



The Senate’s moderate middle prevails 

But some antigay judges still expected to 
get lifetime appointments to federal bench. 
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GenderPAC turns 10 

Bullying, gender differences 
explored at conference. 
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‘Mysterious Skin’ 

Gregg Araki tackles 
Scott Heim’s novel 

see Arts section 




Serosorters 
reduce HIV 
transmission, 
study finds 

by Matthew S. Bajko 

A study of the sexual habits of 
HIV-positive men suggests that 
the men’s sexual practices are 
contributing to reduced risk of HIV 
transmission. 

Data culled from the Positive Part¬ 
ners Study is leading researchers at 
the J. David Gladstone Institutes to 
conclude that HIV-positive men are 
reducing their risk of spreading HIV 
to negative men by choosing to have 
high-risk sex with other HIV-positive 
men. Called serosorting, when gay 
men opt to have sex only with men of 
the same HIV status, the practice 
seems to be a growing trend within 
San Francisco’s HIV-positive commu¬ 
nity. 

“HIV-positive men who have sex 
with men reduce the risk of infecting 
their partners by serosorting,” said Jeff 
McConnell, director of the Positive 
Partners Study, who presented the 
study results for the first time to the 
community during a forum for HIV 
positive men at Magnet Tuesday, May 
17. “The longer people are positive 
the better they get at it. In San Fran¬ 
cisco we see increasing amounts of 
serosorting.” 

Serosorters could explain why the 
city has the highest per capita rates of 
syphilis of any city in America yet its 
FIIV rate is stable. While HIV-positive 
serosorters are keeping the HIV rates 
down by limiting transmission of the 
virus to negative men, they are 
putting themselves at higher risks for 
other STDs by not using condoms - a 
practice known as barebacking - with 
their partners. Nearly 60 percent of 
the city’s syphilis cases continue to be 
among HIV-positive men, a trend 
seen over the last several years. 

Serosorting could also help ex¬ 
plain why the same dire predictions 
that high rates of syphilis would result 
in higher HIV rates have not panned 
out, much like health officials’ con¬ 
cerns that speed use within the gay 
community will lead to higher HIV 
rates. While gay men’s crystal meth 
use likely accounts for some new HIV 
infections, the city has yet to see a 
spike in its HIV rates. If so-called 
party-and-players - men using crys¬ 
tal during sex - are serosorting it 
would limit the chances of HIV trans¬ 
mission during high-risk sex sessions 
fueled by meth. 

While McConnell said the data 
does point to those conclusions, he 
added that more studies need to be 
done on serosorting and its effective¬ 
ness before definitive answers can be 
found. 

“Our data is not a representative 
sample. It is hard to tell how wide¬ 
spread it is and how it is impacting 
the epidemic,” he said. 
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State Supreme Court 
hears gay parenting cases 


by Matthew S. Bajko 

H earing oral arguments in three same- 
sex child custody cases Tuesday, May 
24, California’s Supreme Court jus¬ 
tices seemed ready to extend the same 
parental rights afforded heterosexual 
parents to gay and lesbian parents. 

During more than three hours of testimo¬ 
ny the justices repeatedly stressed the impor¬ 
tance of children having two supportive par¬ 
ents in their lives and seemed reluctant to 
narrowly define a family structure as being 
created by a mother and a father. 

A decision is expected later this summer. 
Pointing to scientific breakthroughs in ar¬ 
tificial insemination, Justice Kathryn Werde- 
gar noted that, “due to biological advance¬ 
ments a child can have two mothers.” 

And Justice Joyce Kennard at one point 
stated, “The court is quite concerned about 
the public policy at issue. It is important as 
'much as possible to give the child two par- 
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Emily B. outside the California Supreme Court Tuesday with photos of her children, Kaia and Ry. 


Lyon-Martin gets new exec, director 


by Zak Szymanski 


F resh from New Mexico, Gloria Nieto has 
returned to her home state of California 
as the new executive director of Lyon- 
Martin Women’s Health Services. 

Nieto, 50, began her position earlier this 
month at an annual salary of $75,000. A Lati¬ 
na lesbian, she spent the last eight years as 
executive director of the People of Color 
AIDS Foundation in Santa Fe, and prior to 
that was the director of the Familia Center of 
Santa Cruz, California. She is a founding 
member of WomanCare, a women’s cancer 
project in Santa Cruz; sits on the board of the 
National LGBT Health Coalition; and was the 
first and only Latina lesbian to address the 
Democratic National Convention. 

Being back in California, she said, “is like 
coming out all over again. I feel so liberated. 

... I’m thrilled about being here and being 
able to gobble up more life.” 

Particularly attractive to Nieto is the di¬ 
versity of the community she serves, a mul¬ 
tiracial population that includes people who 
self-identify as lesbians, dykes, bisexuals, 
queers, and transgenders, all with their own 
set of needs. 

While in New Mexico, Nieto served as a 
lobbyist for the passage of the state’s trans¬ 
gender-inclusive nondiscrimination and hate 
crimes bills, and worked with legislators and 
community members to ensure that the entire 
LGBT community was protected, she said. 

“I want people in the transgender com¬ 
munity to know they have one of the best al¬ 
lies in the country in this office right now 
with open arms saying, ‘Come on down,”’ 
Nieto told the Bay Area Reporter. 

In addition to maintaining the clinic’s ex¬ 
tensive transgender services, Nieto said she has 
a special commitment to the needs of senior 
lesbians, as well as people with HIV. Lyon- 
Martin’s HIV-positive population is rather 
small in comparison to other city clinics, but 



Gloria Nieto, Lyon-Martin's new director. 


“I’ve been doing AIDS work since 1986 and 
I’m not just dropping it,” she said. “I haven’t 
yet assessed what that population looks like 
here but we’ll be talking about how to meet the 
needs of a broader spectrum of people.” 

Targeting the clinic’s core population was 
one source of some recent trouble at the clin¬ 
ic, which eventually led to the departure of 
its medical director, nurse practitioner, and 
most of its staff at the end of 2004. As a re¬ 
sult, the clinic was closed for medical care 
for three months, and its previous executive 
director, Doretha Williams-Floumoy, left her 
position in February as part of an agreement 
with the board of directors. 

Former medical staff told the B.A.R. that 
they believed funding should be secured for 
patients who did not have the ability to pay 
for their services, but it was their impression 
that the clinic was focusing its efforts on at¬ 


tracting wealthier and/or insured clients. Ad¬ 
ditionally, they said, a disproportionate 
amount of the clinic’s budget was coming 
from HIV-related contracts, which served 
about 5 percent of its clientele and was money 
that could not be used toward other services. 
Lyon-Martin - named for lesbian pioneers 
Phyllis Lyon and Del Martin - was founded 
in 1979 to serve the health needs of lesbian 
and bisexual women. Its mission expanded 
during the 1980s to meet the needs of all low- 
income, medically underserved women, and 
it began offering HIV services in 1993. 

Accommodating all clients is a goal of 
Nieto’s, she said, and she plans on having a 
variety of meetings and discussions about 
how best to serve the community. 

“I’m looking forward to meeting with 
everyone and figuring out where we all work 
together,” she said. 

Since the recent shake-up at the clinic, 
temporary medical personnel have filled the 
gaps, while community members have ral¬ 
lied around the historic institution, with a 
May 6 fundraiser featuring cast members of 
the L Word bringing in $43,000. 

“Everything is still in flux, but that’s the 
nature of nonprofits. Something is changing 
all the time, and it’s a matter of being able to 
think quickly on one’s feet and respond ap¬ 
propriately,” said Nieto, who emphasized 
that Lyon-Martin is “not going anywhere.” 

“The clinic has been here for 25 years and 
I feel like we have a good amount of com¬ 
munity support and I’m going to capitalize 
on that,” she said. “I owe that to Del and 
Phyllis. And I owe that to my 17-year-old 
lesbian niece.” 

Nieto said that her first several days on the 
job have proved to be in an “overwhelming¬ 
ly supportive environment,” and being at a 
“prestigious, historically relevant organiza¬ 
tion” was an opportunity she couldn’t resist. 

“There’s 25 years of solid work here to 
build on,” said Nieto. “I’m excited to be able 
to do that.” ▼ 
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fora 

Cure 


Sale runs 
Friday through Monday 
May 27-30 

10am * 8pm, Sun 11am -7pi 
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WE NEED TO CLEAN OUT OOS CLOSETS! 
25% TO 50% OFF SEECTH) UE16. 

Save honey AND help fight HIV/AIDS! 


Any shape. Any size. Any weight. 
We can ship it. 


2370 Market Street (94114) 
415.431.0121 

182 Howard Street (94105) 
415.495.6963 
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Whether you're moving an 
antique sola, a china cabinet or 
something much larger, we can 
get it where it needs to go. We'll 
package each item to the very 
highest standards to make sure it 
arrives at its destination intact. 
Nothing's too big or too small for 
our packaging experts and our 
variety of competitively priced 
UPS' shipping options. 

Stop in and ask us for details! 


HIV+ man wins suit 
against CVS pharmacy 


by Zak Szymanski 


P roCare Pharmacy - now 
known as PharmaCare, an 
HIV/AIDS specialty store 
on Castro Street owned by CVS - 
wrongly refused to accommodate 
its former employees HIV/AIDS- 
related medical needs, a San Fran¬ 
cisco Superior Court jury found 
last month. 

The jury awarded nearly 
$277,000 to Gregory Daniels, a 
former manager of the store who 
claimed that CVS had failed to 
provide him with the reduced 
schedule he needed to take care of 
his health. 

Daniels, 35, was the most se¬ 
nior staff member in the store and 
worked there from April 2000 
until June 2003. He told the Bay 
Area Reporter that his most recent 
management team refused to give 
him reduced hours, making it dif¬ 
ficult for him to get enough rest 
and make it to his medical ap¬ 
pointments without sacrificing his 
job. 

“They harassed me over the 
amount of time off that I needed,” 
said Daniels. “They were making 
it really hard for me and weren’t 



Plaintiff Gregory Daniels 


letting me go to the doctor.” 

Daniels said that eventually he 
felt pressured to choose between 
his health and his job. 

“The people they serve are 
HIV-positive people, so it just 
blew my mind,” he said. 

The jury in the case found that 
CVS refused to provide Daniels 
with the necessary paperwork to 
get a reduction in his workweek 
schedule and concluded that he 
was forced to resign to protect his 


health. Daniels said that the peri¬ 
od of unemployment that fol¬ 
lowed was a tremendous hardship, 
and he lost his wages, insurance, 
and his apartment. 

After he left his job at ProCare, 
Daniels found himself at a semi¬ 
nar sponsored by the Positive Re¬ 
source Center in conjunction with 
the San Francisco Human Rights 
Commission that addressed the 
rights of HIV-positive people in 
the workplace beyond the Family 
Medical Leave Act. 

“It was then that I realized all 
the laws that CVS had blatantly 
blown to hell,” he said. 

PRC and HRC worked in con¬ 
junction with the AIDS Legal Re¬ 
ferral Panel to help Daniels, who 
was referred to ALRP panel attor¬ 
ney Barry Willdorf. 

Willdorf and co-counsel Laura 
Stevens handled the case on a con¬ 
tingency fee basis, spending two 
years and more than $40,000 of 
their own money, according to a 
press release from ALRP. 

“We are very pleased with the 
outcome,” said a statement from 
Willdorf. “People in California 
don’t realize that our state employ¬ 
ment discrimination law is broad- 
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ADAP receives 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


he state’s AIDS Drug Assis- 
| tance Program is set to re- 
' ceive another infusion of 
cash under the governor’s revised 
2005-2006 budget proposals. Due 
to increased rebate revenues, 
ADAP will see ah increase of $4.7 
million. 

The additional funds bring the 
program’s total budget to $268.3 
million for the fiscal year starting 
July 1. Originally, Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger had pro¬ 
posed a $263.6 million budget for 
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Tired of 
1 Clutter? 

Simplify your life! 
Save time & money! 


Joshua Zerkel 
Organizing Expert 
Custom Living Solutlonr 

415-830-8297 
sforganizer.com/bar 


funding boost 


ADAP, a $29.4 million increase 
from fiscal year 2004-2005. 

ADAP provides a range of 
HIV-medications to approximate¬ 
ly 30,000 low-income Californi¬ 
ans, most of whom are severely 
economically disadvantaged. 
Without ADAP, HIV medications 
- which can cost between $10,000 
and $15,000 per year - would be 
out of reach for hundreds of low 
income Californians. 

The Department of Finance 
found the increased funding after 
it upgraded the state Office of 
AIDS’ estimates on rebate rev¬ 
enue ADAP receives from phar¬ 
maceutical companies. The AIDS 
office had initially estimated that 
ADAP would receive an addition¬ 
al $8.8 million in rebate revenues. 

Under state law, the rebate 
funds must go to ADAP, but the 
governor could have decreased a 
similar amount in general funds 


for the program. AIDS advocates 
praised Schwarzenegger for opting 
against such an action. The state 
general fund will provide an addi¬ 
tional $20.6 million to the pro¬ 
gram. 

“We are happy about that,” said 
Dana Van Gorder, director of state 
and local affairs at the San Fran¬ 
cisco AIDS Foundation. 

Full funding for ADAP is a re¬ 
versal of the last two years, when 
the program was initially under¬ 
funded. Last year, AIDS patients 
and their advocates rallied at the 
Capitol to fight a proposed ADAP 
waiting list and for increased 
funding to the program. In 2003, 
then-Governor Gray Davis initial¬ 
ly underfunded the program and 
proposed co-payments for people 
in ADAP. Both years Democrats in 
the Legislature and AIDS groups 
successfully beat back the propos¬ 
als. ▼ 


Bay Area Gay Men: 

CURRENT or RECENT RELATIONSHIP 
With a CRYSTAL METH USER? 


A supportive group is forming to address your issues and needs. 


Gary Lomax, L.C.S.W 

Ca. Lie LCS6149 


Individual - Couples - Group Psychotherapy 

415 - 551-1789 



■ INTRO TO MEDITATION 

■ SELF-HYPNOSIS 

■ ENERGY BORDERS 

■ SEXUAL CIRCUITRY 

■ CORE EXERCISES 

■ SATSUNG 

■ SUNDAY EVENING MEDITATION 


CONSCIOUS EVOLUTION 

KURT WAGNER 


Call or visit the website for more information. 
www.kurtsf.com ■ email: kurt@kurtsf.com 
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Speaking out for marriage 



L ancy Woo, left, and 
Cristy Chung were spe¬ 
cial guests at the annual 
"Lambda at the Legion" ben¬ 
efit for Lambda Legal De¬ 
fense and Education Fund, 
held at the Palace of Fine 
Arts in San Francisco May 
19. Woo and Chung are lead 
plaintiffs in one of the San 
Francisco marriage cases that 
is making its way to the state 
Supreme Court. A Superior 
Court judge ruled in March 
that the state's marriage laws 
are unconstitutional, but the 
case will be appealed. Lamb¬ 
da Legal is assisting the 
ACLU, the National Center 
for Lesbian Rights, and other 
attorneys in the cases. 


GLAAD moves awards 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


F aced with mounting com¬ 
munity and political pres¬ 
sure to move its media 
awards out of the Westin St. Fran¬ 
cis, one of 14 hotels being boy¬ 
cotted due to a labor dispute, the 
Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation is moving the event 
to Fort Mason Center. 

GLAAD’s executive committee 
made the decision Monday, May 
23 and announced it in an open 
letter to supporters on Tuesday. 
The move comes less than three 
weeks before the annual fundrais¬ 
er, to be held this year on Satur¬ 
day, June 11. 

“By moving the 2005 Media 
Awards to a neutral site, we believe 
we are acting in the best interests 
of the larger community,” states 
the letter, signed by GLAAD Exec¬ 
utive Director Joan Garry. 

Members of the hotel workers’ 
union, Unite Here Local 2, which 
has been fighting for a new labor 
contract since last year, praised the 
gay media watchdog group for 
moving its event. 

“Obviously, we are so happy 
they have done this and are stand¬ 
ing shoulder to shoulder with us,” 


said Kelly Dugan, who is organiz¬ 
ing the union’s boycott of the ho¬ 
tels. 

Bruce Patterson, an openly gay 
member of Local 2, added, “I am 
just very pleased. No pun intend¬ 
ed, but I am very glad to hear 
about it. It is nice to see organiza¬ 
tions like that do the right thing. 
This is a wonderful day.” 

Numerous local gay rights 
groups have endorsed the union’s 
boycott and have joined with 
Mayor Gavin Newsom in avoiding 
the targeted hotels until a contract 
is signed. Negotiations had stalled 
between management and the 
union, but new mediation talks 
are scheduled for next week. 

When initially contacted by the 
union and its supporters, GLAAD 
indicated in a letter that it could 
not afford to cancel its contract 
with the St. Francis, and finding a 
new space would be problematic 
for the event due to its size. In re¬ 
sponse, leaders within the gay 
community, as well as three of the 
city’s state legislators, signed on to 
a letter asking GLAAD to leave the 
St. Francis. 

When contacted by the Bay 
Area Reporter earlier this month, 
GLAAD changed course and said 
all options were on the table. Both 


Assemblyman Mark Leno (D-San 
Francisco) and Supervisor Bevan 
Dufty called GLAAD leaders to 
stress how important it was for 
the agency to relocate the media 
awards. 

Labor activist Robert Haaland, 
who spearheaded the letter cam¬ 
paign to GLAAD, said the agency 
had taken a “a remarkable step” 
and thanked it for its “extraordi¬ 
nary leadership.” Haaland also 
urged the LGBT community “to 
show support for strong leader¬ 
ship from GLAAD by attending 
their dinner or by becoming a 
member of GLAAD.” 

In its letter this week, the orga¬ 
nization stressed that it had no 
way of knowing when it picked 
the hotel last August as the site of 
the media awards that the labor 
dispute would be ongoing. 

“As the year progressed, we re¬ 
mained hopeful that contract ne¬ 
gotiations would produce an eq¬ 
uitable solution and spare us the 
extraordinary hardships of relo¬ 
cating such a complex event. 
From the moment it became cer¬ 
tain that the workers’ contract ne¬ 
gotiations had reached an impasse 
and were unlikely to be resolved 
before our June 11 event, we 
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Visit our new wine bar! 
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I’m a project director for an 
on-line non-profit. My passions 
are traveling, music, dancing, 
hanging out at the beach and 
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backgrounds and cultures. Here 
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represents San Francisco to me. 
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EQCA benefit tonight 


compiled by Cynthia Laird 


he Artfull Circle Theatre 
and Metro City bar are 
teaming up to host a bene¬ 
fit for Equality California tonight 
(Thursday, May 26) starting at 
8:30 p.m. at the bar, located at 
Market and 16th streets in San 
Francisco. Dubbed “Sordid 
LIVE!” the event is a Sordid Lives 
look-a-like contest and people are 
encouraged to come as their fa¬ 
vorite character from the movie, a 
self-described “black 
comedy about white 
trash.” The benefit is 
being hosted by Sis¬ 
ter Bella de Ball with 
Mark Sargent, Trauma 
Flintstone, Deana Dawn, 

N. Sr. Holly Lewya, 
and other special 
guests. 

There is no cover 
charge, said Mark Winchester, but 
organizers are encouraging people 
to buy $1 raffle tickets. Prizes in¬ 
clude posters and DVDs signed by 
Del Shores and other items. There 
also will be prizes for the look-a¬ 
like contest. 

EQCA is a statewide LGBT 
lobbying group that has worked 
on numerous legislative proposals 
and has been a leader in the fight 
for marriage equality. 

‘Shop for a Cure’ 

Memorial Day weekend is ap¬ 
proaching and that means it’s time 
for Under One Roof’s annual 
“Shop For A Cure” holiday sale. 
Executive Director Mike Marshall 
noted that the Castro gift store 
that sells merchandise on behalf 
of various AIDS service organiza¬ 
tions is taking up to 50 percent off 
selected items this weekend to 
make room for new inventory. 

Under One Roof has collected 
in-kind donations of sale items 
from local and national manufac¬ 
turers, including OLY Studio 
vases, candle holders, and chairs 
and pillows. Additional discount¬ 
ed merchandise includes 


Stonewall Kitchen gourmet food, 
Votivo lotions and soaps, and 
products from Chronicle Books, 
Gianna Rose, and Wingard, Mar¬ 
tin & Barnett. 

Store hours this weekend are: 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Saturday, 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., and Monday, 10 a.m. to 
8 p.m. Under One Roof is located 
at 549 Castro Street. 

For more information, call 
(415) 503-2310 or visit www.un- 
deroneroof.org. 

GAWK turns 20 

The Gay Artists and 
Writers’ Kollective turns 
20 this year, and founder 
Jon Sugar invites inter¬ 
ested people to attend 
y the group’s upcoming 
activities. GAWK is 
a loosely connect¬ 
ed social group 
that is open to 
singers, comics, songwriters, and 
others. GAWK’s next events both 
take place at 7 p.m. at Magnet, the 
gay men’s health clinic in the Cas¬ 
tro, 4122 18th Street. The first 
takes place this Saturday, May 28 
and there will be a Pride event Sat¬ 
urday, June 18. 

Funk at antiwar event 

Stephen Funk, the gay former 
Marine reservist who refused to 
go to the war in Iraq two years ago 
and served time in a military 
prison as a result of a court-mar¬ 
tial, will join others at an antiwar 
event Sunday, May 29 at 6 p.m. at 
Martin Luther King Middle 
School, 1781 Rose Street, in 
Berkeley. The event costs $12 per 
person and is open to the public. 

In addition to Funk, other con¬ 
scientious objectors, Iraq War vet¬ 
erans, and military families will 
celebrate military resistance at the 
event, which is being sponsored 
by Not in Our Name. 

Sarah Olson, a volunteer with 
the organization, noted that Funk 
met a military recruiter after grad¬ 
uating from high school when he 
was confused and depressed. He 


quickly realized he made the 
wrong decision, and when his re¬ 
serve unit was called up for duty 
in Iraq shortly after the war start¬ 
ed, he refused to go. At a press 
conference in 2003 announcing 
that he was applying for conscien¬ 
tious objector status, Funk also 
announced he was gay. He came 
under some criticism in the gay 
community, but also drew wide 
support from other queers and 
antiwar activists. 

Exercise class for HIVers 

Bob Weinhold, an independent 
personal trainer, has announced 
that he will offer low-cost begin¬ 
ner’s exercise classes for HIV-pos¬ 
itive men. Weinhold said that he’s 
been offering the class to men in 
the Thrive HIV support group 
and that the number of people 
participating exceeded his expec¬ 
tations. Now he wants to offer 
other HIV-positive men the same 
opportunity. 

Weinhold, who runs Lasting 
Fitness, will offer a series of seven 
classes at the Gym SF, located at 
2275 Market Street in San Fran¬ 
cisco. The class size is six to eight 
people. The first class meets in a 
non-gym environment to learn 
about exercise, safety, nutrition, 
and issues specific to HIV. The 
next six sessions take place at the 
gym. The cost is $10 per session 
(for those who are already gym 
members, the cost is $5 per ses¬ 
sion). Upcoming June classes are 
Wednesdays and Fridays at noon 
beginning June 8. Weinhold said 
other classes would be added if 
there was sufficient interest. 

“The program focuses on exer¬ 
cising to improve the quality of 
life rather than specifically to look 
better,” Weinhold said. “The pace 
of the class is non-judgmental and 
each person is encouraged to do 
his best.” 

Weinhold is certified by the 
American Council on Exercise. 
For more information on the 
class, call (415) 550-0850 or visit 
www.lastingfitness.com/hiv- 
class.htm. ▼ 



Migden to introduce domestic 
partner tax protections 


by Zak Szymanski 


I ntending to add to the growing 
list of rights for same-sex cou¬ 
ples, state Senator Carole 
Migden (D-San Francisco) last 
week announced legislation that 
would guarantee domestic part¬ 
ners the same property tax pro¬ 
tections currently afforded to 
married couples. 

SB565 - originally introduced 
in February as a bill to encourage 
home ownership programs - will 
be amended to address issues of 
property ownership as they relate 
to domestic partners. Specifically, 
SB565 would prohibit property re¬ 
assessment for any type of transfer 
between domestic partners, there¬ 
by protecting partners from high¬ 
er taxes as a result those transfers. 

The bill codifies some protec¬ 
tions that Migden secured in 2003 
as chairwoman of the state Board 
of Equalization, but goes those be¬ 
yond those BOE rules by extending 
all the same transfer protections 
currently available to spouses. 

“The BOE rule only applied to 
transfers related to creation or 
transfer of a joint tenancy interest, 



State Senator Carole Migden 


or transfers upon death,” ex¬ 
plained Alan LoFaso, Migden’s 
chief of staff. “Basically this bill 
protects domestic partners from 
reassessment for the same types of 
transfers for which spouses are 
currently exempted. The bill 
would exempt any transfer be¬ 
tween registered domestic part¬ 
ners from reassessment and the 
property tax implications that 
would come from it.” 

A typical scenario in which 
LGBT couples found themselves 
at a disadvantage was when one 
partner died and transferred his 
or her half of the property to the 
surviving partner. Before the BOE 


rules, this transfer could be sub¬ 
ject to reassessment and higher 
property taxes, leaving the surviv¬ 
ing partner with a higher financial 
burden. Codifying the BOE rules, 
said Migden, strengthens them 
and helps to ensure that LGBT 
people do not have to bear addi¬ 
tional burdens upon the death of 
their partners. 

“Equal tax protection is an es¬ 
sential for economic equality. The 
state has given special considera¬ 
tion to married couples as a cour¬ 
tesy and benefit to shield them 
from an untimely assessment after 
the death of a loved one. It is an 
appropriate response to ensure 
that registered domestic partners 
are afforded the same protection,” 
said a statement from Migden. 

“My bill will provide once and 
for all that this and other types of 
property transfers between do¬ 
mestic partners will be undoubt¬ 
edly treated the same way as prop¬ 
erty transfers between married 
couples,” she added. 

A committee hearing will be 
set for some time in June, said Lo¬ 
Faso, and the bill will go to the 
state Assembly before returning to 
the Senate for a vote. T 
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Gay groups reject 
Les Natali’s cash offer 



by Matthew S. Bajko 


S even San Francisco-based 
groups summarily rejected 
an offer of financial support 
made by Castro bar owner Les 
Natali, who is fighting charges he 
is racist and findings by the 
Human Rights Commission that 
he discriminated against black pa¬ 
trons and employees at his bar San 
Francisco Badlands. 

Instead, the groups hosted a 
rally before a weekly picket of the 
Badlands on Saturday, May 21 to 
denounce Natali’s offer and hear 
from Supervisor Sophie Maxwell, 
the only African American member 
of the city’s Board of Supervisors, 
who has endorsed the boycott of 
the bar. The group And Castro For 
All, which brought the complaints 
against Natali last June, praised the 
nonprofits for what it considered a 
“strong demonstration of solidari¬ 
ty with discrimination victims, and 
with the Bay Area’s African Ameri¬ 
can community.” 

In an interview earlier this 
month and in advertisements 
placed in the Bay Area Reporter, Na¬ 
tali pledged to donate up to 
$100,000 toward groups promoting 
diversity. On Wednesday nights, 
Natali offered to host fundraisers at 
his bar, donating 70 percent of 
drink sales that night to the various 
groups. At minimum, the groups 
would receive $3,000 a night. 

Natali’s offer comes after HRC 
found that he had practiced dis¬ 
criminatory policies at Badlands, 
including asking black patrons for 
a second ID and using a “no bag 
policy” to keep African Americans 
out of his bar. The HRC report also 
said that Natali referred to African 
Americans as “non Badlands cus¬ 
tomers” and found that he discrim¬ 
inated against women and blacks 
seeking employment at the bar. 

Natali, who has repeatedly de¬ 
nied the charges against him and 
is appealing the HRC findings, 
said in the ads that his bar is “an 
oasis of racial harmony” and is “a 
place where everyone is welcome 
and everyone feels welcome.” 

On Tuesday, May 24, Natali 
said that he had not been told of 


the groups’ decision. He said he 
did receive calls from individuals 
in several of the groups asking 
him to sponsor floats in this year’s 
Pride Parade. 

But he said, “I told them I 
couldn’t sponsor individuals. I am 
hopeful we can all get together 
and work this thing out.” 

In an e-mail Wednesday, Natali 
added, “They are intimidating 
groups from taking advantage of 
an opportunity to generate funds 
for very important and worthy 
causes. Clearly they have some ul¬ 
terior motive rather than the best 
interest of the community in con¬ 
tinuing to repeat the same lies and 
making no constructive sugges¬ 
tion for resolving the problem.” 

The groups listed in Natali’s 
ads included And Castro For All, 
LGBT Black Rap, Community 
United Against Violence, Men of 
All Colors Coming Together, Les¬ 


bians and Gays of African Descent 
for Democratic Action, the San 
Francisco LGBT Pride Commit¬ 
tee, and the Stop AIDS Project. 
BGLT People in Pride, an Oak¬ 
land-based organization also 
named in the ad, has yet to com¬ 
ment on Natali’s offer. 

“He is trying to buy black peo¬ 
ple like we are standing on auction 
blocks. We are not for sale,” said 
Zwazzi Sowo, a member of Black 
Rap’s steering committee. 

Sowo called Natali’s ad a divi¬ 
sive measure and called on him to 
take ownership of his actions and 
apologize for his wrongdoing. 

“He has never taken responsi¬ 
bility. He has never said ‘Yes, I can 
see these practices are not con¬ 
ducive to my being within the law. 
Period.’ He has never said that he 
will change,” she said. “All he has 
ever said is it is not true, all these 
page 16 ► 
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The center holds 


T he 11th hour compromise between 
Senate Democrats and Republicans 
on judicial filibusters has been criti¬ 
cized by the left and the right. It’s true that 
in the long run, the so-called nuclear option 
may well return when President Bush gets 
to make a Supreme Court nomination. It’s 
also true that the three nominees to federal 
judgeships who are likely to be confirmed 
under the deal - Janice Rogers Brown, Pri- 
cilla Owen, and William Pryor - are extreme 
conservatives and not the type of judges 
we’d like to see get lifetime appointments. 
Nevertheless, as the “glass is half full” from 
our perspective, we’ll take the deal made 
with the moderate Republicans who defied 
Majority Leader Bill Frist that left the Senate 
rules in place - at least for now. 

It’s been satisfying to watch religious 
conservatives respond angrily to the agree¬ 
ment, which allows a floor vote on three of 
the president’s judicial nominees, while re¬ 
serving a commitment by Democrats to 
vote on two others. Additionally, the seven 
Democrats in the “Gang of 14” are commit¬ 
ted to filibuster future judicial nominees 
under “extraordinary circumstances.” This 
compromise leaves plenty of wriggle room. 
That Frist was denied his “up or down vote” 
on every one of the president’s nominees 
demonstrates the power of moderate Re¬ 
publicans when they join together. Often 
cast aside in the increasingly partisan 
trenches of Congress, seven GOP senators 
broke rank and protected the legislative 
branch - with its checks and balances - 
from the power grab sought by the execu¬ 
tive branch. Pundits have noted that there 
really is no moderation in Congress these 
days, what with the GOP firmly in control 
of all three branches of government. Yet the 
agreement reached this week shows that 
there are indeed those in the political cen¬ 
ter who are willing to defy party bosses to 
protect the institutions of government. 

The real test is yet to come, of course, 
with the Supreme Court. Given the fragile 
health of Chief Justice William Rehnquist, a 
vacancy could occur as early as this summer. 
There is also the real possibility that other 
justices could announce their retirement, 
and if that happens, Bush can and likely will 
push an already conservative court even fur¬ 
ther to the right. That could jeopardize fu¬ 
ture cases involving gays, a woman’s right to 
choose, and a host of other critical issues. 
Had the Senate gone ahead this week and 
abolished the filibuster for judicial nomi¬ 
nees, the fallout would have left Democrats 


without means to fight Bush’s candidates to 
the high court. And make no mistake, the 
Supreme Court nominations, when they 
occur, will spark a fierce political battle. This 
week’s showdown was just a warm-up act 
for the main event - the Supreme Court. 

Markos Moulitsas, who runs the liberal 
Daily Kos blog, aptly summarized 
this week’s developments. The 
plain facts, he wrote, are that 
given the Democrats’ 10-seat 
deficit in the Senate (the GOP 
controls the upper house 55-44, 
with one independent who votes 
with the Democrats), Senate Minority 
Leader Harry Reid (D-Nevada) 
needed 51 votes to defeat the 
nuclear option. He had 49 and 
needed at least two from un¬ 
decided Republicans; not hav¬ 
ing the votes, Reid was in danger of seeing 
his party lose the option to filibuster, and 
Bush “would’ve been able to put anyone on 
the Supreme Court.” 

“Radical Christian rightist James Dob¬ 
son is demanding the right to choose the 
next Supreme Court nominee,” Moulitsas 
writes, “Dobson’s biggest enemy is the fili¬ 


buster. Hence, he forced Frist to engage in 
the nuclear option. Because of the deal, 
Dobson can’t choose the next Supreme 
Court justice. Bush’s choice, if too extreme, 
faces the prospect of the filibuster.” 

Dobson, in fact, was apoplectic, calling 
the deal a “a betrayal by a cabal of Republi¬ 
cans.” Anytime you have Dobson, head of 
Focus on the Family, accusing fellow 
GOPers of “betrayal,” that’s a good 
thing. 

While there are plenty of Democ¬ 
rats who aren’t happy, here’s another 
thing to keep in mind: if the party had 
pumped more money into tight Sen- 
^ ate races last fall, and hadn’t 
handed Republicans a net gain 
of four seats, we wouldn’t even 
be having this discussion. But 
John Kerry basically took con¬ 
trol over the party once he received the pres¬ 
idential nomination, and left the Senate 
races with less attention and financial re¬ 
sources than they deserved. Kerry, of course, 
ended up with millions of dollars left over 
in his campaign account after his disastrous 
loss. That money might have made the dif¬ 
ference. T 




Legislation attempts to strengthen 
centerpiece of nondiscrimination law 


by John Laird 


I n modern times, California has been at 
the forefront of enacting antidiscrimi¬ 
nation laws that seek to bring out the 
best from Californians - and set up a frame¬ 
work allowing people to live their work lives 
in an atmosphere based on merit, and their 
private lives free from unfair discrimina¬ 
tion. 

In that spirit, I have introduced AB1400, 
the Civil Rights Act of 2005. Sponsored by 
Equality California, this legislation will clar¬ 
ify that businesses and other places of pub¬ 
lic accommodation subject to the Unruh 
Civil Rights Act cannot discriminate against 
patrons because of their gender identity, 
marital status, or sexual orientation. 

The Unruh Act and related laws apply to 
all businesses that provide services, goods, 
or accommodations to the public in Cali¬ 
fornia. Examples include shopping centers, 
mobile home parks, bars and restaurants, 
schools, medical and dental offices, hotels 
and motels, and condominium homeown¬ 
ers associations. These laws now explicitly 
prohibit discrimination based on classifica¬ 
tions including sex, race, color, religion, an¬ 
cestry, national origin, disability, or medical 
condition. 

With this bill, we have an opportunity to 
make a meaningful change to the center- 


piece of California’s nondiscrimination pro¬ 
tections in public accommodations. In the 
past, the California Supreme Court has re¬ 
jected the argument that the Unruh Act’s 
ban on discrimination reaches only the clas¬ 
sifications specified in the act’s text. Instead, 
the Supreme Court has made clear that 
the Unruh Act also prohibits arbitrary 
discrimination based on other “per¬ 
sonal characteristics,” including sex¬ 
ual orientation, physical appear¬ 
ance, and family status. The court 
has also made it clear that the act 
should be interpreted broadly to 
prohibit arbitrary discrimi¬ 
nation based on geo¬ 
graphical origin, physical 
attributes, and individual 
beliefs. 

Despite these court cases, the absence of 
the explicit listing in the Unruh Act of gen¬ 
der identity, marital status, and sexual ori¬ 
entation had led to an assumption that they 
are not protected classes covered by law. 
This assumption has led to unnecessary lit¬ 
igation leading to flawed decisions at the 
trial and appellate court levels. This pro¬ 
posal will clarify that these specified charac¬ 
teristics are covered. Moreover, by explicitly 
listing these characteristics and providing 
definitions, the Unruh Act and related pro¬ 
visions will be more consistent with other 
recently enacted California nondiscrimina¬ 


tion laws, such as the Fair Employment and 
Housing Act. 

AB1400 is part of a multi-year effort I have 
undertaken to ensure that California’s 
nondiscrimination laws are as inclusive as 
possible. Last year, I authored AB2900, which 
amended over 30 labor and employment-re¬ 
lated nondiscrimination laws in the Califor¬ 
nia Code to include the list of protected class¬ 
es contained in the FEHA, which added sex- 
ual orientation and gender identity 
to many of them for the first time. 

Governor Arnold 

Schwarzenegger signed AB2900 
into law last year, and I am 
hopeful that he will do the 
same for AB 1400 this year. 
AB1400 has successfully 
passed through the state 
Assembly, and is now awaiting a hearing in 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. I welcome 
your support and assistance with the state 
senators and the governor in supporting this 
important new step toward equality in our 
state nondiscrimination laws. ▼ 


Assemblyman John Laird (D-Santa Cruz) 
is chair of the Assembly Budget 
Committee. For more information on 
AB1400, please visit 
http://democrats.assembly.ca.gov/memb 
ers/a27/le gis0506.htm. 
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Random thoughts 

1) “Partnership” - As the board president of Posi¬ 
tive Resource Center in 2001 and 2002 when the fi¬ 
nancial crisis for PRC and many other AIDS service 
organizations forced difficult decisions to be made, it 
feels like we are on the brink of another perilous fi¬ 
nancially critical period. I have long kept my opinion 
regarding consolidation and partnership to a close 
group of friends, but, I feel as a concerned communi¬ 
ty member and someone who has personally been 
through difficult times with one of San Francisco’s 
well respected nonprofit agencies, it causes me great 
concern to see so many well-meaning and very capa¬ 
ble agencies stretching fewer and fewer dollars to an 
ever increasing number of clients. Taking just the 
costs to provide the infrastructure (information tech¬ 
nology, human resources, accounting, administrative 
reporting, etc.) to support each and every ASO in San 
Francisco must be in the millions. While caseworkers, 
service providers, trainers, and so many other direct 
service personnel at the myriad agencies in San Fran¬ 
cisco struggle to stay employed, why must we contin¬ 
ue to fund and build out costly infrastructure at each 
agency? I alone don’t have the answer, but am very in¬ 
terested in the dialogue. If San Franciscans are com¬ 
mitted to providing the services to all our communi¬ 
ty, then isn’t our responsibility to entertain all kinds of 
conversations in order to make that happen? Doors 
will close, and who are we to blame? 

2) Badlands - Les Natali, you have nerve! The non¬ 
partisan San Francisco Human Rights 
Commission completes a 10-month inves¬ 
tigation telling you, and us, that you have 
discriminated. Your response, place even 
larger ads in the B.A.R. promising to hand 
over $100,000 to “... organizations that 
promote diversity and inclusion.” With 
the financial crisis that exists for some 
nonprofit agencies, I beg you, beware 
the devil in sheep’s clothing. Philip 
Morris and Adolph Coors meet Les Natali, you all 
have a lot in common. 

3) Robert Davolt - thank you for always noticing 
and complimenting my heels. Rest in peace. 

Mark J. Murphy 
San Francisco 

Due process for bar owner 

As a product of the 1960s, there’s disconnect hear¬ 
ing misguided pickets rip off movement chants, per¬ 
versely claiming the moral high ground. “Put down 
that beer and be a better queer,” they chant. It’s the Sat¬ 
urday night protest, a cheap date, a social event for 
those with nothing better to do. While Badlands’ faith¬ 
ful pack the bar seeking an escape from the week’s 
blahs, a mob of zealots punish an ethnically diverse 
group of bartenders for an owner’s alleged historical 
transgressions. This politically incorrect rub ain’t about 
racism, but rather power politics and economic inter¬ 
ests. Do a loudmouth pack of activists have the power 
to pull a business license? Look out if they win. Will the 
family of elected officials knuckle to this squeaky bent 
wheel? Hopefully, ordinary LGBT members will con¬ 
tinue to support the Badlands’ employees and the out¬ 
side agitators will get a life or do something about real 
societal problems. The Badlands’ clientele is the Cas¬ 
tro’s most ethnically diverse group of patrons. That’s 
why the “PC” wannabes don’t enjoy mainstream sup¬ 
port. Les Natali has donated a fortune to the well-being 
of our diverse community and deserves due process, 
not a kangaroo court. 

Jack Davis 
San Francisco 

Les Natali, Miss Understood? 

I felt compelled to share my story after reading the 
article entitled “Natali talks with the B.A.R” in the 
May 12 issue. I am one of the claimants interviewed 
by the Human Rights Commission during its 10- 
month investigation of Les Natali’s business practices. 

I had been going to Badlands since before Les Na¬ 
tali assumed ownership, so I was really taken aback 
when Mr. Natali asked me to produce three forms of 
valid ID before I could re-enter the bar. Who carries 
three forms of ID on them? The doorman attempted 
to intercede on my behalf, since he knew I had just left 
the bar to get cash, but Mr. Natali insisted I show three 
forms of ID. Frustrated and flustered, I pulled out my 
wallet to see if I had anything besides my driver’s li¬ 
cense. When Mr. Natali saw that I had a press pass in 
my wallet, his demeanor changed completely. Sud¬ 
denly, he said it was a misunderstanding, and that I 
could go in. 

I’m not the only one who was treated this way. 
After interviewing numerous patrons, employees, and 
former employees of Mr. Natali, the HRC found that 
Mr. Natali was in violation of the law by actively dis¬ 
criminating against African American customers and 
job applicants. One of the ways he discriminated was 
by applying an unequal multiple ID policy, which is il¬ 
legal in San Francisco. During the 10-month investi¬ 
gation, Mr. Natali was consistently uncooperative and 
disruptive. He changed lawyers at the last minute, re¬ 
fused to hand over requested documents to the HRC, 
and refused to mediate with the complainants. In his 



recent interview with the B.A.R. he says to the 
claimants that, again, it was “a misunderstanding.” 

Actions speak louder than words. Now he’s 
launched a deceptive PR campaign, engaged in per¬ 
sonal attacks on complainants, claimed that the HRC 
doesn’t have the authority to do its job, and offered 
bribes to African American and LGBT community 
groups to buy their silence. Natali is also trying to lure 
people to choose cheap drinks over civil rights by ex¬ 
ploiting an attractive young multiethnic crew to hand 
out half-price drink coupons on the street. 

I understood very well that Mr. Natali was trying to 
keep me out of his bar, and why. So did the HRC in¬ 
vestigators. The only misunderstanding is on Mr. Na¬ 
tali’s part. He thought he could get away with dis¬ 
criminating against people like me, and completely 
misunderstood the people of San Francisco. We are 
no longer willing to ignore his unlawful and disre¬ 
spectful behavior. We are outraged and able to see 
through his transparent attempts to save face. No mis¬ 
understanding this: It’s time for justice and account¬ 
ability. 

Marvin Miller 
San Francisco 

Closure of adult day program 

As a longtime member of the Continuum com¬ 
munity, I feel compelled to write to you to share some 
of the truly miraculous and frequently everyday 
events in the world of our Adult Day Health Care pro¬ 
gram. For 15 years, clients and staff alike have 
come together each morning to celebrate 
I our community - those within our four 
walls and those outside. 

Two weeks ago, when I stood in the 
community room to talk with our mem¬ 
bers about the pending closure of the 
program, I girded myself for tears, anger, 
blame - all.the emotions that one would 
expect from this kind of announcement. 
Instead, this community did what it always does - after 
the disbelief and asking many questions - it stood to¬ 
gether and celebrated its successes: personal and fa¬ 
milial. They stood to share with us how they had come 
to Continuum broken and would be able to leave it 
whole. So, while Mr. Zak Szymanski provided a rela¬ 
tively fair and seemingly balanced assessment of the 
state of affairs at Continuum [“Continuum closes adult 
day program,” May 19], I think that he missed the 
point. On behalf of our members and staff, I want to 
acknowledge the success of the Adult Day Health Care 
program for surviving as long as it has, for beating the 
odds over and over when it looked like the end. 

Other HIV-specific ADHC programs have opened 
across the country since we did 15 years ago and most 
have closed or been luckily subsumed by hospitals or 
other large institutions. We have had a great run, been 
blessed by the presence of too many friends long gone, 
and we are grateful for it all. For those of you trou¬ 
bled by the timing of our annual event just days be¬ 
fore the announcement, I am sorry that we could no 
longer postpone what had after 12 months of brain¬ 
storming become the inevitable. For those of you who 
would like to believe that the program’s demise is the 
result of bloated management salaries, I direct you to 
our previous audits that show our operating overhead 
is 15 percent and that includes all costs for raising the 
donations we used to keep this program open for so 
long. For those of you who believe that armchair 
quarterbacking belongs in the world of healthcare and 
not just Monday Night Football, I invite you to walk 
a Tenderloin block in our cleats. And finally, for those 
of you who have been supporters of our clients, thank 
you and I hope that you will join those of us left in 
continuing the spirit of the ADHC program in every 
aspect of Continuum and our clients’ futures. 

Tiffany Mock-Goeman 
San Francisco 

No tobacco $ at Gay Games 

The right-wing American Family Association is 
protesting a gift by tobacco-affiliate Kraft Foods to the 
Chicago Gay Games. I received e-mails this week urg¬ 
ing me to call Kraft to thank them for supporting the 
community. I did not. 

Instead, I contacted the organizers of the games, 
urging them to return the blood money. Believe it or 
not, tobacco kills more queer men each year than 
AIDS and far more queer women than breast cancer. 
Smoking is therefore a queer issue. 

When our community groups refuse to accept to¬ 
bacco money, it isolates a rogue industry and pro¬ 
motes the health of the community. 

I’m sure we’ll have plenty of opportunities to rally 
behind corporate donors who don’t push a product 
that kills half of its long-time customers. 

The Gay Games ought to be a celebration of 
healthy living, the antithesis of what the tobacco in¬ 
dustry stands for. If you agree, please contact Brian 
McGuinness, the executive director of the Chicago 
Gay Games, at (773) 433-8007 or info@gaygames 
chicago.org and urge him to return the money. 

Naphtali Offen 
San Francisco 
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Beyond equality 
and liberty 


by Dale Carpenter 


F rom its inception the gay 
civil rights movement has 
had two basic impulses, both 
of which I share. One has been 
equality, holding that gays should¬ 
n’t be discriminated against. The 
other has been liberty, holding 
that individuals should be 
largely free of government 
interference. Together, 
these impulses have 
gotten us where we are 
today: no more bar raids or 
sodomy laws, the free publi¬ 
cation of gay maga¬ 
zines and newspa¬ 
pers, the formation 
of gay organizations, 
a smattering of laws protecting 
gays from employment and other 
bias. These are large accomplish¬ 
ments. 

Yet we have hit a wall of public 
disapproval on gay marriage and, 
more broadly, on the morality of 
homosexuality itself. After moving 
the polls in our direction for a 
decade or so, the number of 
Americans who support gay mar¬ 
riage has now stabilized and even 
turned slightly against us. The 
same trend is evident when peo¬ 
ple are asked about the morality of 
homosexuality. Republicans, by 68 
percent to 27 percent, believe ho¬ 
mosexuality is morally wrong. 
Even Democrats muster only a 
bare majority for the view that ho¬ 


mosexuality is morally acceptable 
(50 percent approving to 46 per¬ 
cent disapproving). 

How do we breach this wall? 
Not, I think, by more talk of 
equality and liberty. We have won 
over just about everyone who will 
be moved by such arguments. 
That leaves more than half the 
public still unpersuaded. 

Marriage is the perfect ex¬ 
ample of why we’ve hit a 
wall. Marriage is neither 
egalitarian nor libertari¬ 
an. It is practically the op¬ 
posite of these things and 
that is why appeals to antidis¬ 
crimination princi¬ 
ples and individual 
rights fall flat. 

Consider how 
inegalitarian marriage is. Mar¬ 
riage, by law and custom, is judg¬ 
mental. It says that some ways of 
living are better than others. Some 
relationships are healthier than 
others. Two-person relationships 
are better than three-person rela¬ 
tionships. Sex within marriage is 
better for people than sex outside 
of it. Monogamy is better than 
promiscuity. People should make 
babies when they are married, but 
not when they are not. Children 
are better off raised by two people 
than by a single person or by three 
people or by a commune. 

Marriage gives to some rela¬ 
tionships, but not to any others, 
an array of social support, bene¬ 
fits, and legal protections. In other 



words, marriage creates status hi¬ 
erarchies that are antithetical to 
the liberal egalitarianism that has 
dominated the gay civil rights 
movement for almost forty years. 

One can make an egalitarian 
argument for gay marriage. This is 
what many left-progressives have 
rather uneasily tried to do. One 
can argue, for example, that gay 
marriage is justified on the prin¬ 
ciple that gay couples are rele¬ 
vantly like straight couples. That’s 
right as far as it goes, but it means 
we’re saying gay-couple relation¬ 
ships are better than other rela¬ 
tionships. It leaves out single peo¬ 
ple and relationships that don’t fit 
the traditional pattern of two-per¬ 
son monogamy. They get nothing 
from allowing gay marriage. 

Honest progressives have long 
understood this and for that very 
reason have resisted the gay-mar¬ 
riage movement. They do not like 
status hierarchies and rightly see 
gay marriage as reinforcing them. 
They want everyone to be given 
legal protections and benefits, re¬ 
gardless of the form, nature, and 
numerosity of the relationships 
they enter. 

Now consider how unlibertar¬ 
ian marriage is. Nobody is literal¬ 
ly forced to get married. But civil 
marriage, as an institution shaped 
by the state, puts the government 
in the position of backing some 
relationships at everyone’s ex¬ 
pense. Each of the various legal 
page 12 ► 
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1 Nuclear’ attack 
on LGBT rights 



by Bill Barnes 


ourteen senators this week 
announced a deal to avert 
the so-called nuclear option 
that would end the filibuster to 
block extreme judicial nominees. 
Luckily, both California Democ¬ 
ratic senators, Barbara Boxer 
and Dianne Feinstein, avoided 
this misguided coalition, which is 
made up of seven Democrats and 
seven Republicans. 

Under this deal, extremists 
Janice Rogers Brown (Califor¬ 
nia) and William Pryor (Alaba¬ 
ma) get up-or-down votes, and it 
is likely both will be confirmed. 
The Human Rights Campaign is¬ 
sued a misleading statement pro¬ 
claiming “Compromise Preserves 
Filibuster, Prevents Future Ex¬ 
tremists.” Neither Brown nor 
Pryor have the lifetime federal po¬ 
sitions yet, but this deal paves the 
way to make them future judicial 
extremists. 

Brown was the only California 
Supreme Court justice to rule 
against allowing lesbian and gay 
parents to adopt children. Brown 
said that allowing a partner to 
adopt his or her partner’s bio¬ 
logical child “trivializes 
family bonds.” 

As Alabama’s attorney 
general, Pryor was the 
only AG outside of Texas 
to support Texas’ 
sodomy law. President 
George Bush used a 
recess appoint¬ 
ment to name 
Pryor to the 
federal bench, 
where he was the deciding vote to 
uphold Florida’s same-sex adop¬ 
tion ban, the only such law in 
America. Kevin Cathcart of 
Lambda Legal said Pryor “is the 
most demonstrably antigay judi¬ 
cial nominee in recent memory.” 

Why would Democratic sena¬ 
tors back this ill-conceived plan to 
install antigay justices for life on 
the federal bench? The leaders of 
the Democratic side - Ben Nel¬ 
son (Nebraska) and Robert Byrd 
(West Virginia) - are the only two 
Democrats still in the Senate who 
last year voted for the Federal 
Marriage Amendment. When you 
compare the seven Democratic 
and seven Republican senators on 
the FMA, four of the senators 
from each party voted against 
writing discrimination into the 
Constitution. 

Six Democrats in the coalition 
have an average of 60 on a scale of 
100 on the Human Rights Cam¬ 
paign’s scorecard, far lower than 
normal for Democrats. The seven 
Republicans have a combined 
score of 41, much higher than 
normal, and include two - Lin¬ 
coln Chafee (Rhode Island) and 
Susan Collins (Maine) - with an 
88 out of 100, scores that make 
them as good or better than any 
Democrat in the “Gang of 14.” 

It’s clear why moderate Repub¬ 
licans wanted to avert a tough vote 
that would frustrate extreme con¬ 
servatives from their base. Why 
some Democrats sold out, when 
they were winning under effective 
Senate Minority Leader Harry 
Reid (Nevada), remains an open 
question. You just knew things 
would turn out poorly when Sen¬ 
ator Joe Lieberman (Connecti¬ 
cut) was falling over himself to 
praise the deal. Our community 
must hold so-called moderate 


Senate Democrats accountable for 
selling out when fair-minded 
Americans and other Democrats 
could have derailed the nuclear 
option. 

Supes to honor Levada? 

Everybody in San Francisco 
politics seems to have an opinion 
of Arthur Evans, whose e- 
mail missives skewer 
our elected leaders and 
poke fun at progres¬ 
sives. Yet Evans’ 
newest entry, “Has 
McGoldrick Gone 
Bananas?” is right on. 
Like most supervi¬ 
sors, Jake 
McGoldrick 
introduces 
feel-good res¬ 
olutions. These measures thank 
people for doing work they’re 
supposed to do, acknowledge bu¬ 
reaucrats when they retire, and 
show official support for any 
number of worthy and question¬ 
able endeavors and individuals. 
On May 17, McGoldrick put for¬ 
ward his latest resolution honor¬ 
ing William Levada, the San 
Francisco archbishop recently 
named head of the Catholic Con¬ 
gregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith. Hopefully, supervisors will 
reject this unfortunate proposal. 

Evans rightly points out that 
Levada “has been the living em¬ 
bodiment of homophobia, sex¬ 
ism, corporate toadyism, doctri¬ 
nal rigidity, and outright deceit.” 
Levada donated $30,000 of church 
money to the Knight initiative to 
outlaw gay marriage, urged the 
city of Rome to ban its Pride cele¬ 
bration, opposed initial attempts 
to provide domestic partnership 
benefits to eligible workers of 
businesses that contract with the 
city, and, as Evans puts it “in¬ 
tend [s] to sell off priceless historic 
churches here to developers, in 
order to pay off lawsuits against 
priests who have molested chil¬ 
dren.” 

On the last point, it’s worth ac¬ 
knowledging state Senator Carole 
Migden (D-San Francisco), 
Board of Supervisors President 
Aaron Peskin, and community 
activist Joe Dignan for their ef¬ 
fective defense of St. Brigid’s 
Church, a historical landmark if 
ever there was one. 

Marriage watch I: 
Republicans attack! 

I always knew the far right’s 
obsession with gay marriage was 
tinged with hypocrisy. During de¬ 
liberations on the Defense of Mar¬ 


riage Act years ago, Elizabeth 
Birch, then director of HRC, of¬ 
fered the best analysis when she 
asked then-Congressman Bob 
Barr, the bill’s sponsor, “Which 
marriage are you defending: your 
first, second, or third?” 

So this comes as no surprise: 
while Seminole County’s Jim 
Stelling was running for Florida 
GOP chair, fellow Republican 
Nancy Goettman sent out a let¬ 
ter suggesting that someone mar¬ 
ried six times wouldn’t be the best 
family values leader. Stelling sued 
Goettman over the letter, saying 
he had only been married five 
times, not six. Stelling lost the 
party chair election in a very close 
vote. 

Marriage watch II: 

ET features child rapist 
wedding 

Five-time husband Stelling has 
nothing on twice-convicted child 
rapist Mary Kay LeTourneau, 

whose wedding to former student 
Vili Fualaau was glorified on En¬ 
tertainment Tonight. LeTourneau 
was the 34-year-old teacher con¬ 
victed of having sex with Fualaau, 
then a 12-year-old boy in her sixth 
grade class. While on probation, 
LeTourneau was busted again. She 
returned to prison for the rest of 
her seven and a half year sentence, 
where she gave birth to the cou¬ 
ple’s second child. 

Some judge with more sense 
than LeTourneau awarded cus¬ 
tody of the two children to 
Fualaau’s mother, who’s essential¬ 
ly the same age as LeTourneau. 
Now 43-year-old LeTourneau and 
22-year-old Fualaau have wed in a 
lavish ceremony at a Washington 
state winery. No law or sex abuse 
conviction blocked their mar¬ 
riage. 

Marriage watch III: 
Maryland setback 

Five marriages for Republican 
leaders are okay, and a sexually 
abusive teacher can marry the stu¬ 
dent. Yet Maryland Governor Bob 
Ehrlich (R) doesn’t think same- 
sex couples should even be able to 
visit one another in the hospital. 
Ehrlich vetoed a bill that would 
have allowed such simple rights 
and basic protections straight 
people - including the often-mar¬ 
ried and age-inappropriate - take 
for granted. How’s that for fair¬ 
ness? 

Scenes from Badlands 

Saturday night marked the 
fourth week of Badlands protests, 

page 23 ► 
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Genetic redemption? 



by Gwendolyn Ann Smith 


he same week that medical 
science grabbed headlines 
for determining that gay 
men process smells differently 
from straight men, another no¬ 
table piece of research eluded at¬ 
tention. This other study, to be 
published in the August issue of a 
scientific journal with the rather 
unwieldy title of Psychoneuroen¬ 
docrinology, presents a possible 
genetic difference among a num¬ 
ber of transsexuals. 

I’ll try to break it down a bit 
more than one might expect from 
a journal with the above title. 
What these researchers found via 
genetic research of transsexuals 
was a repeating sequence of genes. 
The genes in question affect the 
sexual development of the 
brain. 

This study may prove 
one of the more dominant 
theories about the cause 
of transsexuality, as one 
of the genes in 
question affects 
the flow of es¬ 
trogen to the 
brain of a fetus. 

It has long been postulated that it 
is a “hormonal flush” of the brain 
- or lack thereof - before birth 
that could cause the development 
of transsexuals. 

This new study is far from a 
conclusive answer to why there are 
transsexuals in the world, but it is 
likely the closest proof yet that 
transsexuals are born, not made. 
The only other study to come close 
examined an obscure region of the 
brain, and found differences in the 
size of said region amongst male 
to female transsexuals. Each sub¬ 
ject had been on feminizing hor¬ 
mones for several years, and these 
hormones could have potentially 
affected their brain structure. This 
older study also only included six 
male to female subjects - hardly a 
sizable number. 

That is one of the flaws, too, 
with the new research. Re¬ 
searchers studied 29 male to fe¬ 
male transsexuals, versus 229 
non-transsexual males. It can be 
hard to base conclusive studies on 
such a small test group, though 
the results appear positive. Unlike 
the earlier study, it’s rather unlike¬ 
ly that hormones could cause a 
significant genetic shift. 

I also note that both of the 
above studies focused on male to 
female transsexuals, ignoring fe¬ 
male to male transsexuals as well 
as any number of other members 


of the larger trans¬ 
gender community. 

I could imagine 
there would be a siz¬ 
able amount of vari¬ 
ation among these 
various groups. 

The new research 
is encouraging that 
some “proof” may 
now be had that 
transsexualism, at 
least, is more of a 
physical, genetic 
variance, rather than 
some sort of mental 
health issue. Some¬ 
thing that many 
transpeople have been saying all 
along. 

That may be the most impor¬ 
tant part of all this. For over a cen¬ 
tury, some of the more for¬ 
ward-thinking of the med¬ 
ical establishment have 
taken interest in those of 
the population who in¬ 
sist, in spite of the appear¬ 
ance of their bodies, that 
their gender is 
something else. 
Nevertheless, 
it’s been trans¬ 
gender people 
who have gotten the particular 
ball rolling in the first place, sim¬ 
ply by expressing a desire to be 
seen as a member of a gender that 
feels more comfortable to them, 
rather than that which society at 
large would prefer they stay with¬ 
in. 

It has been transsexuals who 
have gone through the gender 
programs, or through the Harry 
Benjamin Standards of Care, in 
order to receive treatment to 
change their sex, and it has been 
all members of the larger trans¬ 
gender community who have 
fought to be seen not only as sane, 
but worthy members of society. 

With a study like this, we may 
finally have something we can 
point to and say “this proves that 
I’m not just some crazy person.” 

Unfortunately, like any of the 
studies over time that have point¬ 
ed to causes for homosexuality, I 
suspect that any potential flaws in 
new study will be used to discred¬ 
it any valid findings, or, more like¬ 
ly, this study will be ignored alto¬ 
gether. 

Indeed, I suspect members of 
the conservative right to stick to 
older dogma that transsexuals are 
“sick,” can be “cured” through re¬ 
ligion, and, naturally deserve to be 
treated as second-class citizens. 
Certainly, many of their ilk seem 
to prefer relegating scientific 


knowledge as secondary to their 
religious teachings or moral 
stance. 

More than this, my own para¬ 
noid leanings make me question if 
finding a genetic link to transsex¬ 
uality might eventually lead to 
some form of “gene therapy” or 
other treatment to try and get rid 
of those things that might cause 
the development of a transsexual. 
It is not that much of a stretch, es¬ 
pecially when one considers the 
forced sterilization of thousands 
of Americans in the first half of 
the 20th century, as part of the 
failed “eugenics” movement. It can 
simply depend on how one views 
gender variance - and this culture 
seem to be reinforcing gender 
conformity more than ever. 

The most likely thing to come 
out of such research, once proven, 
could be a genetic screening for 
transsexuality. It could do away 
with the current standards of care, 
requiring a year of cross living and 
the care of a therapist, or it could 
just be added to the current stan¬ 
dards. 

For now, things are still based 
purely on the genetic makeup of a 
mere 29 male to female transsexu¬ 
als, and while it does seem to pan 
out among them, there is still a lot 
farther to go before any of the 
above might be justified. For now, 
I would rather like to think that 
this research may indeed be a tool 
for transgender people, rather 
than one that can be all-too-read- 
ily used against us. 

Yet to me, when all is said and 
done, this study means very little 
to me. It can only prove what I’ve 
long since known in my heart - 
and I’ll take that over any study, 
any day. ▼ 


Gwen Smith thinks her genes 
are just fine, if a bit snug at the 
waist. You can find her online 
at www.gwensmith.com. 




Gearing up for Dyke March 


S upporters of San Francisco's Dyke March get into the spirit Saturday, May 21 at a fun fundraising 
party at Ei Rio. Happy Hyder, a grand marshal of last year's Pride Parade, was one of the perform¬ 
ers; other entertainment included bands, poets, and dancers. This year's Dyke March takes place Sat¬ 
urday, June 25 at Dolores Park. For more information, visit www.dykemarch.org. 
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Hand job 


by Jane Warner 


§ ells Fargo, 2020 Market, 
May 21, 10:29 a.m.: A 
bank employee saw a 
man standing near the customer 
service line, looking as though he 
wasn’t sure where to go. “Can I 
help you?” she asked. “Yes,” the 
man replied. “I’d like to 
make a withdrawal.” The 
employee directed him 
to the appropriate line 
where the man stood 
in line with the rest 
of the customers. 

When he reached the 
teller, however, he 
held his hands to¬ 
gether below the 
counter as though 
he had a gun and 
quietly said in a low whisper, 
“This is a robbery. Give me all 
your money.” Afraid he had a 
gun, the teller handed the suspect 
an undisclosed amount of 
money. The robber put the 
money in his pants pocket and 
fled to the parking lot of Safeway. 
The suspect - described as 
African American, 50 years old, 6 
feet 2 inches, 170 pounds, wear¬ 
ing a green shirt, and black jeans 
- was last seen crossing Church 
Street. Responding police 
searched the area, but were un¬ 
able to find him. 

Freeze frame 

1300 block of Church Street, 
May 15, 9 a.m.: While in his 
house, a resident heard a noise 
coming from his living room. 
When he went to investigate, he 
saw a strange man coming 
through the window. Hearing her 
husband yell, the man’s wife 
came out of the bathroom and 
saw her husband confronting the 
suspect. The suspect, described as 


a white male in his 30s, slid down 
a ladder that he had placed 
against the side of the house and 
disappeared out of sight. The 
couple called the police, who 
searched the area but were unable 
to find the suspect. The next day, 
however, a police sergeant read 
the report and recognized the 
suspect as someone she had 
stopped and questioned ear¬ 
lier that week. The 
sergeant looked 
through her notes and 
got his name and his 
photo from a previ¬ 
ous mug shot. The 
sergeant showed a 
photo lineup to 
the victims, who 
positively identi¬ 
fied the suspect as 
the man who had 
attempted to crawl through their 
window. The sergeant forwarded 
the information to the burglary 
division where a warrant was is¬ 
sued for the man’s arrest. 

Liquid lunch 

Cala Foods, 4201 18th Street, 
May 17, 10:18 a.m.: A clerk 
watched as a man entered the 
store carrying a large gray shop¬ 
ping bag. The man-went over to 
the section where the alcoholic 
beverages were displayed and 
placed two large bottles of 
Beefeater gin in his shopping bag. 
The man walked past the cash 
registers, failing to pay for the 
merchandise, and then proceed¬ 
ed out of the door. Seeing this, 
the clerk gave chase and the sus¬ 
pect began to run eastbound on 
18th Street toward Castro. The 
clerk pursued the suspect down 
18th, until they reached the 7- 
Eleven, where the suspect ran out 
of breath and stopped running. “I 
fucked up. Here, take it,” the sus¬ 
pect said and threw down the 



shopping bag containing the 
stolen booze. A police officer 
drove up at about the same time 
and took the suspect into custody 
without incident. A search of his 
clothing, however, discovered two 
crack pipes hidden in his pants 
pocket and a computer search re¬ 
vealed he was on active parole. 
The suspect, 36, was taken to 
Mission Station where he was 
booked for burglary, possession 
of paraphernalia, and parole vio¬ 
lation. 

Grab bag 

Clinton Park and Guerrero, 
May 23, 6:10p.m.: A construction 
worker working inside a resi¬ 
dence on Guerrero Street heard a 
loud bang coming from outside 
the house. When he went out to 
investigate, he saw a strange man 
leaning into the rear windshield 
of a parked unattended black 
Toyota pickup truck. The worker 
could see the windshield had 
been smashed as shards of glass 
were strewn across the pavement 
where the man was standing. The 
suspect looked startled as he saw 
the worker looking at him and 
grabbed a large gray plastic tub 
'containing numerous tools out of 
the bed of the truck and started 
running eastbound on Clinton 
Park toward Valencia Street. The 
worker called 911 on his cell 
phone and gave a description of 
the suspect as African American, 
40 years old, wearing a red base¬ 
ball cap, blue windbreaker jacket 
and blue jeans. Police searched 
the area for the suspect but were 
unable to find him. T 
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f hen right-wing antigay 
conservatives such as 
Gary Bauer and James 
Dobson hate something, it’s a 
pretty sure bet gays will like it. But 
when the U.S. Senate agreed this 
week to set aside a plan to elimi¬ 
nate use of the filibuster for judi¬ 
cial nominees, the reaction from 
gay political quarters was decid¬ 
edly tempered. 

Bauer, head of American Val¬ 
ues, and Dobson of Focus on the 
Family, said the compromise is a 
“sell out” and a “complete bail 
out,” respectively. 

For gays, the good news was 
that, at least for now, the Democ¬ 
ratic minority would retain some 
ability to filibuster ultra-conserv¬ 
ative nominees to the federal 
courts. 

But National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force Executive Director 
Matt Foreman said the compro¬ 
mise left him feeling “a deep fore¬ 
boding” and Kevin Cathcart, exec¬ 
utive director of Lambda Legal 
Defense and Education Fund, said 
it comes at a “high price for the 
LGBT community.” 

In order to get enough Repub¬ 
licans to vote to protect the fili¬ 
buster, Democrats had to agree to 
allow the Senate to vote on three 
judicial nominees, including one 
whom Lambda Legal character¬ 
izes as “perhaps the most antigay 
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federal judicial nominee in mem¬ 
ory.” That nominee is William H. 
Pryor. 

“Compromise is never pretty, 
especially when it involves allow¬ 
ing somebody as antigay as 
William Pryor to get a lifetime ap¬ 
pointment to the federal appeals 
court,” said David Smith, vice 
president of policy for the Human 
Rights Campaign. “That is cer¬ 
tainly not good.” 

But faced with the prospect 
that Republicans needed only 51 
of their 55 votes to eliminate the 
filibuster and then approve all 
nominees, he said, the compro¬ 
mise’s result has to be seen as 
“positive.” 

To end an ongoing filibuster, 
Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist 
(R-Tennessee) needed all 55 Re¬ 
publicans and five additional 
votes. But to eliminate the fili¬ 
buster, all he needed was a ruling 
from Republican Senate Presi¬ 
dent Dick Cheney that filibusters 
cannot be used during consider¬ 
ation of judicial nominations. As¬ 
suming Cheney was poised to de¬ 
liver such a ruling and that De¬ 
mocrats were poised to object to 
it, the Senate could have elimi¬ 
nated filibusters with a simple 
majority. 

So Monday night, when seven 
Republicans announced that they 
had agreed to a compromise with 
seven Democrats to allow fili¬ 
busters only in “extraordinary cir¬ 
cumstances,” those seven Repub¬ 
licans effectively refused to vote 
the party line on Frist’s plan - 
which former Majority Leader 
Trent Lott had dubbed the “nu¬ 
clear option.” 

Publicly, Frist welcomed the 
compromise, but on the floor of 
the Senate Tuesday, it was clear 
that he was still squaring for a 
fight. He said his plan was “still on 
the table” and that he would “not 
hesitate to use it, if necessary.” 

HRC’s Smith said he is not 
worried about Frist’s comments 
because the Frist plan cannot suc¬ 
ceed without at least three of the 
seven Republicans deciding to 
abandon the compromise. The 


seven who signed on are some of 
the senate’s most respected Re¬ 
publicans, including John McCain 
(Arizona) and John Warner (Vir¬ 
ginia), and among the least prone 
to getting in line as mere partisan 
proxies. 

In fact, the compromise ap¬ 
pears to be more a product of cre¬ 
ative negotiations rather than the 
more routine tradeoffs between 
left and right. Smith said the 14 
senators working on the compro¬ 
mise did not provide outside or¬ 
ganizations with any opportunity 
to say which nominees they would 
be allowed to advance to a floor 
vote. Had gay organizations been 
consulted, Pryor would have been 
at the top of the “extraordinary 
circumstances” list. 

“Pryor has compared our love 
to bestiality, incest, and pedophil¬ 
ia,” said Cathcart. “He says pro¬ 
hibiting antigay discrimination is 
giving us ‘special privileges.’ And 
he thinks one of our recent 
Supreme Court victories against 
antigay bigotry amounts to ‘new 
rules of political correctness.’” 

Smith said “every effort will be 
made” to defeat Pryor’s nomina¬ 
tion when it is brought to the 
floor. 

The compromise did not in¬ 
clude a floor vote for one antigay 
nominee - William G. Myers III, 
whom President Bush nominated 
to the 9th Circuit (San Francisco). 
Myers has said he agrees with the 
1986 Bowers v. Hardwick decision 
in which the U.S. Supreme Court 
upheld laws prohibiting sodomy 
between consenting same-sex 
adults. He could get a floor vote, 
but he’ll need 60 votes to stop the 
expected Democratic filibuster. 

Reacting to the compromise 
this week, Bauer said the deal 
means that it is “now more likely 
that radical social change will con¬ 
tinue to be forced on the Ameri¬ 
can people by liberal courts com¬ 
mitted to same-sex marriage, 
abortion on demand, and hostili¬ 
ty to religious expression.” 

Dobson called it “a complete 
bailout and betrayal by a cabal of 
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benefits associated with marriage 
carries a price that is borne 
through taxes by everyone, in¬ 
cluding those who don’t want to 
marry. Marriage is a tax on being 
single or polygamous. 

One could make a libertarian 
case for marriage by arguing that 
marrying is a choice that should 
be freely open to autonomous in¬ 
dividuals. But this view misses the 
point of marriage, which is not a 
celebration of individual autono¬ 
my. It is about duty to others, not 
freedom for oneself. Further, in 
marriage, the state is hardly neu¬ 
tral about individual choices. It 
encourages people to make the 
marriage choice and then, once 
they’ve made it, regulates the 
choice by conditioning their con¬ 
duct in it and their exit from it 
(through divorce). 

That’s why some libertarians es¬ 
chew gay marriage in favor of abol¬ 
ishing marriage altogether and re¬ 
placing it with a system of allowing 
people to enter enforceable private 
contracts for mutual care. This 
proposal is completely utopian (or 
in my view, dystopian), since abol¬ 


ishing state-sanctioned marriage 
after centuries of state involvement 
is even less likely than the election 
of a Libertarian Party president. 
But for a libertarian it has the aca¬ 
demic virtue of consistency. 

Marriage is founded on neither 
equality nor liberty. It is in some 
ways the negation of these. It is a 
way of binding people together in 
a union that is thought to benefit 
the couple, any children they raise, 
and the community around them, 
to an extent that other relation¬ 
ships simply do not. That’s why it 
is a social institution. It is shaped 
by and helps to nurture the soci¬ 
ety in which it arises. 

If we are to get gay marriage, 
we must be able to appeal to the 
bulk of the country that properly 
understands marriage in this way. 
We must argue for it not on the 
basis of antidiscrimination princi¬ 
ples, or on the basis of individual 
liberty, but on the basis of com¬ 
munity. It is like nothing else 
we’ve fought for. T 


Dale Carpenter is a law 
professor. He can be reached at 
0utRight@aol.com. Some of 
his past columns can be read at 
http://www.indegayforum.com/. 
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Gay parenting 

◄ page 1 

ents.” 

For the women involved in the 
cases it was an emotional day. 
Emily B., who is seeking child sup¬ 
port from her former partner, 
cried inside court. Outside, she 
held up framed photos of her 
twins, Kaia and Ry, who has Down 
syndrome. 

“They deserve child support. 
The fact she can just walk away 
and abandon these children isn’t 
right,” said Emily. “I feel very pos¬ 
itive.” 

At issue in the cases, all of 
which stem from custody battles 
between lesbian couples, is 
whether children of same-sex 
couples can be denied the oppor¬ 
tunity to receive child support 
from two parents, and whether a 
person can be allowed to avoid 
child-support responsibility 
merely because his or her former 
partner is the same sex. 

“All children are entitled to 
support from the two people who 
brought them into the world and 
all children are entitled to support 
from the person who creates a 
parent-child relationship and 
takes them into their home,” ar¬ 
gued Kara Read-Spangler on be¬ 
half of state Attorney General Bill 
Lockyer. “Don’t rely on biology, 
rather look at the contact and 
conduct of the people involved.” 

When asked by Justice Ming 
Chin if it matters if the parent is a 
man or a woman, Read-Spangler 
replied the court cannot read state 
laws governing child support that 
refer to husband and wife “literal¬ 
ly” and must apply them “without 
the gender of the people involved 
in mind.” 

On behalf of the public, Lock¬ 
yer invoked his authority to chal¬ 
lenge a Court of Appeals ruling, 
Elisa Maria B. v. Superior Court of 
El Dorado County, in which the 
appeals court ruled that one of the 
parents in a separated same-sex 
couple does not have child-sup¬ 
port obligations. On behalf of 
Lockyer, Read-Spangler argued 
that same-sex couples have the 
same legal duty to financially sup¬ 
port the children they bring into 
this world as those of opposite-sex 
couples, because when only one of 
two people is required to provide 
support, it’s the children who un¬ 
fairly bear the burden. 

She also said that based on the 
court’s decision in Sharon S., 
which upheld second-parent 
adoptions, and the legislature’s 
passage of AB205, state lawmakers 
indicated they “want to extend 
protections to same-sex couples 
and their children.” 

The case involves former cou¬ 
ple Elisa B. and Emily B., who 
arranged through a sperm bank to 
have child together. Emily became 
pregnant with twins and Elisa had 
a third child. For a time Elisa sup¬ 
ported the family as the sole 
provider, however, after the two 
women split up, Elisa stopped her 
financial support and El Dorado 
County officials filed suit against 
her in 2001 to force her to pay 
child support. 

A trial court ruled that Elisa is 
a parent to the children because 
the two women planned the fam¬ 
ily together and Elisa held the 
children out as her own and there¬ 
fore bears financial responsibility 
for them. The appeals court dis¬ 
agreed, ruling that Elisa should 
not be considered the other par¬ 
ent to the children and has no 
obligations to her family. 

Her attorney, Shelly Hanke, 
told the court “is Elisa B a parent? 
Absolutely not.” Hanke conceded 
that “whenever possible a child 
should have two parents,” but 
added “that is not always the case. 


A woman can have a child under 
artificial insemination and the fa¬ 
ther can donate sperm without 
being sued for financial obliga¬ 
tions.” 

However Justice Chin told her 
“the facts in this case do not sup¬ 
port your position.” He pointed 
out that Elisa routinely identified 
all three children as her own, even 
claiming them as her dependents 
on tax forms and breast-feeding 
them. 

“What does this look like to 
you?” he asked. 

To which Hanke responded, 
“That I shouldn’t breast feed 
someone else’s child.” 

Chin pressed on with his ques¬ 
tioning, asking “Didn’t your client 
claim this child as her own?” After 
being told she had, Chin then 
asked, “Didn’t she tell an expec¬ 
tant employer she had triplets?” 
Hanke replied she didn’t know if 
she had done that, but acknowl¬ 
edged Elisa had told family and 
friends that. 

By saying Elisa is responsible 
for Emily’s children, Hanke said 
the court would “be stretching 
into the absurd by saying a moth¬ 
er can be a father. Elisa is not the 
mother - Emily is the mother - 
and she can’t be the father.” 

Judge Marvin Baxter said it ap¬ 
peared that Elisa does fall under 
how the state defines a parent 
since she held out the children as 
her own and received them into 
her home. “It seems clear to me 
one can apply presumption of 
parenthood to this case. The pre¬ 
sumption does arise, there is no 
way around it.” 

Justice Janice Rogers Brown, 
whose nomination to the federal 
bench was part of the showdown 
over filibusters in the U.S. Senate, 
did express concerns about what 
impact the court’s ruling would 
have on the right of a woman to 
decide who would parent her chil¬ 
dren. 

“Suppose if Elisa were a male 
who was not biologically related 
to Emily’s children but agreed to 
pay for the children but didn’t 
sign any agreement. Then he 
wanted to be a father and she did¬ 
n’t want him to, would we be 
overriding her rights?” asked 



NCLR attorney Courtney Joslin 


Brown of Courtney Joslin, an at¬ 
torney with the National Center 
for Lesbian Rights, which repre¬ 
sented Emily in the case. “If a ver¬ 
bal agreement is enough then she 
is yoked into that position from 
here on out?” 

“If there is enough evidence,” 
Joslin answered. 

Brown suggested by ruling on 
behalf of Emily the court could 
open up the possibility of 
strangers intruding on parental 
roles. She also questioned “if any 
oral agreement would be enough 
how would we know it?” 

Second case 

In the second case of K.M. v. 
E.G. a lower court found that 
since K.M. signed a waiver at a 
UCSF fertility clinic to donate her 


eggs to E.G. she relinquished any 
legal ties to the children born 
from those eggs. The appeals 
court upheld that decision. 

However the woman, whose 
name is Kim and lives in San 
Rafael, maintains she should not 
be held to the waiver agreement 
and is indeed the children’s moth¬ 
er. Her lawyer, Jill Hersh, argued 
that a true donor does not go 
home with the woman carrying 
her ova as Kim did and help raise 
the kids. “The form is a Catch-22. 
She had to sign the form before 
the procedure could go forward,” 
argued Hersh. “Clearly this form 
did not take into account the ex¬ 
istence of a loving, lesbian rela¬ 
tionship.” 

The women were domestic 
partners and “agreed to create a 
family together,” she said. “The 
children thought, this is their 
mother. There is nothing in the 
way this family lived that is any 
different than our notion of an 
idealized unitary family.” 

E.G.’s lawyer, Diana Richmond, 
noted that her client specifically 
told Kim that she wanted to be the 
sole parent and only after the 
women had been together five 
years would she consider allowing 
Kim to adopt them. 

However Justice Chin once 
again questioned the notion that 
Kim was not a parent, noting E.G. 
told Kim’s parents they would be 
grandparents. 

“There are some things here in 
the record that look like they are 
both parents of these children,” he 
said. 

To which Richmond said Kim’s 
role was similar to a stepparent or 
a domestic partner who enters 
into a relationship with a partner 
who already has children. 

“It doesn’t make the new 
spouse automatically the father or 
mother of the other person’s chil¬ 
dren,” she said. “She never held 
out these children as her children. 
Only E.G. was listed as the moth¬ 
er on the birth certificate, bap¬ 
tismal certificate.” 

But Kim was listed as their 
mother on school records in order 
to be able to pick them up, lead¬ 
ing Justice Kennard to ask, “why 
shouldn’t this court take that into 
account?” 

Chief Justice Ronald George 
seemed to side with Kim’s lawyer 
when he noted that the waiver 
form “was given to the parties. It 
was not drawn up by the parties.” 
And Justice Werdegar noted that, 
“it sounds like signing the form 
was mandatory. If you didn’t sign 
it, there was no way to procreate 
here.” 

Richmond interjected that it 
did not matter who wrote the 
forms because “the parties dis¬ 
cussed those forms weeks before 
they signed it” and therefore Kim 
should not be viewed as their 
mother. 

But Justice Kennard seemed to 
dismiss that argument, saying, 
“one can argue that K.M. had a 
very long relationship with the 
twins. If looked at from a legisla¬ 
tive policy, wouldn’t the children 
be better off to have K.M. as a sec¬ 
ond parent? Not only do they al¬ 
ready have a relationship with her 
but she is offering to support 
them.” 

Richmond tried to argue it 
isn’t whether Kim should be the 
second parent but who gets to 
make that decision. Yet Justice 
Chin said since Kim can claim to 
be the children’s biological moth¬ 
er that “is a powerful fact.” 

After the proceedings, Kim 
said the day was “a little over¬ 
whelming” but added, “I have to 
feel hopeful.” Her partner moved 
to Massachusetts in August 2001 
and ceased all contact between 
Kim and the kids last February. 
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Bay State couples 
mark first anniversary 


by Lisa Keen 


■IP here’s something revolu- 
tionary about spring in 
1 Massachusetts. 

It was spring in the Bay State 
that the “shot heard round the 
world” launched the American 
Revolution against British tyran¬ 
ny in 1775. It was spring in Mass¬ 
achusetts that free black men 
mustered to form the 54th Regi¬ 
ment of the Union Army, which 
would lead the north in one of the 
most dangerous assaults of the 
Civil War in 1863. And it was 
spring in Massachusetts that saw 
the first legal marriages between 
same-sex couples in the United 
States in 2004. 

Now, in 2005, the United States 
is an independent democracy, 
slavery has been abolished in this 
country, and same-sex couples 
can still get married - in Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

Since May 17, 2004, when the 
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial 
Court’s ruling that the state Con¬ 
stitution required same-sex cou¬ 
ples to be treated the same as het¬ 
erosexuals in the issuance of mar¬ 
riage licenses went into effect, 
more than 6,000 same-sex couples 
have obtained marriage licenses 
and had them recorded with the 
state registry. For some, it is a cul¬ 
tural revolution that threatens, in 
some unarticulated way, to de- 
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Some of the Goodridge plaintiffs cut a cake May 17, marking the one-year 
anniversary of legal same-sex marriage in Massachusetts. From left: Gary 
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stray the heterosexual world’s cen- 
turies-long romance with mar¬ 
riage as a rite of passage as certain 
as taxes and death. But there is no 
evidence that heterosexual mar¬ 
riage has suffered any degradation 
from same-sex marriages during 
the past year in Massachusetts. In 
fact, there’s no evidence that het¬ 
erosexual marriages are on the 
wane at all. In the previous three 
years, the state recorded an aver¬ 
age of 37,748 heterosexual mar¬ 
riages per year. In 2004, it record¬ 
ed 41,290 heterosexual marriages, 
suggesting, if anything, that het¬ 
erosexual couples might be expe¬ 
riencing a boost in their enthusi¬ 
asm for marriage. 

As a Boston' Globe editorial 
pointed out last week, Massachu¬ 
setts also has the lowest divorce 
rate of any state in the nation, 
“boasting more family stability 
than any of the 18 states that have 
adopted constitutional bans on 
gay marriage.” 

Because of reporting delays, 
statistics are woefully incomplete 
on how many same-sex marriage 
licenses were recorded during the 
first year such licenses were legal¬ 
ly available in Massachusetts. A 
tally issued on May 3 by the 
Massachusetts Registry of Vital 
Records and Statistics, provides 
numbers for marriage certificates 
issued and registered from May 
17, 2004, to December 31, 2004. 
Those numbers are considered 
preliminary even for those 
months, said a registry press state¬ 
ment, because “city and town 
clerks are not required to transmit 
records to the state registry until 
the 10th day of the second month 
following the date of the mar¬ 
riage.” For that reason, 5,994 
same-sex marriages reflect only 
those records that were “received 
and reviewed” by the registry up 
until December 31. 

Using the registry’s breakdown 
by months, the largest number of 
same-sex marriage licenses were 
recorded during the last two 
weeks of May last year - 1,635. In 
June, there were 1,434 recorded. 
So more than half of the same-sex 
marriages recorded in 2004 were 
recorded between May 17 and the 
end of June. The number per 
month dropped off gradually after 
that time period, appearing to set¬ 
tle down to between 165 and 172 
in November and December. Tak¬ 
ing the lowest number of same- 
sex marriages per month (165) 
and extrapolating that for the 
months of January through May 
16, 2005 one could surmise that 
the lowest probable number of 
same-sex marriages in the state for 


the one-year period between May 
17, 2004, and May 16, 2005, was 
6,736. (The Boston Globe reports 
6,200 but does not indicate where 
that number comes from.) 

Same-sex marriages in the 
state comprised 18 percent of all 
marriages in Massachusetts dur¬ 
ing the recorded time period and 
never outnumbered heterosexual 
marriages. Not surprisingly, the 
greatest percentage of same-sex 
marriages was recorded during 
May 2004 - when 46 percent of all 
marriages during that two-week 
time period were same-sex mar¬ 
riages. In June, 25 percent of mar¬ 
riages in the state were same-sex 
marriages and by September 
through December, same-sex 
marriages became a steady 9 per¬ 
cent of all marriages recorded in 
the state. And almost two-thirds 
of the same-sex marriages record¬ 
ed thus far are female couples. 

Beyond Massachusetts 

But beyond Massachusetts, the 
fight for equality in marriage li¬ 
censing has been one step for¬ 
ward, two steps back. One state, 
Connecticut, moved closer to 
equality by adopting civil union 
legislation, but more than a dozen 
states passed constitutional 
amendments to ban recognition 
of same-sex marriages. Court de¬ 
cisions have offered some hope, 
but many have nullified same-sex 
marriages in other states. 

A national poll conducted for 
the Boston Globe and published 
last week found that 76 percent of 
760 adults surveyed predicted that 
other states would eventually le¬ 
galize same-sex marriage. And 
when asked whether they would 
favor their own state legalizing 
same-sex marriage, the survey re¬ 
spondents were tied at 46 percent 
each. But 41 percent still believe 
that sexual relations between two 
adults of the same sex are always 
wrong. 

The best news for the 
prospects of same-sex marriage 
came in the Globe’s pronounce¬ 
ment that the proposal to amend 
the Massachusetts Constitution to 
ban same-sex marriage is now in 
“serious doubt.” The Globe cred¬ 
ited the election last November of 
four supportive legislators, a new 
state speaker of the House, and an 
“increasing acceptance of gay 
marriage among the public.” But 
the worst news still lies in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., where President 
Bush and Republican senators 
continue to press for an amend¬ 
ment to the U.S. constitution to 
ban recognition of same-sex mar- 
page 16 ► 
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The rules of gender 


by Bob Roehr 


here are unwritten rules 
^ about being a boy and being 
■ a girl that children quickly 
master in social settings, said Betty 
Spence. The president of the Na¬ 
tional Association for Female Ex¬ 
ecutives was kicking off a 
provocative panel discussion at 
the 10th GenderPAC conference 
in Washington, D.C. on May 22. 

“In boy world, boys have got to 
hide their emotions; they have to 
disdain any signs of being vulner¬ 
able; they have to find aggression 
acceptable; power over weaker 
boys determines status. In girl 
world, popularity and looks create 
status; aggressiveness and inde¬ 
pendence can get you ostracized; 
and name calling against weaker 
girls can improve your status.” 

Spence said the gender 
straight jacket and the bullying 
that is used to enforce conformity 
is affecting kids’ performance in 
school and the way they see them¬ 
selves 

“We live in a country that has 
been violent from the beginning,” 
starting with the “discovery” of 
the new world and the conquest of 
native peoples by Europeans, said 
Lisa Crooms, a professor at 
Howard University School of Law. 
Crooms’s assertion is reinforced 
by the fact that the U.S. is the only 
superpower in the world today. 

“So, in many ways, kids are 


GenderPAC 
at 10 


by Bob Roehr 



East Bay teacher Eric Heins 

learning to bully at the knees of 
people who have perfected bully¬ 
ing. ... Until we deal with that 
larger social-cultural context we 
won’t get to the root causes of bul¬ 
lying,” Crooms said. “It’s endemic 
to our culture and the way things 
work in the United States.” 

“I don’t know that we are nec¬ 
essarily willing to divest ourselves 


of our national identity in order 
to get at critically looking at what 
it is that we claim to bring, be¬ 
cause we are the biggest and the 
baddest in the world,” Crooms 
said. 

“Bullying is a very serious 
problem. I see it in the classroom, 
but it mostly happens on the play¬ 
ground,” said Eric Heins, an ele¬ 
mentary school teacher in the East 
Bay. The bullies “tend to be suc¬ 
cessful, according to their peers.” 

“There is a girl thing and a boy 
thing for just about everything,” 
Heins said, illustrating it with the 
way he chose to sit - crossing his 
legs. That invariably results in one 
of his young male students asking, 
“Why do you sit like a girl?” 

He explains that the custom 
was tied to girls wearing dresses 
and not wanting to expose them¬ 
selves, but when people wear 
pants, they can sit any way that 
makes them comfortable. Heins 
said, in his classroom, “it is all 
about respectful behavior and 
presenting them with options out¬ 
side of the norm.” 
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The best ACTION bars in the Castro 

SFBadlands • Detour 
• Pendulum 

Saturday, May 28th 
Badlands' 5th Anniversary Half Price 

All Drinks Half Price 

Domestic Beer $1.25 r ~ 

: i now thru June 15th Iffi 4* 

W „ u , t If s 

Come Check us out 

■ 

SFBadlands • Detour 
• Pendulum 

The best ACTION bars in the Castro 


G enderPAC turns 10 this year 
and its longtime leader re¬ 
flected on the changes the 
organization has helped usher in, 
both in the workplace and society 
at large. 

“Ten years ago no major cor¬ 
poration, no member of Congress, 
or jurisdiction had laws banning 
gender identity expression dis¬ 
crimination,” said GenderPAC Ex¬ 
ecutive Director Riki Wilchins. 
“Now almost a third of Congress, 
60-plus major corporations, 70 
local jurisdictions, and 23 states 
have said that is illegal. 

“That’s phenomenal progress. 
In general the whole discourse on 
gender rights has become much 
more mainstream and broader 
than we could have ever anticipat¬ 
ed. 

“We’re growing geometrically,” 
Wilchins added. “We have a gen¬ 
der youth network and are collab¬ 
orating with 300-400 kids in 37 
chapters in 25 states. The parent¬ 
ing network is about to launch, 
bringing gay and straight parents 
together. 

“A lot of this has to do with the 
social rights and privileges that we 
grant one another; the right to be 
yourself; the right to have your 
kids be able to pursue all their in¬ 
terests, skills, and talents - whether 
those were once thought strictly 
for boys or strictly for girls. You 
can’t legislate that kind of thing, 
you have to change hearts and 
minds, and that is what Gender¬ 
PAC is all about; changing hearts 
and minds and creating new op¬ 
portunities that didn’t exist be¬ 
fore.” ▼ 


For more information, visit 



Join 


only 


$29 A MONTH 

Offer expires 5.31.05 


ENROLLMENT 


It all Starts Here 

3S Years • 675 Locations • 3 Million Members • Dne Great Name 


MARIN 


wvw.gpac.org. 

. A 


SAN FRANCISCO SAN MATEO OAKLAND 
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WWW.GDLDSGYM.CDM 

i licensee of Golds Gym Int. Inc.. This offer applies oniy for anmisi EFT memherships, Promotional rate of $29/mo. 
r the first three months oniy - regular EFT rates apply thereafter. A one time processing fee of $49 applies. Regulai 
fee is $199. 5ee participating gym for details. Offer expires 5/31/05. Some restrictions apply. 
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Real Estate Palm Springs? 

zephyr-ps.com 


dQTQX* 
- Cosmetic 

BotuliarnToxinTypeA 



BO-CURIOUS? 


JOHN MILLS, M.D. AIXA/AN/ ™ KI 

550 B CASTRO STREET AL WAYS TAN 
inside the building of — —JP 


(415) 626-8505 FOR APPOINTMENTS 


William Owen, Jr., M.D. 1 


Carl Stein, PA-C 

'■ % 

J, 

415.861.2400 

www.owenmed.com 


45 Castro St,, Suite 402 

l . Y 1 , 

San Francisco 
@ Davies Medical Center 

Gay Health Care Since 1979 


GAY SPERM 
DONORS WANTED 
BY LESBIANS 

510 - 521-7737 

www.GaySpermBank.com 


[7 ■ 

* %jk '® 

Dr. Christopher Amore 

CHIROPRACTOR 

CERTIFIED CHIROPRACTIC SPORTS PRACTITIONER 

• Neck and Back Pain • 

• Auto Injuries • Whiplash • 

• Sports Injuries • Work Injuries • 

Massage therapy available 

4411 Geary Blvd., Suite 100, S.F. 
751-BACK 751-2225 

• Open until 7 p.m. • Open Saturday • 

Affordable Bankruptcy 

Richard LaCava. Attorney at Law 

. - Free Consultations 

r yy? - Chapter 7 & 13 Bankruptcy 

7 Evening & Weekend Appointments Available 

Convenient Mission/Castro Office 

Call 415. 282. 8960 



Patented 
Wallbed System 

• No Bolting to the Floor 

• All Sizes Available 

ALSO: 

• Platform Storage Beds 

• Closet Systems 

• Armoires 

• Home Office 

• Dressers 

ALL WOOD 
No Particle Board 

• Birch • Maple • Oak 
* Cherry • Teak • Walnut 

rooMAX\ 

furniture that fits * 1 


Platform Storage Beds from $349 
Wallbeds from $1,299 
Wallbed Groups (as shown) from $2,699 


VISIT OUR NEW FACTORY SHOWROOM 
1355 Fitzgerald Avenue, San Francisco - Open Mon-Sat 10-5 
Call for Directions/Free Brochure - (415) 822-0184 


FDA panel recommends 
approval of tipranavir 


by Bob Roehr 


igi he protease inhibitor 

j tipranavir (trade name Ap- 
tivus) likely will be ap¬ 
proved by the Food and Drug Ad¬ 
ministration by late June for use 
in salvage therapy for HIV. But an 
advisory committee meeting on 
May 19 near Washington, D.C. ex¬ 
pressed “concerns and reserva¬ 
tions” in voting 11-3 to recom¬ 
mend that approval. 

The committee’s hesitation re¬ 
flects the difficulties of treating 
and hence conducting clinical tri¬ 
als in very experienced patients 
who are running out of options. 
The typical participant in this trial 
had already received 12 different 
anti-HIV drugs. The impact of a 
drug is not seen so clearly, toxici¬ 
des are more likely to be observed, 
and the drug’s benefits are not 
likely to last as long in this popu¬ 
lation as in those who are com¬ 
pletely naive to therapy. 

Aptivus is being developed by 
Boehringer Ingelheim Pharma¬ 
ceutical Inc. and is co-adminis- 
tered with the protease inhibitor 
ritonavir to keep it in the body 
longer. Its primary benefit is that 
the virus must evolve a somewhat 
unique constellation of mutation 
points to become resistant to it. 
Thus, even while the virus has mu¬ 
tated resistance to all of the other 
available protease inhibitors, it still 
may be susceptible to tipranavir. 

However, as experience has 
taught those living with AIDS, 
simply adding one new drug to a 
failing regimen does not offer sus¬ 
tained benefit; at least two and 
ideally three drugs that still work 
must be present. “For this particu¬ 
lar patient population, T-20 is the 
only drug available to support 
tipranavir at this time,” said com¬ 


pany researcher Douglas Mayers. 

Community advocate Rob 
Camp offered a smile-inducing 
analogy of the frustration of sal¬ 
vage therapy when he said in his 
testimony, “The FDA needs to be 
Cruella DeVil with these 101 Dal¬ 
matians in the sense that you are 
controlling all of these dogs [of 
multidrug salvage therapy], and 
how do you do that? How do you 
all walk down the street together?” 

“Tipranavir has a challenging 
safety and tolerability profile,” 
Camp said in speaking for the 
Treatment Action Group and 10 
other community organizations. 
“In order to do no harm, the clin¬ 
ical management needs to be 
meticulously addressed.” The re¬ 
sistance profile and use should be 
clearly stated on the label; a sec¬ 
ond agent should be added; and 
further drug interaction studies 
need to be conducted. 

One of the main concerns of 
advisory committee members was 
the added burden the drug places 
on the liver. All three of the “no” 
votes on the committee came 
from liver specialists. 

“We see lots of patients coming 
in and dying of end stage liver dis¬ 
ease with undetectable HIV viral 
loads,” said Kenneth E. Sherman, 
a liver specialist at the University 
of Cincinnati. 

He was concerned that the 
clinical trials only measured liver 
enzymes, which is a marker of 
current inflammation; they did 
not include liver biopsy, which de¬ 
tects the biologically inert scarring 
of fibrosis and cirrhosis. “In the 
community, there is very poor un¬ 
derstanding of liver injury. ... 
When you have symptoms of end 
stage liver disease, the game is 
over,” he said. 

Sherman believes that 
tipranavir’s interactions with 


other drugs that may lead to liver 
toxicity have not been clearly 
identified. “From the point of he¬ 
patology there are still many ques¬ 
tions remaining,” Sherman said. 

He suggested that in using 
tipranavir, physicians should take 
elevated liver enzymes as a sign to 
fully evaluate the patient for un¬ 
derlying fibrosis prior to starting 
the drug. That probably should 
include a liver biopsy. “The risk- 
benefit equation is likely very dif¬ 
ferent in those patients that have 
a METAVIR stage 0-1-2 disease 
versus those that are pre-cirrhotic 
and cirrhotic,” he said. 

Committee member Douglas 
G. Fish, an HIV specialist at Al¬ 
bany Medical College, said he 
would not use tipranavir in pa¬ 
tients with more than a grade 2 el¬ 
evation in liver enzymes. In pa¬ 
tients with “underlying liver dis¬ 
ease that is not particularly bur¬ 
densome,” he would monitor liver 
function either weekly or biweek¬ 
ly until he became comfortable 
that the patient is not at risk for 
hepatotoxicity. 

The committee members ex¬ 
pressed frustration at not having a 
better sense of what the drug’s 
unique resistance profile really 
means. They hoped that ongoing 
and new trials might yield better pre¬ 
dictors of what patients with which 
viral mutations are most likely to 
benefit from the drug, and which are 
more vulnerable to toxicities. 

The panel agreed that extensive 
and ongoing education would be 
crucial for effective management 
of this tricky therapy. It hoped 
that physicians would defer to ex¬ 
perienced experts in using it. As 
New Mexico community advocate 
Bob Munk said, “This is not a 
drug that can be turned loose on 
the prescribing market without an 
awful lot of information.” ▼ 


Les Natali 

◄ page 5 

people are lying, the HRC is 
lying.” 

Stop AIDS Executive Director 
Bob McMullen said he did not 
find Natali’s offer “particularly 
generous” and “in many ways it is 
too little, too late.” He added that 
accepting it would undercut his 
agency’s ongoing outreach to 
communities of color. 

“That is not an organization 
that I am willing to accept money 
from because - among other 
things, especially the timing of the 
offer - it ends up feeling like I am 
being asked to vindicate some¬ 
body’s behavior on the basis of 
their appearance of being gener¬ 


ous to our agency,” he said. “How 
much credibility are we going to 
have if we seem overly eager to 
take money from people who have 
been proven by a city commission 
to behave in a way that is discrim¬ 
inatory? It cuts all the way across 
and completely undermines our 
credibility. We have no interest in 
doing that.” 

In considering the offer, Mc¬ 
Mullen spoke with agency staff 
about Kaya Nati, a former staffer 
of Stop AIDS who provided HRC 
with a statement about being dis¬ 
criminated against at Badlands. 
Nati died only weeks before the 
HRC released its report. Mc¬ 
Mullen said he had no reason not 
to believe Nati’s account. 

“Kaya had great credibility 
with the staff members I commu¬ 


nicated with. He was not someone 
who had an agenda with this,” he 
said. “I think if Les wants to vin¬ 
dicate himself he needs to take a 
disinterested action to address 
what he has done. By his offering 
money to us he is looking like he 
is doing something without doing 
something.” 

Instead, McMullen suggested 
Natali lead an effort by Castro 
merchants to address racism in 
the business district. 

“He needs to take a real hard 
look at it, find out the source of 
where the complaints are coming 
from and see if there are things the 
Castro merchants can do to ad¬ 
dress racism,” he said. “He needs 
to show a true commitment that 
doesn’t do anything for him di¬ 
rectly.” ▼ 


Massachusetts 

M page 14 

riage nationally. 

The Globe poll suggests that 
Americans are still divided on the 
issue of banning same-sex mar¬ 
riages through a U.S. constitu¬ 
tional amendment - 47 percent 
oppose the idea, 45 percent favor, 
and the margin of error is 3.6 per¬ 
cent. 

But overall, the poll suggests 
attitudes toward gays are soften¬ 
ing. Most of those who expressed 
negative views were older than 65 
and most who expressed positive 


attitudes were 35 and younger: 

Celebrations 

Gays in Massachusetts cele¬ 
brated that increasing acceptance 
last week, as well as the one-year 
anniversary of legalized same-sex 
marriage - and in many cases, the 
one-year anniversary of their own 
marriages. Various groups held 
anniversary receptions, opponents 
held press conferences predicting 
gloom and doom, and hundreds 
of same-sex marriage couples 
posed for a mass group anniver¬ 
sary photo on a staircase in a cen¬ 
tral Boston park. 

“People have gotten to know 


our families,” said Julie 
Goodridge, one of the plaintiff 
couples in the historic Goodridge 
v. Department of Public Health 
case that led to the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court ruling 
that said same-sex couples had a 
state constitutional right to be 
treated the same as heterosexual 
couples in marriage licensing. 
“People understand we are not a 
threat to society. We’re a couple of 
moms who bring our daughter to 
soccer like everybody else.” 

“And people’s capacity for 
love,” said her spouse Hillary 
Goodridge, “far exceeds their ca¬ 
pacity for fear.” T 
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Gays spark African 
American religious 
conference 


by Jason Victor Serinus 

S ouls a’ Fire, the second na¬ 
tional conference for lesbian 
and gay African Americans 
involved in religion and ministry, 
is scheduled for June 23-25 in 
Chicago. Sponsored by the African 
American Roundtable of the Cen¬ 
ter for Lesbian and Gay Studies in 
Religion and Ministry at the Pacif¬ 
ic School of Religion in Berkeley, 
the first large-scale collaborative, 
cross-disciplinary discussion be¬ 
tween LGBT African American 
scholars, artists, faith community 
leaders, and social service workers 
from around the country (and 
their straight allies) will focus on 
the theme, “Re-Imagining Black 
Religious Identity: Race, Class, 
Gender & Sexuality.” 

According to Johari Jabir, con¬ 
ference coordinator and an orga¬ 
nizer of the roundtable, he and 
nine others first met over four 
years ago to discuss what could be 
done to articulate issues around 
being gay and lesbian and a person 
of faith in the black community. 



The Reverend Lynice Pinkard 

“It’s about challenging the 
churches of our youth, the misog¬ 
yny, homophobia, and hierarchi¬ 
cal authoritarian structures we 
were raised with,” Pinkard ex¬ 
plained. “We want to make sure 
that in creating new churches and 
theologies, we don’t retain a lot of 
the old baggage of misogyny, gen¬ 
der issues and class oppression.” 


“Black gay and lesbian people’s 
religious voices have been missing 
from the discourse about gay and 
lesbian marriage 


The first roundtable conference, 
small in scale, took place in Berke¬ 
ley in 2003. The following year, a 
Chicago planning meeting includ¬ 
ed a symposium on same-sex mar¬ 
riage in the black community and 
its relationship to the black church. 

“You often hear about same- 
sex marriage from activists,” Jabir 
explained, “but they take a very 
secularized approach to the con¬ 
versation. It’s different when you 
hear from black gays and lesbians 
who do religion all the time. 

“Black gay and lesbian people’s 
religious voices have been missing 
from the discourse about gay and 
lesbian marriage. Instead we’ve 
had white activists speaking to 
black gay and lesbian people. We 
want to be able to set our own 
agenda for action. We don’t want 
to be in reaction to whatever the 
white hegemonic discourse about 
being gay and lesbian is.” 

Jabir insists that the issue is not 
that gay marriage isn’t important. 
The question is, who decides how 
important it is for the black les¬ 
bian and gay community and how 
it should be articulated? Are there 
issues that are more central to the 
community? The black lesbian 
and gay community must set its 
own agenda, rather than reacting 
to an agenda that white activists 
establish, said Jabir. 

The Reverend Lynice Pinkard, 
a pastor at Oakland’s First Con¬ 
gregational Church, will play a 
major role at the roundtable. A 
former associate pastor at San 
Francisco’s City of Refuge, found¬ 
ed by the Reverend Yvette Flunder 
to cater specifically to the needs of 
the lesbian and gay African Amer¬ 
ican community, Pinkard will fa¬ 
cilitate a plenary entitled “Un- 
Holy Ghosts: Decolonizing the 
Churches of Our Youth.” 


A related plenary is entitled 
“Wrapped Up, Tied Up, Tangled 
Up: The Politics of Aesthetic 
Maleness, Masculinity & Charis¬ 
ma in Black Religious Culture.” 

“We want to interrogate the 
notion of masculinity from a 
black religious perspective,” said 
Pinkard. “What does it mean to be 
male from a black male church 
perspective? What kind of damage 
has been done as a result of social 
constructions of gender that have 
been foisted onto young people?” 

Pinkard cited her experience as 
a therapist in San Francisco’s 
Bayview-Hunters Point specializ¬ 
ing in violence issues. The reluc¬ 
tance of black men to hold each 
other, cry, and share their feelings 
leads to what she terms “a real de¬ 
privation of the spirit,” and the 
notion that one has to subordi¬ 
nate others and perpetrate vio¬ 
lence on other men and women. 

“Some of this has to do with 
the fact that black men have been 
emasculated in this country due 
to racism; they’re considered ‘less 
than’ and feminized,” said 
Pinkard. “This leads to the high 
degree of homophobia in black 
churches where black men are in 
positions of authority, and a den¬ 
igration of the feminine, whether 
in women or gay men.” 

From the time of the transat¬ 
lantic slave trade, Pinkard ex¬ 
plained, racial prejudice hinged 
on the denigration of African 
bodies. Roundtable participants 
will examine what it means for 
blacks to have been taught to hate 
themselves and people who look 
like them, and how this internal¬ 
ized oppression leads to sexual re¬ 
pression and internalized homo¬ 
phobia. 

Perhaps the most intriguing 
plenary bears the title, “Don’t 


Leave It to Beaver: Gender Con¬ 
struction, Misogyny & Homo¬ 
negativity in the Church’s Version 
of the Family.” 

“In the black gay community,” 
said Jabir, “there is a subculture 
called houses. These are refuges 
for exiled gay and lesbian youth 
who form alternative families after 
their own families throw them out 
for being gay. Our panel addresses 
not limiting ourselves to straight 
models of what the family is. We’ll 
talk about how religion shapes 
our notions of the family, and 
how to include gay and lesbian 
youth in that family.” 

The final plenary, “Reclaiming 
Stonewall: Issues at the Intersec¬ 
tion of Race, Class, Gender 8c Sex¬ 
uality,” will reveal the central role 
of African Americans in the 
Stonewall rebellion. It will also ad¬ 
dress the centrality of the black re¬ 
ligious experience in the lives of 
Bayard Rustin, James Baldwin, 
and other great lesbian and gay 
African American activists, artists, 
and scholars. ▼ 


Registration for the conference 
is $25 before May 31. For more 
information, visit www.clgs.org 
or call (510) 849-8206 or (800) 
999-0528. 



Maturation Inhibitor 
For HIV 


HIV (+) Volunteers Are Needed To Participate In a 
Research Study Involving an Investigational HIV 
Maturation Inhibitor (A New Class of Drugs To Treat HIV 
Infection) 

Participants will be paid up to 
$1,500 

You may be eligible if you: 

1. Have a T-cell count > 200 and a viral load > 5,000 

2. No anti-HIV therapy within the last 12 weeks 

3. A negative urine drug screen 


If you qualify, you will receive routine 
medical examinations, lab tests, and 
monetary compensation. 




uest 


CLINICAL 

RESEARCH 


For more information, 
please contact Dr. Jacob Lalezari 
at Quest Clinical Research 
( 415 ) 353-0800 
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Study raises doubt on superinfections 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


JH s the Positive Partners 
I Study sheds light on HIV- 
! positive men who serosort, 
the study is also raising doubts 
about the existence of so-called 
superinfections, where people are 
infected with multiple strains of 
HIV. Despite years spent looking 
to see if superinfection exists, no 
definitive case of superinfection 
has yet to be reported. 

What researchers have con¬ 
cluded is that individuals in early 
infection, especially during their 
first year, may be at risk for super¬ 
infection. However, by the time a 
person is in their third year of in¬ 
fection, the risk appears to be 
lower. In San Francisco, 90 percent 
of HIV-positive men who have sex 
with men are past their third year 
of carrying the virus. 

— 


“We spent five years looking at 
this and we couldn’t find superin¬ 
fection,” said Bob Grant, a re¬ 
searcher with the J. David Glad¬ 
stone Institutes, speaking a forum 
for positive men held at Magnet 
Tuesday, May 17. “People will 
make you believe superinfection is 
all over, but it is not so. There are 
only 14 reported superinfectiQns 
that we know of so far in the liter¬ 
ature out there.” 

In San Francisco, Grant and his 
team examined 104 recently in¬ 
fected individuals from the Op¬ 
tions Project for evidence of su¬ 
perinfection. After 192 person- 
years of follow-up, they detected 
five cases in which a second virus 
was expressed after seroconver¬ 
sion. In only two cases did testing 
not eliminate the possibility of su¬ 
perinfection. 

They confirmed one case as a 
dual infection at the time the virus 


was acquired and in three cases the 
second virus appeared during the 
first year of infection. In the fifth 
case, the second virus appeared in 
the third year of infection. 

The Gladstone researchers 
make a distinction between possi¬ 
ble superinfection cases and cases 
where an individual had a dual in¬ 
fection, where they either acquired 
two genetically variant strains of 
HIV from the same person or 
picked up the second strain within 
a week of first becoming positive. 

“We know for sure individuals 
can harbor more than one variant 
of HIV,” explained Grant. “That is 
different than acquiring a second 
strain after someone knows they 
are positive.” 

Whereas in monkey tests re¬ 
searchers have shown there is a 
four-week window where a sec¬ 
ond strain of HIV can take hold in 
the animals before the first blocks 


it, Grant stressed that “in humans 
we don’t know for sure if there is a 
window of susceptibility.” 

Superinfection is of concern to 
health officials because it may be 
a way for an HIV-positive person 
to acquire drug resistance or it 
may lead to more rapid disease 
progression. Grant noted that two 
studies have shown more rapid 
disease progression in dually in¬ 
fected individuals. In four of the 
five possible San Francisco cases, 
Grant said viral load increased 
and CD4 counts decreased after 
the second virus appeared. 

But he noted, “We can’t link 
superinfections to bad outcomes 
yet. Those who show more than 
one virus do get sicker faster. We 
don’t know why yet. It could very 
well be that people who show two- 
viruses have weaker immune sys¬ 
tems.” 

Despite the lack 6f proof, some 




Guerneville 


Serosorters 

◄ page 1 

Nonetheless, McConnell said 
HIV serosorters should be com¬ 
plimented for limiting HIV trans¬ 
mission and serosorting should be 
promoted as an HIV prevention 
strategy. 

“It is something positive guys 
should be celebrated for and 
something we should support,” he 
said. 

Health officials wary 

But health officials are not yet 
ready to give the practice their seal 
of approval. Steven Tierney, the 
health department’s director of 
HIV prevention, said the science 
is not yet there for him to pro- 
*mote serosorting. But he said as a 
member of the city’s gay commu¬ 
nity, the practice makes sense. ' 

“In terms of the health depart¬ 
ment saying this is a good strategy, 
it would be inappropriate for us to 
say HIV-positive men should go 
the;re just yet. It needs to be stud¬ 
ied carefully,” said Tierney. 

The Positive Partners Study is 
believed to be the first study to 
look at serosorting. Although the 
practice may benefit positive men, 
there is concern about negative 
men who serosort and believe by 
doing so they can forgo condoms. 
There is no guarantee that some¬ 
one who says they are negative 
truly does not have HIV. Also, 
there is concern that serosorting 
divides the gay community, thus 
adding to the stigma around HIV 
or giving some negative men a de¬ 
sire to join the positive crowd. 


“I have lived in San Francisco 
for eight years and I was turned 
down many times because I was 
negative and the positive guys did¬ 
n’t want to use condoms. Is it a 
good thing? There are conse¬ 
quences to that, some negative 
guys feel left out,” said one man in 
the audience who recently sero- 
converted. 

Another man who serocon- 
verted last spring said he decided 
to bareback “because I said screw 
it, why not.” 

Magnet community organizer 
Kevin Roe cautioned the nearly 50 
men who came to the talk that “I 
don’t think we want to say go out 
and fuck your brains out and don’t 
think about anything else because 
there are other things to think 
about,” such as catching STDs. 

Robert Grant, a researcher 
with the Gladstone Institutes that 
is sponsoring the Positive Partners 
Study, advised the men that if they 
do bareback they need to be con¬ 
cerned about contracting gonor¬ 
rhea, syphilis, and both hepatitis 
B and C. 

“These things need to be on 
your mind and you should tell 
your doctor you need to be tested 
for syphilis every six months,” he 
said. 

Roe said it is important 
though, for positive men to have a 
frank and open discussion about 
barebacking and how it can affect 
their health. 

“The community is polarized 
about barebacking and there are 
different concerns for negative 
men. The discussion hasn’t been 
held about the gray in-between 
with barebacking,” he said. “It’s ei- 


From left: Gladstone staff Jessie Krek, Jeff McConnell, Robert Grant, 
Larry Bragg, and Julia Marcus. 


ther barebacking is good or barer 
backing is bad.” 


ing back to 1986 when the city’s 
HIV infection rate had fallen from 
18.4 percent to 4.2 percent, San 
Francisco researchers reported a 
60 percent reduction in high-risk 
sex. Just one year later, with the in¬ 
fection rate at 0.7 percent, or 
about 1 in every 100 persons in¬ 
fected, researchers noted an 80 
percent decline in high-risk sex 
among gay men. 

Several years later that trend 
had reversed, with rates of high- 
risk sex up. Yet with more men re¬ 
porting less condom use, more 
sexual partners, and STD infec¬ 
tions up, the city’s HIV incidence 
remained stable. The outcome 
flew in the face of what many ex¬ 
pected to see: a return to stagger¬ 
ing numbers of HIV infection. 

“It is very difficult to find cred¬ 
ible evidence that rates of HIV 
were going up in accordance with 
high-risk behavior,” said Mc¬ 
Connell who felt at the time that 
“the lunatic fringe” had taken over 
the gay community and worried 
about the drop off in safe sexual 
practices. Soon he turned his in¬ 
vestigative attention toward 
serosorting as a possible explana¬ 
tion for what was driving the data. 

In 2000 the first group of HIV¬ 
positive men and their partners 
enrolled in the Positive Partners 


On the radar 

Serosorting first came on re¬ 
searchers’ radar screens in the late 
1990s when high-risk sex among 
gay men began to spike but high¬ 
er HIV rates did not follow. Dat- 
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health officials still sound alarms 
about superinfection and argue 
that due to the threat of being su- 
perinfected, positive men should 
wear condoms during sex. The 
most recent example was seen ear¬ 
lier this year in New York City, 
after a gay man who used crystal 
meth and reported having unsafe 
sex with hundreds of partners 
turned out to have a multiple 
strains of HIV resistant to most 
medications. Health officials in 
Manhattan trumpeted the case 
with a nationally covered news 
conference that many in the gay 
community found to be alarmist. 

“Some people think that if 
there is any evidence of any harm 
with positive men having sex why 
not make a big deal about it. Our 
group feels-that is not the right ap¬ 
proach,” said Grant. “I feel it is dis¬ 
honest to make people afraid and 
sensationalize superinfection.” ▼ 


Study. According to the study 
data, among the first group of 
positive men recruited, 39 percent 
serosorted. By the time they left 
the study a year later, 47 percent 
were serosorting. Among the men 
currently enrolled in the study, 61 
percent identify as serosorters. 

The first study group consisted 
of 176 HIV-positive men averag¬ 
ing in age from 39 to 41. Within a 
three-month time frame, the men 
reported 1,062 sexual partner¬ 
ships with nearly 5,500 episodes 
of anal intercourse. McConnell 
said the number at first “boggles 
the mind,” but when broken down 
to look at high-risk sex, “the aver¬ 
age isn’t so bad.” 

Only 3.4 percent of the sexual 
intercourse was considered to be 
the highest risk for HIV transmis¬ 
sion, where an HIV-positive man 
tops an HIV-negative man or 
partner of unknown status with¬ 
out a condom. The number is “a 
very small minority,” said Mc¬ 
Connell, when compared to the 
fact 83.5 percent of the inter¬ 
course encounters were with other 
positive guys, “allowing for no risk 
of infection.” 

Looking at just the number of 
times the men engaged in unpro¬ 
tected sex during a one-year peri¬ 
od, the researchers predicted it 
would haive led to 116 new HIV 
infections. But when they factored 
in the partners’ HIV status, they 
whittled the number down to as 
few as 15 new HIV infections. And 
when they accounted for the sexu¬ 
al positioning of the HIV-positive 
men, whether they topped or bot¬ 
tomed, the researchers predicted 
there were as few as six new HIV 
infections. The positive men in 
the study appear to also be prac¬ 
ticing what the researchers call 
“strategic positioning.” The times 
they do have sex with a negative 
man or someone with unknown 
status, the positive men will opt to 
be the bottom as a way to reduce 
the risk for HIV transmission. 

“It may still be too much but it 
is a different starting point than 
116,” said McConnell. “I think that 
needs to be celebrated.” 

Even more astounding to the 
researchers is that there is no HIV 
prevention campaign telling posi¬ 
tive men to serosort. They are 
doing it on their own, and based 
on the study’s findings, turning it 
into a community norm. 

“No one detailed out a plan 
like this and handed it out. It 
makes it interesting that people 
have put together a risk reduction 
strategy and are putting it to use 
in such large numbers,” said Mc¬ 
Connell. T 


. . . . 
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Vote nears on Leno’s marriage bill 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


A s little as two days remain in 
Assemblyman Mark Leno’s 
quest to find the 41 votes he 
needs to ensure passage of his gay 
marriage bill out of the Assembly. 
Last year, Leno (D-San Francisco) 
failed to muster the needed votes 
and pulled a similar bill in order 
to avoid seeing the measure go 
down in defeat. 


Gay parenting 

A page 13 

She took out a restraining order 
against Kim after she visited the 
kids at their school in Boston in 
the fall. 

“I was on a business trip. I 
went to their classroom and had a 
minute each with them,” recalled 
Kim. “I needed to see them. I told 
them not to worry, I love them 
and I am back here fighting for 
them.” 

After hearing the oral argu¬ 
ments, Kim said, “I have to be able 
to believe what is happening here 
today, although extremely person¬ 
al to my family, they will make the 
decision to protect my family. I 
have to leave with hope.” 

Third case 

In the third case, Kristine H. v. 
Lisa R., the couple entered into a 
parentage judgment to secure the 
legal relationships between both 
intended parents and their child 
early and fast, without waiting the 
longer period adoptions require. 
The judgments also provide im¬ 
mediate legal ties to the child for 
the non-biological parent, and also 
cut off potential legal rights of a 
sperm donor or surrogate mother. 

In this instance, the couple sep¬ 
arated two years after the birth of 
their child and Kristine sued to 
have the parentage agreement in¬ 
validated. Her lawyer, Honey 
Kessler Amado, said Kristine en¬ 
tered into the agreement to pre¬ 
clude the father of the child, Ken¬ 
neth C., from claiming his rights 
and to ensure Lisa would care for 
the child if anything happened to 
her. She argued that the agree¬ 
ment is fatally flawed because 
there never was a hearing to de¬ 
termine if Kristine understood 
what her constitutional rights 
were and if she knew she was giv¬ 
ing them up by signing the agree¬ 
ment. 

Justice Carlos Moreno instant¬ 
ly attacked that argument, saying, 
“Kristine was the plaintiff. Does¬ 
n’t that assume she knows her 
rights?” 

Amado also argued that the 
agreements bypass adoptions and 
therefore the court should find it 
void. “Our state has an adoption 
plan to protect children and these 
judgments do not protect chil¬ 
dren,” she said. 

If the court agreed with Kris¬ 
tine, Justice Kennard noted then 
the child would only have one 
mother and asked “wouldn’t that 
run counter to California’s implic¬ 
it two parent policy?” 

“A single mother can be a 
mother and a family unit, as can a 
single father,” responded Amado. 
“We need to respect single parent 
families and not impose a nonbi- 
ological parent on the family.” 

Lisa’s lawyer, Leslie Shear, ar¬ 
gued it is vital that the court pro¬ 
tect the women’s daughter Lauren 
from what she called a “parentec- 
tomy.” 

“It is important to protect Lau- 


This year Leno’s AB19, the Re¬ 
ligious Freedom and Civil Mar¬ 
riage Protection Act, has sailed 
through several Assembly com¬ 
mittees and Assembly Speaker 
Fabian Nunez (D-Los Angeles) 
has thrown his support behind the 
bill, which would amend the state 
Family Code to define a marriage 
as a civil contract between two 
persons, instead of a civil contract 
between a man and a woman. 

On Wednesday, May 25 the bill 


ren’s right to having two parents 
she has known since she was 
born,” said Shear. 

Shear also rejected the argu¬ 
ment that by upholding the valid¬ 
ity of parentage judgments cou¬ 
ples would forego adopting, say¬ 
ing “the issue only arises for same- 
sex couples because of the social 
barriers that don’t recognize these 
families. This is a made-up bogey¬ 
man. It doesn’t exist.” 

Outside court Lisa sounded a 
hopeful note, saying, “I intend to 
celebrate Mother’s Day with that 
little girl next year.” ▼ 


cleared its final hurdle before 
going to the full Assembly for a 
final vote when it passed out of 
the Appropriations Committee. 
On May 18 the committee sent 
AB19 to what is called a “suspense 
file” after it was determined the 
bill would affect the state budget 
by over $150,000. All bills with a 
fiscal impact automatically go to 
the file and are voted on once all 
other bills have been heard. With 
10 of the 18-member Appropria¬ 
tions Committee signed on as 
AB19 co-authors and three other 
members pledging to support the 
bill, the vote was expected. 

Now supporters are scrambling 
to find the necessary votes to send 
the bill out of the Assembly and to 
the state Senate. Leno said there is 
a slight chance the vote could come 
Friday, May 27, otherwise it will be 
brought to the floor Tuesday, May 
31. As of last month, Leno needed 
five more votes in order to send 
AB19 to the state Senate. 

“We are very, very close to the 
necessary 41 votes,” Leno said 
Wednesday. “I have to keep re¬ 
minding people that there are no 



Assemblyman Mark Leno, right, 
was in San Diego recently, where 
he was honored by the Tom 
Homann Law Association, the 
city's LGBT bar association, for 
his work on same-sex marriage. 
At left is Ted Roberts, president 
of the law group. 


certainties to the legislative process. 
But as I have been throughout the 
process, I am confident we can 
move this to the Senate.” 


Steve Hansen, Equality Cali¬ 
fornia associate director of legisla¬ 
tive affairs, also sounded a positive 
note in a Web log after last week’s 
committee hearing. 

“The momentum is clearly on 
our side. Marriage equality is both 
the morally and fiscally right thing 
to do for California,” wrote Hansen. 

Gay rights groups have been 
waging their own advocacy push 
to wrestle up the needed votes, 
sending supportive religious fig¬ 
ures and parents of gay children to 
Sacramento to meet with law¬ 
makers. Responding to antigay 
groups who have targeted LGBT- 
supportive Democrats in an at¬ 
tempt to change their minds, 
LGBT lobbyists have asked sup¬ 
porters to call 15 Democratic As¬ 
sembly members to secure their 
votes for AB19. In Northern Cali¬ 
fornia, the lawmakers facing the 
greatest pressure over the bill in¬ 
clude Alberto Torrico (D- 
Newark); Barbara Matthews (D- 
Tracy); Joe Coto (D-San Jose); Joe 
Canciamilla (D-Pittsburg); Simon 
Salinas (D-Salinas); and Juan 
Arambula (D-Fresno). T 


Badlands, Detour & Pendulum 

$100,000 Offer 

to BGLT People In Pride, Black Rap, CUAV, 
LGADDA, Men of All Colors Together, 
SFLGBT Pride Committee, SF Stop Aids 
Project—organizations that promote 
greater diversity in the Castro 

Dear Members: 

The owners of San Francisco Badlands, Detour and the Pendulum bars support 
your efforts to promote greater diversity and inclusion. Have you been to our bars 
to check them out and see for yourself? You will see an ethnically diverse bar 
staff working in an exciting and fun environment where everyone is welcome. 
We’re asking your help in our effort to promote even greater diversity, and we’d 
like to help you in your organization’s fund-raising efforts. 

Here’s our proposal: Because we support your efforts to promote greater diversity 
in the Castro, we are offering to you, the above-named organizations, and others, 
the opportunity to host a series of Wednesday night fund-raisers at Badlands, 
Detour and the Pendulum. The fund-raisers may be held at one, two, or all three 
bars. Hosting organizations will receive a minimum donation of $3,000 each 
night, but may receive up to $5,000 or more; the actual amount will be equal to 
70% of the gross sales for all drinks served that night. 

The fund-raisers will be scheduled every week until a total of $100,000 
has been donated to the hosting organizations. Does this sound like something 
you or your organization might be interested in? If so, please contact us for more 
information. This offer is subject to conditions. Call 415-626-9320 or email: 

in fo@sfbadlands .com 

San Francisco Badlands / Detour / Pendulum / voicemail: 415-626-9320 / email: info@sfbadlands.com 
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David Hamilton Bernard 

June 2, 1950 — April 9, 2005 


David Hamil¬ 
ton Bernard, long¬ 
time resident of 
Bernal Heights, 
died peacefully at 
home surrounded 
by the love of his 
partner of 16 years, 
Larry Cruz, his sis¬ 
ter, Dorothy Jack- 
son of Washington 
D.C., other family members and many 
loving friends. The cause of death was 
AIDS-related lymphoma. David was 
born in Altoona, Pennsylvania, the son 
of sociologists Luther Lee Bernard and 
Jessie Bernard. He attended school at 
Sidwell Friends in Washington D.C., re¬ 
ceived his bachelor of arts from Haver- 
ford College, and later was awarded a 
Masters degree in Environmental Engi¬ 
neering from Drexel University. He was 
a man of many interests, including a 
deep knowledge of psychology and East¬ 
ern studies. He was a mountain climber, 
a triathlete, a world traveler, a gourmet 
cook, and the proud owner of two 


Labrador retrievers, Kato and Star. 

A memorial to honor his life will be 
held at the AIDS Memorial Grove in 
Golden Gate Park June 4,11 a.m. A re¬ 
ception will follow at his home. In lieu of 
flowers, please send donations to the 
Bernal Heights Neighborhood Center, 515 
Cortland Ave., San Francisco 94110. For 
further information regarding the service 
or reception please call 415-826-7140. 

Herbie “Mom” Richards 

June 18,1936 — May 18, 2005 


Herbie “Mom” 
Richards passed 
away after a long 
happy life full of 
fun and laughter 
and helping 
friends. He is sur¬ 
vived by his partner 
of 38 years, Leslie 
“Dog” Tollett and 
many dear friends. 
Herbie came to San Francisco as a 
young man and never looked back. He 
found love here with his partner Dog. 
For many years, Herbie kept their San 
Francisco home (and worked) while 


Dog shipped out to sea as a merchant 
marine. 

In the 1970s to 1990s, Herbie was 
the cook everyone knew at Orphan 
Andy’s Restaurant at Castro and Market. 
He and Dog lived above the restaurant, 
where they loved entertaining. Herbie 
was always the life of every party. 

In later years, Herbie and Dog lived 
near Mr. Lee-Ona’s Bar at Turk and 
Leavenworth, where Herbie socialized. 
Herbie was currendy Miss Bunny of the 
Council of Grand Dukes and Grand 
Duchesses. 

“Mom” cooked for homeless and 
fundraisers. He raised money to send 
poor children to a Sierra camp. Herbie 
stood in the cold in drag for coundess 
hours to raise money for the AIDS 
Foundation. Herbie was also right there 
for any friend. 

Herbie lived life one day at a time, 
always with a smile. We miss him. 

Luis Manuel Urena 


Luis passed away peacefully at 
UCSF Medical Center on April 10 sur¬ 
rounded by his friends after a long- 
fought battle with AIDS. In tribute to 




Newton Flounders, collector 
of gay literature, dies 


by Gerard Koskovich 


N ewton “Bud” Flounders, a 
retired architect and a lead¬ 
ing American collector of 
gay literature, died May 18 at the 
Hospice of Arizona in Phoenix 
from head injuries sustained in a 
recent fall. His death came two 
weeks before his 84th birthday. A 
resident of the San Francisco Bay 
Area for three decades before he 
moved to Phoenix in 1990, Mr. 
Flounders donated approximately 
5,400 novels with gay male char¬ 
acters to the Department of Spe¬ 
cial Collections at Stanford Uni¬ 
versity’s Green Library over the 
past 15 years. 

“The Flounders Gay Fiction 
Collection is one of the largest and 
most important collections of 
such books held by any library in 
the world,” said Roberto Trujillo, 
the Frances and Charles Field cu¬ 
rator of special collections at Stan¬ 
ford. 

In addition to his pursuits as a 
collector, Mr. Flounders was an 
unassuming contributor to the 
Bay Area gay community 
throughout the 1970s and 1980s. 
In 1973, when he was in his early 
50s, he became involved as a com¬ 
munity member in the Gay Peo¬ 
ple’s Union at Stanford - later 
known as the Gay and Lesbian Al¬ 
liance at Stanford - a campus 
group that at the time brought to¬ 
gether Stanford students and non¬ 
students from the Peninsula com¬ 
munity. He frequented the organi¬ 
zation’s weekly social gatherings at 
the Old Firehouse at Stanford for 
more than a decade. 

From the late 1970s to the late 
1980s, Mr. Flounders played a key 
behind-the-scenes role in the Walt 
Whitman Bookshop, a pioneering 
gay and lesbian bookstore in San 
Francisco owned by his close 
friend Charles Gilman. The two 
men had met in the mid-1970s 
when Gilman was running a gen¬ 
eral-interest bookstore in Oak¬ 
land. 

Mr. Flounders was born June 
1,1921, in Media, Pennsylvania, a 
suburb of Philadelphia, to parents 
of Hugenot and Pennsylvania 
Dutch ancestry. Reared and 
schooled in Media, he left his 
hometown at age 21 when he en¬ 
listed as a soldier in World War II. 
Mr. Flounders served in the Army 
supply division in North Africa 
and Italy from 1942 to 1945; he 
was honorably discharged at the 
rank of technical sergeant. After 



Newton "Bud" Flounders 


the war, he returned to Pennsylva¬ 
nia, where he graduated from the 
University of Pennsylvania School 
of Architecture in 1952. 

In the 1994 interview, Mr. 
Flounders said that he had discov¬ 
ered gay life during his years at the 
university in the late 1940s. “I was 
27 years old before I had my first 
homosexual affair - I was a late 
bloomer,” he recalled. Taking 
summer jobs as a merchant ma¬ 
rine on tankers of the Sun Oil 
Company, he observed gay go¬ 
ings-on among his fellow seamen 
- and soon joined in. “I had some 
of my earliest fun experiences 
aboard those tankers,” he said. 

Following his graduation, Mr. 
Flounders worked as an architect 
in Philadelphia, Phoenix, and An¬ 
chorage. Hired by the internation¬ 
ally renowned architectural firm 
of Edward Durrell Stone around 
1960, Mr. Flounders moved to 
Palo Alto to assist with the design 
of the Stanford Medical Center. 
He spent the next three decades 
living on the Peninsula, working 
for several architectural firms, in¬ 
cluding one where he was in¬ 
volved in the development of the 
Bay Area Rapid Transit System. 

At a gay private party on the 
Peninsula in 1966, Mr. Flounders 
met Don Silvius, a surgeon who 
became his life partner. For two 
decades, the couple lived in a clas¬ 
sic Eichler house in Sunnyvale, 
where an entire room was devoted 
to Mr. Flounders’s collection of 
gay books. 

Following the 1989 Loma Pri- 
eta earthquake, the couple decid¬ 
ed to sell their Sunnyvale house 
and move to Phoenix. In the 1994 
interview, Mr. Flounders recalled 
that he couldn’t afford to ship his 
collection, which then comprised 


nearly 3,500 volumes. His connec¬ 
tions to Stanford led him to con¬ 
sider the university library as a 
new home for the books. 

“It was there that I got very ex¬ 
cited about the idea of my little 
collection going to Stanford,” Mr. 
Flounders said. “So when the idea 
crossed Don’s and my mind to 
move back to Phoenix, I be¬ 
moaned the fact of what I was 
going to do with my collection, 
and David said, ‘Why not donate 
it to the library here?’ I offered it, 
and they said yes, they would like 
to have it. And within a day or 
two, there was a van from the 
Stanford campus, and a crew of 
young men came in and took 
every book I owned!” 

Following his move to 
Phoenix, Mr. Flounders continued 
collecting. On average once a year 
for 15 years, he drove to Stanford 
to donate additional boxes of gay 
novels. By the time of his most re¬ 
cent delivery of 14 boxes in Janu¬ 
ary 2005, the Flounders Collec¬ 
tion at Stanford had become one 
of the largest gatherings of Eng¬ 
lish-language gay fiction in any 
university library in the world. 
Mr. Flounders’s unpublished bib¬ 
liography of his collection, along 
with documentation of his activi¬ 
ties as a collector, are preserved in 
the archives of the Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual Transgender Historical 
Society in San Francisco. 

Mr. Flounders is survived by 
Don Silvius of Phoenix, his part¬ 
ner of nearly 40 years. In addition, 
he is survived by his brother, Ed¬ 
ward Flounders; his sister-in-law, 
Barbara Flounders; his niece, 
Jeanne Ziegler; and his nephew, 
James Flounders, all of Sarasota, 
Florida; and by friends in Arizona 
and Northern California. A 
memorial service will be held in 
Phoenix on June 4. According to 
Silvius, Mr. Flounders’s ashes will 
be scattered near Sedona in the 
Arizona desert. 

Donations in memory of Bud 
Flounders may be made to the 
Department of Special Collec¬ 
tions, Green Library, Stanford 
University, Stanford, CA 94305, or 
to the GLBT Historical Society, 
657 Mission Street, Suite 300, San 
Francisco, CA 94105.Y 


Gerard Koskovich is a San 
Francisco-based editor, writer, 
and dealer in rare queer books. 
He serves on the board of 
directors of the GLBT Historical 
Society. 


his volunteer work 
in the community, 
the San Francisco 
Board of Supervi¬ 
sors officially hon¬ 
ored Luis by closing 
their April 19 meet¬ 
ing in his memory. 

Born on July 
11,1956 and a na¬ 
tive of Ciudad 
Juarez, Mexico, Luis is preceded in death 
by his father, Manuel Urena and is sur¬ 
vived by his mother, Ofelia G. Urena; his 
sister, Roasarios Rivera; brother-in-law, 
Joe Rivera; his brother, Hector Urena; 
and by six nieces and nephews and a 
grand nephew. 

After emigrating to the U.S. in 1977, 
Luis proudly took the Oath of Citizen¬ 
ship in 1997. Most recendy, he was em¬ 
ployed by Beronio Lumber in San Fran¬ 
cisco. He became a dedicated activist and 
volunteer for causes in which he be¬ 
lieved: Board Member of the Tenderloin 
Neighborhood Development Corp., pro¬ 
viding affordable housing for San Fran¬ 
cisco’s lowest-income residents; volun¬ 
teering at the SF Food Bank; teaching 
AIDS prevention to young Hispanic 
teenagers in the school system; and play¬ 
ing an activist role in fighting for the le¬ 
galization of medical marijuana. 

He loved especially his family, Life, 
his circle of caring Luisfriends, his for¬ 
mer partner, Charles Meier and their 
white fluffy canine companion, Blanco, 
and the joyful freedom of jazz dance. 

His infectious energy, laughter and spir¬ 
ited feistiness will be missed by many. 


A memorial service, attended by a 
large gathering of residents and friends, 
was held at his Eddy Street apartment- 
residence in the Tenderloin soon after 
Luis’ passing. On Sunday, May 15 his 
former partner and close friends gath¬ 
ered in Redwood City for a celebration 
of his life. His ashes will be returned to 
his family in El Paso, Texas to be scat¬ 
tered in the hills overlooking the Rio 
Grande River — in his adopted country, 
America, looking back toward Mexico, 
the country of his birth. 


OBITUARY POLICY 

Obituaries must be typed and no 
longer than 200 words. Please 
follow normal rules of capitaliza¬ 
tion - and no poetry. We reserve 
the right to edit for style, clarity, 
grammar, and taste. 

If you're submitting a photo of 
the deceased, write their name on 
the back. If you include a SASE 
for the photo's return, write the 
person's name on the inside of 
the envelope flap. All obituaries 
must include a contact name and 
phone number. They must be sub¬ 
mitted within a year of the death. 

Deadline for obituaries is 
Monday at 5 p.m., with the 
exception of special display ad 
obituaries, which must be 
submitted by Friday at 3 p.m. 



dignity san francisco 


LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL & TRANSGENDER CATHOLICS * OUR FAMILIES & FRIENDS I 
Mass & Social Every Sunday 5:30pm Second Sunday Supper monthly J 

1329 SEVENTH AVENUE, AT JUDAH STREET ♦ 415.881.2491 + JOIN US! 


Our Philosophy is simple. 

* To accommodate your wishes, your budget, and your 
attitudes about death » dying and parting rituals ; 

* To provide an environmen t where you make choices 
based on your own personal values. 

* To do things your way, not someone else s way . 


Neptune Society 

OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
1 Loraine Court • San Francisco • 94118 * FD-1306 

I 24 Hours (415)771-07171 

Persona! ant! dfplfied cremation services. Cal! for oar our free brochure. 
Or took us up at www.neptune-society.com 

O Hesse send me o free Neptune brochure. 




Gfy S tole _____ lip 

mm . . 


Day/Ire ah 


EPORTER 


Be assured of getting a copy of the Bay Area Reporter 
every week by having it delivered right to your mailbox! 


PAYMENT 

□ Check or Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 

POSTAGE FEES 

□ 3 months, 13 issues: $ 35.00 

□ 6 months, 26 issues: $ 65.00 

□ One year, 52 issues: $ 125.00 

Non-refundable postage fees. Domestic rates 

Name 

Address 

City 

CREDIT CARD INFO; 

State Zip 

Card Number 

Expiration Date Security Code 

Signature 

Name 

MAIL TO: Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth St., San Francisco, CA 94103 






















































22 BAY AREA REPORTER 26 May 2005 


May days 


by Jim Provenzano 

- his weekend is full of sports 
events fit for all kinds of 
athletic fans or participants. 
No space to be prosaic this week; 
just the facts, if you don’t mind. 

USGO tennis 

Courts at Golden Gate Park, 
San Francisco State University, 
and the San Francisco Tennis Club 
will be filled with competi¬ 
tion between hundreds of 
GLBT players in singles, 
doubles, and mixed dou- 
bles as part of the 25th an¬ 
nual United States Gay 
Open tennis tournament 
(see last week’s “Sports 
Complex”). 

Organized by the 
Gay and Lesbian Ten¬ 
nis Federation,- the 
event will draw players 
from the Bay Area and 
around the country. Tennis 
matches will be held throughout 
the weekend, with finals on Mon¬ 
day, May 30. 

Tennis players will also be at¬ 
tending a “Draw” party and recep¬ 
tion tonight (Thursday, May 26) 
at the GLBT Historical Society to 
see the “Sporting Life: GLBT Ath¬ 
letics and Cultural Change from 
the 1960s to Today” exhibit (guest 
curated by this columnist). GLTF 
President Steven Brown has also 
created a special temporary dis¬ 
play of the history of the USGO’s 
first 24 years. For info, visit 
www.gltf.org. 

Golden Bear Classic 
softball tourney 

Dozens of the Bay Area’s near¬ 
ly 50 softball teams will be a part 


of this annual competition hosted 
by the venerable San Francisco 
Gay Softball League. All games 
take place in Sunnyvale at the 
Twin Creeks Sports Complex. 

Last year’s classic saw 70 teams 
from as far away as New York City 
converge on the beautiful San 
Francisco Bay Area to compete. 

This year’s classic has been 
named both a women’s World Se¬ 
ries qualifier and a NAGAAA- 
sponsored Open A Division tour¬ 
nament, making for a great week¬ 
end of intense but 
friendly competi¬ 
tion. The classic will 
offer competition in all di¬ 
visions (open A, B, C, and D, 
and women’s competitive, 
alternative, and recreation¬ 
al). 

Social events, in¬ 
cluding registration, 
reception, and raffle 
parties will take place 
at the Sheraton Sun¬ 
nyvale. All games and the barbe¬ 
cue dinner and awards banquet 
will be at the Twin Creeks Sports 
Complex. For info, call the SFGSL 
hotline at (415) 436-0707, or visit 
www.sfgsl.org. 

Wrestling and martial arts 

Another celebrated anniver¬ 
sary is the 20th edition of Golden 
Gate Wrestling Club’s wrestling 
tournament, partnered once again 
with local martial artists. 

This year, Triangle Martial Arts 
Club of San Francisco and the In¬ 
ternational Association of Gay 
and Lesbian Martial Artists will 
host an array of clinics and com¬ 
petition guaranteed to put a kick 
in your weekend. 

Wrestlers from New York City, 
Rochester, Seattle, San Diego, Los 



In Ciusmi Eight is Iimi 
OiiUjTiAfi* Gay * OF 

Street Address: 

6oi Dolores Street (j9th St. G Dolores) 

phone: 415.970.8149 

wwwireedominchrist-sf.org 

Sunday Worskipkrvice bpm 



PALM SPRINGS? 

Still San Francisco’s most 
trusted desert realtor. 

Jay Margrey 

760-323-5000x123 

psjfm@aol.com 

Prudential 

California Realty 


I BANKRUPTCY I 
LAW OFFICE! 


THOMAS R. BURNS I 

DEBT RELIEF - KEEP YOUR PROPERTY 
eliminate or consolidate all debts 

Off---- Attention & A Positive Approacj. 

free telephone consultation 

CALL FOR A FRESH START 

11415) 543-9900 

703 Market Street, Suite 1109 San Francisco 
WWW .tburnslaw.com 





Angeles, Sacramento, Chicago, 
and even Canada are set to grap¬ 
ple in their various weight classes 
in women’s and men’s freestyle 
categories. This is a sanctioned 
tournament with a clinic on Sat¬ 
urday, and a review of the new 
freestyle rules and technique, 
courtesy of a visiting referee. 

Open mat time for novices and 
skilled wrestlers alike will bring 
some of the GLBT community’s 
high-ranking Gay Games and re¬ 
gional tournament medalists to¬ 
gether. 

Martial arts events will take 
place at three locations this week¬ 
end. On Friday May 27, Triangle 
Tae Kwon Do Club will host a 
public “Self-Defense for Every¬ 
one” seminar from 7:30 to 9:30 
p.m. at the LGBT Community 
Center, 1800 Market Street. Info: 
(415) 865-5555; www.sfcenter.org. 

On Saturday, May 28, from 10 
a.m. to noon, a Gay Games com¬ 
petitor/officials workshop will be 
held to assist IAGLMA members 
achieve officiating certification for 
Gay Games VII. Also on Saturday, 
martial arts seminars will be held 
from 1 to 5 p.m. 

Both events will be at the Hwa 
Rang Kwan Dojang, where Trian¬ 
gle Martial Arts Association’s San 
Francisco chapter has established 
a new permanent home, thanks to 
a very welcome contribution from 
Master Steve Rapport of the Hwa 
Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center. 

For event info, contact Andy 
Maguire (415) 566-6121, or visit 
www.iaglma.org or www.trian- 
gletkd.org 

On Saturday evening, May 28, 
wrestlers, martial artists, and their 
friends will attend a reception at 
the GLBT Historical Society to see 
“Sporting Life.” The reception is 
from 6 to 8 p.m., and is open to 
the public. Refreshments will be 
provided. Among the new items 
on view will be a video of Gay 
Games II wrestling competition, 
held here in San Francisco in 
1986. 

The historical society is locat¬ 
ed at 657 Mission Street, Suite 300 
(between 2nd and New Mont¬ 
gomery streets). Info: (415) 777- 
5455 or www.glbthistory.org. 

Sunday will be a big day for 
wrestlers and martial artists. The 
martial arts tournament will in¬ 
clude forms, point sparring, and 


Softball in Sunnyvale 


Many martial artists 


Grappling in Glen Park 


If-defense competition from 
•on to 5 p.m. At the same time, 
e wrestling tournament will also 
s sanctioned competition. Both 
urnaments will be at Glen Park 
creation Center, Bosworth 


Street at O’Shaughnessy. 

For information on hours of 
the wrestling events, fees and re¬ 
quirements for participation, call 
(415) 282-2429, or visit 

www.ggwc.org. T 


Easy riders 

For cyclists, enjoy Critical Mass this Friday, May 27 at 6 p.m., be¬ 
ginning at Justin Herman Plaza (or, for drivers, be warned about this 
monthly activist event on wheels). 

On Saturday, May 28, enjoy a more relaxed ride as San Francisco 
Bicycle Coalition members trek to Muir Woods. Meet at 10 a.m. at 
McLaren Lodge, at Stanyan and Fell streets. 

The ride will cross the Golden Gate Bridge and descend to Sausal- 
ito where riders will follow the bike path to Highway 1, and on to 
Muir Woods. The trip is about five hours and 30 miles, and is mod¬ 
erately difficult. Bring food and water and money to enter the park. 
For more information, contact Brandon at brandonbaunach@dbar- 
chitect.com, or visit www.sfbike.org. 

Bowling league 

Now is the time to join a new GBLT (and straight-friendly) sum¬ 
mer Wednesday night bowling league that starts June 1 at Serra Bowl 
in Daly City. Any teams or individuals that wish to join the league 
need to be present for the meeting. 

This is a very popular league because it’s a “handicapped” league, 
meaning that bowlers of all skill levels will compete evenly with each 
other. So if you have always wanted to bowl, here is your chance. 
Bowling will normally start around 7:30 p.m. and end at around 9:30 
p.m. Cost is approximately $17 per night. Serra Bowl is located at 
3301 Junipero Serra Boulevard. Questions or more info: (650) 992- 
3444. ▼ 


Rules of gender 

M page 15 

Heins believes that physical vi¬ 
olence within schools, such as the 
shootings at Columbine High 
School, is a rare event that the 
media focuses upon. “Schools 
tend to be a very safe place for 
kids. But if we talk about violence 
in terms of bullying and verbal 
harassment, that is all too preva¬ 
lent.” 

Crooms feels that the media’s 
focus on the most extreme issues 
of violence in schools has worked 
to desensitize people to lower lev¬ 
els of violence. “It ignores the re¬ 
ality that for years, so many kids’ 


days have started with walking 
through a metal detector or pat 
down.... We have written off the 
possibility of peace and safety in 
certain schools. The ordinariness 
of it is the most appalling.” 

“As a parent, talking about 
these issues in school is impor¬ 
tant,” said Susan Wefald, director 
of institutional planning at the 
Ms. Foundation. “One of the root 
causes of violence against women 
is adherence to narrowly defined 
gender roles and straight defini¬ 
tions of masculinity within fami¬ 
lies. We need to free boys and men 
from those narrow definitions so 
that they can be whole people.” 

“One of the worst things we 
can do is not talk about it,” said 


Heins. “The pressure [on kids] to 
conform is huge.” He quoted Elie 
Wiesel, “Silence always helps the 
oppressor, never the oppressed.” 

“The workplace is not a level 
playing field for men and women, 
largely because of gender expecta¬ 
tions and preconceptions,” said 
Spence. “Gender, by and large, de¬ 
termines career experiences. It was 
doing it 20 years ago; it is still 
doing it today.” 

She said that is changing, slow¬ 
ly. “When mothers and fathers 
work together, and when they 
work in the workplace, kids see it 
and accept it. They think it’s nat¬ 
ural. When a parent decides to 
stay at home, the kids should see 
it as a choice.” ▼ 
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LEGAL NOTICES 


CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS - FOR AS-NEEDED ELECTRI¬ 
CAL ENGINEERING SERVICES 
Solicitation 05-620-RFQ-017 
The San Francisco Housing Authority is soliciting Statements of Qualifications from professional 
firms to provide as-needed Electrical Engineering Services for a two-year period with a total 
contract amount not-to-exceed $200,000. 

Responses are due by 2:00 P.M. on Tuesday, June 14, 2005. The RFQ document is available at 
the Authoritys office at 1815 Egbert Ave., San Francisco. Contact Carolina Penate, 415-715- 
3171, e-mail penatec@sfha.org, or download at 

http://www.ci.sf.ca.us/sfha/prcrmnt/current.htm. 

COMMIT TO YOUR COMMUNITY 

Join the officers of the San Francisco Police Department and make a difference every day in 
your community and in Law Enforcement. Tne City of San Francisco is seeking men and 
women for the posiuon of Police Officer. Starring Salary $61,316. Complete Benefits Package 
Applications available May 2 — 31, 2005, at all 10 District Police Stations and community cen¬ 
ters throughout the City. Visit the Departments web site at www.sfgov.org/police for infor¬ 
mation on the application and testing process for this exciting career. 

RFQ-SF CARES 

The Department of Children, Youth and their Families and First 5 San Francisco seek to iden¬ 
tify a qualified partner to administer the San Francisco Compensation and Retention Encour¬ 
age Stability (SF CARES) progrant. The program provides funds to the partner to provide guid¬ 
ance and cash stipends to early care teachers who continue to pursue academic and profession¬ 
al development opportunities. Program goals and desirable qualifications are described in the 
RFQ. Up to $3.9 million is budgeted for this project in FY2005/06. The RFQ is available at 
1390 Market St., Ste. 900, San Francisco or at www.dcyf.org. A non-mandatory bidders con¬ 
ference will be held on May 31, 2005 at 1390 Market St., Ste. 318 at 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.. 
The proposal deadline is June 10, 2005 at 5:00 p.m. 

RFP - PROVIDER AND ENROLLMENT AGENCY 

First 5 San Francisco seeks to identify a qualified agency interested in participating in contract 
negotiations to be the Provider and Enrollment Agency (PEA) for Preschool for All (PFA) in San 
Francisco County. The successful Agency and its subcontractors/partners (if any) will be ex¬ 
pected to work closely with First 5 San Francisco and its other PFA partners to coordinate re¬ 
imbursements to providers and to assist families with PFA enrollment. The PEA will be a key 
partner in the Preschool For All Initiative and must support First 5 San Franciscos goal of en¬ 
suring universal access to high quality preschool for all 4-year-olds in San Francisco. Up to 
$250,000 have been allocated for the first year of the project. Desirable qualifications are de¬ 
scribed in the RFP. The RFP is available at 1390 Market St., Ste. 900, San Francisco or at 
www.sfkids.org. A non-mandatory bidders conference will be held on May 31, 2005 at 1390 
Market St., Ste. 318 at 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. The proposal deadline is June 10, 2005 at 5:00 
p.m. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Please complete a meeting information/public noticing survey online at 
http://www.sfgov.org/site/bdsupvrs or call (415) 554-5184 for a survey form. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 

San Francisco Community College District is ac¬ 
cepting proposals for a food and coffee bar on the 
third floor of the temporary Mission Campus, lo¬ 
cated at 375 Alabama Street, San Francisco. An 
open house to view the space will be held on 
Wednesday, June 1, 2005 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 
p.m.. Bids are due no later than Monday, June 27, 
2005. 

To sign up for the open house and to receive a pro¬ 
posal packet, please contact the Chief Administra¬ 
tive Services Office, Stephen J. Herman at (415) 
241-2327 or his secretary Ms. Yolanda Panem at 
(415) 487-2417. 


Pharmacy 

◄ page 2 

er than what the FMLA provides 
for, so this should be a wake-up call 
to corporations doing business in 
California that FMLA is not the 
only statute they need to know.” 

Stevens agreed. 

“This was a very strong case 
that had clear merit and a client 
who clearly needed help. But the 
case also had wider importance - 
out of state corporations should¬ 
n’t come to California and ignore 
California’s better laws,” said 
Stevens. 

CVS headquarters is based in 
Rhode Island but the company is 
the largest retail pharmacy chain 
in the country, with more than 
5,500 locations in 36 states. “They 
are large enough to be much more 
responsible than they were in this 
matter,” said Stevens. 

ALRP Executive Director Bill 


Barnestorming 

◄ page 9 

and Supervisor Sophie Maxwell 

was there, joining about 60 ac¬ 
tivists to educate the community 
about the discrimination accusa¬ 
tions against the bar. A report is¬ 
sued last month by the San Fran¬ 
cisco Human Rights Commission 
found that bar owner Les Natali 
discriminated against both em¬ 
ployees and patrons; Natali has 
appealed the findings. 

Maxwell joined a who’s who of 
LGBT leaders: Pride Chair Joey 
Cain, Alice Co-Chair Laura 
Spanjian, Young Dems President 
Owen Stephens, Democratic 
Central Committee members 
Robert Haaland and Michael 
Goldstein, Pride at Work’s Sally 
Ann Buchmann, Calvin Gipson, 
Rebecca Prozan, Lisa Williams, 
Tommi Avicolli Mecca, Julius 
Turman, Mark Rhoades, and 
John Newsome were all there. 


GLAAD 

◄ page 3 

turned all our efforts to determin¬ 
ing the range of options open to 
us, in a good faith effort to adapt 
our plans to the reality of a larger 
situation we did not create and 
could not control,” stated Garry in 
her letter. 

Changing venues is expected to 
cost the agency at least $100,000. 
GLAAD is working with lawyers 
and the St. Francis to negotiate 
terminating its contract. The 
union has offered to help with 
that task, and GLAAD is hopeful 
the community will purchase tick¬ 
ets to the event to ensure it re- 


Senate deal 

M page 12 

Republicans and a great victory 
for united Democrats.” 

“We share the disappointment, 
outrage, and sense of abandon¬ 
ment felt by millions of conserva¬ 
tive Americans who helped put 
Republicans in power last Novem¬ 
ber,” said Dobson. “I am certain 
that these voters will remember 
both Democrats and Republicans 
who betrayed their trust.” 

The seven Republican senators 
who signed on to the compro¬ 
mise, in addition to McCain and 
Warner, were Mike DeWine 
(Ohio), Olympia Snowe and 
Susan Collins (Maine), Lindsey 
Graham (South Carolina), and 
Lincoln Chaffee (Rhode Island). 

The seven Democrats included 


Hirsh called the Daniels case “an 
example of the San Francisco 
HIV/AIDS service agency network 
at its best,” noting how PRC, HRC, 
and ALRP all joined forces to seek 
justice for a victim of discrimina¬ 
tion. 

Daniels agreed. 

“I’m really glad I had these or¬ 
ganizations like ALRP to put me 
in touch with my attorneys,” he 
said. “And if PRC hadn’t spon¬ 
sored that meeting I probably 
wouldn’t be here right now.” 

CVS did not return calls by 
press time, but Stevens told the 
B.A.R. that the company filed a 
notice of intent to appeal, which 
reserves its right to pursue that av¬ 
enue. 

“I wouldn’t be surprised if they 
appealed,” said Stevens. “I expect 
they are going to object to every¬ 
thing for the sole purpose of delay 
and mean-spiritedness which has 
been a feature of their behavior 
throughout this case.” ▼ 


The protest earned marks for cre¬ 
ativity. Instead of repetitive 
chants, protesters offered a cheer 
inspired by the movie Bring It On: 
“Brrrr, it’s cold out here...there 
must be bigots in the atmos¬ 
phere.” 

While there was no cover 
charge and no line, there were a 
number of multiracial employees 
on Castro Street handing out Bad¬ 
lands flyers, and the scene inside 
Badlands wasn’t that different 
from usual. There were African 
American bartenders and patrons 
inside, but the fact that all cock¬ 
tails were half-price probably in¬ 
creased patronage. Here’s hoping 
Les Natali and And Castro for All 
can work something out to bring 
this dispute to an end. T 


Bill Barnes is an elected 
member of the San Francisco 
Democratic County Central 
Committee. His e-mail is 
billbarnessf@hotmail.com. 


coups all of its costs. 

“We simply cannot know at 
this juncture whether we will re¬ 
cover the additional costs involved 
in mounting the event at the new 
location, or whether a failure to do 
so will come at a cost to the pro¬ 
grams it has been designated to 
fund,” stated Garry. “We have, in¬ 
stead, elected to act on what we do 
know - that in this as in all situa¬ 
tions, GLAAD must be guided by 
its foundational commitment to 
the pursuit of fairness and equali¬ 
ty for all. Finally, that must be our 
bottom fine.” ▼ 


To purchase tickets, visit 
www.glaad.org. 


Ben Nelson (Nebraska), Robert 
Byrd (West Virginia), Mary Lan- 
drieu (Louisiana), Ken Salazar 
(Colorado), Mark Pryor 
(Arkansas), Joseph Lieberman 
(Connecticut), and Daniel Inouye 
(Hawaii). 

Lambda Legal, which only re¬ 
cently entered the political fray 
over judicial nominees, plans to 
oppose another nominee whose 
chance for a floor vote is still un¬ 
certain. That nominee is Ter¬ 
rence W. Boyle, whom Bush 
nominated to the 4th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals. Boyle, a for¬ 
mer aide to virulently antigay 
Senator Jesse Helms (now re¬ 
tired), was said to have a “really 
horrific track record” on the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, 
which prohibits discrimination 
against people with HIV and 
other disabilities. T 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284941-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
B + L Interiors, LLC, 47810th Ave. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94118. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a limited liability company, signed 
Cray Bauxmont Flynn. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
N/A. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/28/05. 
MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0285008-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Fruitful Grounds, 1813 Fulton St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94117. This business is 
conducted by co-partners, signed Jorge 
Cortes. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on May 10, 
1995. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 5/02/05. 
MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0284956-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Tableworks, 2588 Mission St. San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. 94110. This business is conduct¬ 
ed by an individual, signed Jamie Owens. 

The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 11/29/05. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/29/05. 

MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284918-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
CAL-AM Construction Company, 2427 37th 
Ave. San Francisco, Ca. 94116. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by a general partnership, 
signed David Chang. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
N/A. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/27/05. 
MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 2005 

STATEMENT FILE AAJ284865-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Hanke and Company, 100 Bush St. Ste. 

1675, San Francisco Ca. 94104-3943. This 
business is conducted by an individual, signed 
Milo F. Hanke. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca. on 4/26/05. 

MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284602-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: TrainerMartin, 160 Caselli Ave. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94114. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Martin 
Spector. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 4/15/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 4A5/05. 
MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 2005 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05542001 

In the matter of the application of Win 
Thaw Oo for change of name. The applica¬ 
tion of Win Thaw Oo for change of name 
having been filed in Court, and it appearing 
from said application that Win Thaw Oo 
has filed an application proposing that 
his/her name be changed to Ryan Chan. 
Now therefore, it is hereby ordered, that 
all persons interested in said matter do ap¬ 
pear before this Court in Room 218 on the 
16th day of June, 2005 at 9:00 am of said 
day to show cause why the application for 
change of name should not be granted. 
MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 20005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0285178-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Lassen Tours, 391 Sutter St. Ste. 504, 
San Francisco, Ca. 94108. This business is 
conducted by a corporation, signed Judy 
Swen. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 5/6/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 5/6/05. 
MAY 12, 19, 26 JUNE 2 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0285004-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Art & Soul Gallery, 1844 Divisadero St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94115. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Chesney 
Rheaume. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 4/28/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 5/2/05. 
MAY 12, 19, 26 JUNE 2 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0285102-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Seal Rock Realty, 1775 35th Ave. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94122. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Nick 
Kaskanlian. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on 
5/3/05. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 5/4/05. 
MAY 12, 19, 26 JUNE 2 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0285198-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
iStudio,89 France Ave. San Francisco, Ca. 
94112. This business is conducted by an in¬ 
dividual, signed Long Wu. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or names 
on 1/1/05. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca on 5/9/05. 
MAY 12, 19, 26 JUNE 2 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0285165-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Bureau, 2019 Hyde St San Francisco, Ca. 
94109. This business is conducted by an indi¬ 
vidual, signed Lawrence Li. The registrants) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or names 
on 4/26/05. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca on 5605. 
MAY 19, 26 JUNE 2, 9 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0284986-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Afu Home Care Agency, 1100 Felton St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94134. This business is 
conducted by a general partnership, signed 
Esther Lowman. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
10/23/02. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca on 4/29/05. 
MAY 19, 26 JUNE 2, 9 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0285237-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Maid Organic, 17 Bob Kaufman Aly. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94133. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed J. Gerrit 
Veneman. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 5/10/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca on 5/10/05. 

MAY 19, 26 JUNE 2, 9 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0285383-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Eikon Design Group, 20 Cerritos San 
Francisco, Ca. 94127. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Gene G. 
Relampagos. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on N/A. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca on 5A6/05. 

MAY 19, 26 JUNE 2, 9 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0285384-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: 1.) Walker 2.) Walker Bags, 81 Dor¬ 
man Ave. San Francisco, Ca. 94124. This 
business is conducted by a corporation, 
signed Eveline Parker. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 5A6/05. The statement was filed 
with the City and County of San Francisco, Ca 
on5A605. 

MAY 19, 26 JUNE 2, 9 2005 

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME: #261814 

The following person(s) have abandoned 
the use of the fictitious business name 
known as Afu Home Care Agency located 
at 14 University St. San Francisco, Ca. 
94134. This business was conducted by a 
general partnership signed Esther Low- 
man. The fictitious name was filed with 
the City and County of San Francisco, Ca. 
on 10/23/02. 

MAY 19, 26 JUNE 2, 9 2005 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 0FTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 05542055 

In the matter of the application of Wei 
Chong for change of name. The application 
of Wei Chong for change of name having 
been filed in Court, and it appearing from 
said ap. *ion that Wei Chong has filed an 
application , posing that his/her name be 
changed to Wei Zhuang. Now therefore, it is 
hereby ordered, that all persons interested in 
said matter do appear before this Court in 
Room 218 on the 7th day of July, 2005 at 
9:00 am of said day to show cause why the 
application for change of name s'> -M not be 
granted. 

MAY 19, 26, JUNE 2, 9 2005 

















































24 BAY AREA REPORTER 26 May 2005 


WWillHH 


Bay A REA f?E P OR' IT R 

Classifieds 


1 REAL ESTATE 


DOUGLAS I-— 

DELIVERS 

Homes, Income, Acreage, Resorts 

Expert in Wine Country 
& Russian River Retreats 

Call now to find out how you can 

live the Sonoma County dream! (a Prudential 

(800) 200-2011 x204 W California Realty 

Doug.Bohling@PruRealty.com • www.PruRealty.com/DougBohling 


Amazing panoramic view...Fnrest. ridge tops and the beautiful Russian River. 
This 3 bdr./2.5 bth. offers a light, bright, open floor plan. Glass Walls bring the 

I beauty from outside in! Vaulted wood beamed ceiling, black tile FP hearth upstairs 
and stone FP downstairs, forced air heat, double decks, attached 2 car garage 
w/ artist workshop. Big SFD or duplex. "Top of the hill" low maintenance parcel 
w/ thousand acre views!!! Offered at $699,000 


Looking for Real Estate in the Palm Springs Area? 
2-For-l SPECIAL 


Steve • 760.880.0863 
Larry *760.880.3615 
Email: 

TheTwinRealtors@aoLcom 



Let us help you find your 
perfect place in the sun. 


Homes & Condos from 
$100,000 and up. 


IT’S “the TWINS” IN PALM SPRINGS 


Congratulations! 

Top Listing Agent 2004 Award! 

Top Sales Agent 2004 Award! 
Presidents Circle 2004 Award! 

Todd Bishop 

Prudential California Reality 

707-235-4277 

We Sell - PALM SPRINGS, Vallejo, j 
Big Bear Lake, Napa & Solano County. 
Some Houses, Condos & w/pooi, 

& Cabins from $1O0K! 



OVER 
6 Years 

of Award 
Winning 
Service 

Results! Prudential 




\ Ik coado,..iWY “ raK - 

Wl \ ,« roundV>ome...ivacation 

Nom cm came cue m Mm 

Vm^Catt me. 

7 GO-901-52^6 

VLmte Matemc I vtea\mt@ao\.com 

wwAWt.metY.com 

x&imk 




'eepet (iyar'den/ 


Circa 1935 Mediterranean Charm at it's best! 
U-Shaped patio home with indoor and out¬ 
door fireplaces and patios that surround a 
large secret garden. Very private setting behind 
walls from the street. Spacious 3 bedroom, 2 
baths (2 bedroom main house plus studio 
inlaw or guest suite.) Located in the very up¬ 
scale Vista De Vallejo! 

Just listed at $599,000. 

Call Todd Bishop 


MENDOCINO CO/WILLITS 

7.5+/-ac w/vw, 5br/3ba, dbl gar, wtr 
dst, pvd rd, Meadow & Woods. 

$539k Bill Barksdale, agt Pacific Prop 
1-800-767-9546 #11 


4% TO SELL YOUR HOUSE 
JOHN LIRA 

Bay Direct Realty • BayDirect.com • 
Gay Owned 

(415) 824-4878 


PRUDENTIAL REALTY 
WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com 


PALM SPRINGS: 

THE GAY-FRIENDLY 
PARADISE 

Call me for all of your real estate 
needs. I'm Alan Emery, Realtor, at 
RE/MAX Real Estate Consultants. I 
live in Palm Springs and provide 
comprehensive, professional and 
responsive real estate services to gay 
men and lesbians in the Palm Springs 
area. Tel 760-902-5266. 
AlanEmeryRealtor@aol.com. 

Web Page: AlanEmery.com 


mm 

GAY HOUSEHOLD NEEDED 
IN S.F. OR E.B. 

I'm Dick Kramer, First Director Of 
SF Gay Men's Chorus 
(916) 708-1460 


ROOMMATES 

Marin Co Share House w 2GM + Cat 
$500 + 1/3 Util. Call Cliff 
415-459-1462 


$475 Util. Includ. Redwood City 
Furn. Rm/Bayside Garden Mobile 
M/F/W/Older Gay M 650-369-9045 

Redwood City - 3Bdr House w/Vard 
Near 280 $450/mo 650-367-7528 

E21 

East Bay Pleasant Hill. Tahoe Set¬ 
ting. Bdrm w/pvt bath, enclosed 
garage, 1/2 util, incld. $700. 

Mike 925-947-5550 



GAY BAR FOR SALE 

Well Established Gay Bar! After 15 
Successful Years Owner Wants To 
Retire. Over 2,000 Sq. Ft. Bar Area! 
2-Stories With Computerized Bar 
And Disco Dance Floor, Two Pool Ta¬ 
bles, Liquor License And All Equip- 
mat Included! Low Lcw5 YearLeaseRent 
$175,000 

Call Todd Bishop (707) 235-4277 


FOR 

SALE 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

RICK GERHARTER 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

Couples, Headshots, Events 
15 yrs experience. Dependable 
415-824-5300 
rgerharter@igc.org 



REAL ESTATE 


WATERVIEW VICTORIAN! 


Walk to SF Ferry! Panoramic 
water views! Beautiful 3 bed¬ 
room, 1.5 bath, family room, gym 
and office, granite kitchen, 2 fire¬ 
places, gorgeous gardens and 
deck with fabulous views! 

Just listed at $579,000. 

Call Todd Bishop 

707.235.4277 

Realtor 


RENTALS 


Villa Soma 


( 415 ) 203.2730 ( 415 ) 601.1019 



Beautifully renovated 
building conveniently 
located near Market 
Street,Van Ness Ave, 
Nightclubs, Shopping 
& Restaurants! 

Visit us online at 
www.villasoma.net 


Rooms from $495 monthly (Weekly from $150 plus tax) 


* Free DSL/Satelllte TV/VCR 

* In room Mini-refrigerator 
Sink/ Microwave 

* Combination Beds;futon,loft, 
Bunk, full and twin 

* Free Local Calls 


* Heating/Electricity included 

* Laundry Facilities 

* Housekeeping Services Available 

* Completely renovated building/rooms 

* Shared bathroom/shower 

* Mexican Restaurant 

* Great South of Market location 


1554 Howard St* btwn* 11th & 12th St* 


SF r S CAY HOTEL 

LUZ HOTEL 725 CEARY 

$65/Night Wkly & Monthly avail. 
Check our Daboyz Rm - A must see! 

415-928-1917* 866-STAYLUZ 



GUERNEVILLE 

$850 two bedroom cottage in quiet 
wooded setting, knotty pine interior, 
large decks, laundry. 

$950 modern two bedroom cottage 
perfect for permanent home or week¬ 
end retreat, yard, d/w, laundry. Con¬ 
venient location near beach. 

$1000 two bedroom private cottage, 
spacious rooms, secluded deck, sunny yard. 

CALL 707-869-0623 
WWW.RIVERHOMES.COM 

EIB 


LEGAL NOTICES 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OFTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE# CNC 05542072 

In the matter of the application of Adam 
Lee Cronin for change of name. The applica¬ 
tion of Adam Lee Cronin for change of name 
having been filed in Court, and it appearing 
from said application that Adam Lee Cronin 
has filed an application proposing that 
his/her name be changed to Alessandro 
DeNino. Now therefore, it is hereby ordered, 
that all persons interested in said matter do 
appear before this Court in Room 218 on 
the 14th day of July, 2005 at 9:00 am of 
said day to show cause why the application 
for change of name should not be granted. 
MAY 19, 26, JUNE 2, 9 2005 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO 
SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

To whom it may concern: The name of the 
applicants is/are Residence Inn By Mar¬ 
riott Inc. The applicants listed above are 
applying to the Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control at 71 Stevenson Street, 
Suite #1500 San Francisco, Ca. 94105, to 
sell alcoholic beverages at: 1350 Veterans 
Blvd. South San Francisco, Ca. 94080. 
Type of License applied for: 

20 - OFF SALE BEER AND WINE- 
MAY 19, 26 JUNE 2, 2005 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO 
SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 


STATEMENT FILE A-0285264-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Paris Roosevelt Productions, 1261 Bay 
St. San Francisco, Ca. 94123. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by an individual, signed 
Phoebe Rubin. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on 
5/28/98. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca on 5/11/05. 
MAY 26 JUNE 2, 9, 16 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0285385-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Lombard Street Loan Co., 940 Bay St. 
#18 San Francisco, Ca. 94109. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by an individual, signed 
Fred Koopman. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
5/12/05. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca on 5/1605. 
MAY 26 JUNE 2, 9, 16 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0285442-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Belmont Hardware, 115 Wisconson St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94107. This business is 
conducted by a corporation, signed Bradley 
A. Clore. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca on 5/19/05. 

MAY 26 JUNE 2, 9, 16 2005 


To whom it may concern: The name of the 
applicants is/are Tsui Joe Inc. The applicants 
listed above are applying to the Department 
of Alcoholic Beverage Control at 71 Steven¬ 
son Street, Suite #1500 San Francisco, Ca. 
94105, to sell alcoholic beverages at: 245 S. 
Airport Blvd. South San Francisco, Ca. 
94080. Type of License applied for: 

41 - ON-SALE BEER AND WINE - 

EATING PLACE 

MAY 19, 26 JUNE 2, 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0285161-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Web Cabby, 2121 Evans #G San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. 94124. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Christopher 
Sweis. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 5/06/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca on 5/06/05. 

MAY 26 JUNE 2, 9, 16 2005 
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VACATION RENTA! S 



Jm ret re at 


RESORT + SPA 


experience the new russian river. 



get polished, buffed, wrapped and 
rubbed at our full service spa, then 
after dinner, relax in front of your 
own fireplace in nothing but a fluffy 
robe...and a smile. 


reservations | 707,869.2706 
866.73, RE LAX 

www.retreatresort.biz 

lnfo@retreatresort.biz 


14711 ARMSTRONG WOODS ROAD . GUEfcNEVIUE , CA 95446 


mauisunseeker.com 

n M a i j i_ _ _ 

OUNSEEKER 

Maui’s largest gay & lesbian hotel 



SAN FRANCISCO’S 

PREMIERE GAY GUEST HOUSE 

THE PARKER HOUSE 

1-888-520-7275 

www.parkerguesthouse.com 


INSTRUCTION 


HAWAII 

CABANA AT WAIKIKI 
SUITES AS LOW AS $99 !! 
CALL 1-877-902-2121 
FOR RESERVATIONS 



1 LEARN FRENCH 


• All Levels • Individual Classes • 

MARC GADELIN 

Certified Teacher (415) 441 -2062 


mm 


W.E.L. Tax Services 

You work hardfor your money, 
let us work smart to help you keep it! 

[=S| Bill Lentini 

IS 415-252-7552 » 

www.weltax.com 


bULiorab 


ILIA 


We pay top dollar for 

GAY MEMORABILIA 

Books, Photos, Mags, 
1970's or earlier. 
415-642-3624 

hb@resolvedigital.com 


jflfcfloRT 


MACINTOSH 

HELP 

* Prompt 

mm 

* Thorough 

■Hi 

* 14 Years Exp 

. .*ji 

Rick 415.821.1792 | 


Ycommuni catio n s 
Telephone B Computer Cabling 
Telephone B Voicemail Systems 
Intercom Systems • Video Surveillance Systems 
Business/Residence lnfosiallwired.net 

Lie. # 736383 Ph: 4B8-9400 


Computer Help 


Affordable house calls for 
your PC needs by exp’d pro. 
Recorded info: (415) 820-3251 
web: computerhelpsf.com 
Cell: (415)431-6766 



Upside down? 

Get your computer 
back up! Just... 


remain.com 


Troubleshooting. Installation. Tutoring. 
We'll fix your computer - PC or Mac - 
at your home or office 
throughout the Bay Area. 


415 - 552-7909 
www.sf-remain.com 


PC HELP/INSTRUCTIONS 

All Windows, MS Office, DSL & Fax, 
Email. Zack 292-7243 7 days. 

E21 

HTTP://WWW 

PRUDENTIAL REALTY WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com eb 

Good dish on any one in the leather 
community? HatchetQ@aol.com 


partylisfc. 

.. 

The - 


JOBS OFFERED 




ARE you LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER? 
Is your current job setting you down? 

We are the largest adult retail chain in 
California and WE WANT YOU! 

Join our innovative team and work in a 
non-corporate, aiternative-lifestyle-friendly 
environment. 

Excellent pay and great benefits! 

vWfr/ 

Benefits include: 

Medical, Dental, Vision & Life « 401 (k) « Paid 
vacations, sick days & holidays * Commissions 
Employee Discounts 

Managers must have two years experience in 
retail management. Clerks must have one 
year 


Please fax resume to (415) 468-3519 attention Lisa. 
Please call (415) 468-5600 ext. 140 for more information. 


^^^^iJEmai^^^Jobs^adultsu^ersourcejcon^ 




CUSTOMER SERVICE/SALES 

LOOKING FOR ENERGETIC F/T 
CUSTOMER SERVICE/SALES PER¬ 
SON. POSITION IS IN BUSY SOMA 
RETAIL/WHOLESALE PACKAGING 
STORE. EXP. A PLUS, WILL 
TRAIN. GREAT BENEFITS. SERI¬ 
OUS APPLICANTS ONLY PLEASE! 
APPLY IN PERSON 1255 HOWARD 
ST. OR PHONE 415-558-8100. 


hKHfes 


STATEMENT FILE A-0285408-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Idleland Media, 1637 Clay St #4 San 
Francisco, Ca. 94109. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Jonathan 
Lanford. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on N/A. The 
statement was filed with the City and County 
of San Francisco, Ca on 5/17/05. 

MAY 26 JUNE 2, 9, 16 2005 

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME: #263748 

The following person(s) have abandoned the 
use of the fictitious business name known as 
Lombard Street Loan located at 940 Bay 
St. #18 San Francisco, Ca. 94109. This 
business was conducted by a general part¬ 
nership signed Fred Koopman. The ficti¬ 
tious name was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 1/16/03. 
MAY 26 JUNE 2, 9, 16 2005 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP OF AL¬ 
COHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE 

To whom it may concern: The name of the 
applicants is/are James Edward Hooker Jr. 
and Sandra Ann Vanslyke. The applicants 
listed above are applying to the Depart¬ 
ment of Alcoholic Beverage Control at 71 
Stevenson Street, Suite #1500 San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. 94105, to sell alcoholic bever¬ 
ages at: 35 Sixth St. San Francisco, Ca. 
94103. Type of License applied for: 

41 - ON-SALE BEER AND WINE - 
EATING PLACE 
MAY 26, 2005 


DIAKADI 

BODY 



DIAKADI Body 

Personal Training and 

Wellness Center 

Setting the Bar for Personal 

Training in SF 

Highly Innovative, Private 

Training Facility for G* ;ng 

Results from Your Wo. kouts. 

Take a •Tuaf tour of our 
facility or view our trainers' 
bios at: 

www.diaka otf- 

290 Division Street 
(10th St & Brannan St) 
415.863-4922 


ESCAPE • UNWIND • 

UNLEASH YOUR IMNER ATHLETE 


Resident Manager For SOMA Reno¬ 
vated Property, w/Shared Baths. 

1554 Howard/Van Ness, In Exchange 
For Reduced Rent Plus Commission. 
Fax Res. To 415-775-8824 

F/T Event & Party Set Up, Maintain 
Storage & Retrieval Of Props. Week¬ 
ends Mand. Good DMV A Must, 

Neat Appearance & Good Attitude. 

At Start $11.00/Hr 
Call 707-363-9399 


kiBQlfcEs 


THE BECK LAW GROUP 

A Professional Corporation 
Estate Planning Made Easy 


# 

Alma Soongi Beck, Esq. 

J.D., U..M Taxation 

Seminar Facilitator for NCijR 
and Our Family Coalition 


415.642.9930 


Wills, Living Trusts 
Domestic Partnership Planning 
Property Co-Ownership Issues 
Probate & Trust Administration 

ALMA@BECKLAWGROUP.COM 


LAW OFFICES 
SHELLEY S. FEINBERG 

E 

Serving the g 
Flood Building 

870 Market SL 

Probate 

Wills and Living 

Trusts 

Estate Planning 
Domestic Partnership 
| Agreements 

FLAT FEE 

;ay community since 1999 
ssfeinberg msn.com 
415.421.1893 


Law and Mediation Solutions 

Joel K. Rubinstein 

Graduate of Harvard and Yale 

• Mediation (Business/Famiiy) 

• Real Estate 

• New Business Formation 

• Contract Review and Preparation 

• Bankruptcy 
•Wills/Trusts 

• Co-Ownership Issues 

15 yrs. experience 

Proud to serve the LG8T Community 
j FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 

[■■■«> ■ (415)656-1968 


PRIDE IS ALMOST 
HERE! 

DEADLINES: 

IFIED DISPLAY ADS 
FRIDAY, JUNE 17TH @ 

CLASSIFIED LINE ADS 
MONDAY, JUNE 20TH @ 
12:00PM 

Call 415-861-5019 or Email 
barady@aol.com 4 
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SERVICES 


UPKEEP 


b 1 u e i sn otm yc o 1 o r. c o m 


rOPHiC design 
Prilll production 
COPy turifing 

I scon@ioiueiSiiBtniucoiQr.com 


LinK Landscaue Design E Construction 

creating Beautiful Gardens. 

Loui-Plamtenance. irrigation Systems. 

DecKs. Hot inns. Fences. 

Jim LinK # 731605 * ^5)282-0288 












LAND 


HIGH INTEGRITY LANDSCAPING 415 269 &&Q& 



STEVEN UNDERHILL 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

415-978-2463 


Creations Landscaping 


DECKS WATER FEATUREi 

FENCES made of either 

RETAINING WALLS (Stainless Steel 
IRRIGATION or Rock)Water 

Phone:(650)557-1543 Ponds,etc 
Pe ll. ; ( 415) 310-4 857 I ndoor & QutJ 


^GDTt? 

PETS? 

PET SITTING S, DOG WALKING 

FREE 1/2 HOUR C0NSULTHTIDN 


Portraits/Online Photos 

http://www.stevenunderhill.com 


CALL JERNINE 
415 8 B 1-5381 isfi 


Housecleaner, Personal Assistant, Or¬ 
ganizer, Caregiver, Pet Sitter, Driver, 
Errands, Moving Racking Mile 495-2312 


BEST CLEAN $40 WEEKLY 

Or Bi-Weekly. Once $55/Flat Rate. 
Whole House Clean. Best Basic 
Clean In The Business. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. Call John 420-2926. 
Reliable. In B.A.R. Since 1991. Honest 

E22 

HANDYMAN 

Plumbing, Electrical, Reliable, Educated, 
Experienced. Alexander 244-4194 <e25 


TONY’S HOME CLEANING 

Professional And Responsive 
Attention To Detail At Your Request 
Free Est. 415-317-1114 


HOME & GARDEN HANDYMAN 

Fair & Reliable 415-351-8848 


Cheap & Cheerful Landscaping 
Hauling. Free Estimate415 642-9020 em 

Christopher's House Cleaning 
8yrs. Exp. Free Est. 370-4341 


$13/hr Weed And Yardwork Also 
Tree Pruning, Haul 835-4735 

Carpentry/Electrical 
Plumbing Jobs. Lie. Call 

WREN • 621-1379 


HOUSECLEANING 

Since 1979, many original clients. 
All equipment and supplies. 

Richard • 415-255-0389. 

PRUNE YOUR TREE 

Expert in pruning all varieties of trees & 
more. Please call 334-3334. 


FLOWER ARRANGER 

Many yrs freelance bars, parties 
restaurants. Back room work florist 
shop? Call Dave Fairall 

415-776-1939 BEFORE 5PM 


Serving the Community 
With Quality and Reliability 



Lone Star 
Plumbing 


BATHS • KITCHENS • CODE WORK • SPRINKLERS 
COPPER WORK • REMODELING SPECIALISTS 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 

641-9234 

STATE LIC. #430557 


Fernando Cleaning Services 

Hardworking Brazilian Guy 
• Houses • Offices • Buildings 

10 Years Experience • Great References 
(415) 567-6213 / (415) 571-7894 cell 
Call Free Estimates 


GARDENING & LANDSCAPING 

Yard Cleaning • Hauling • Tree Care 

Ph: (415) 810-6807 


1 


•suNNysidE- 


UPKEEP 

STEVE THE CARPENTER 

20 Yrs Experience 415-255-7014 

HANDYMAN JAMIE 

415-425-3692 Dependable Quality 
Carpentry Electrical Plumbing 


Drywall/Plaster - Highest Quality 
New/Repair/Patch. Artistic Detail. 
Textures. $30/Hr. 

995-4782 25 yrs. 


j Thomas Starr Stevens 


♦ * 


DESIGN ER/CRAFTSMAN 

♦ 

CUSTOM CABINETRY & TILEWORK 

INTERIOR REMODELING 

415 - 641 - 4141 



a tnv At ELECTRICIAN/ 

to M-oiaz oz Office 

Call 415-577-1665 Peter 
Remodeling, Troubleshooting, 
Service Changes 

No Job Too Small • Low Rates 



cotomsi 

pmwQco. 

• Commercial/Residential 

• Interior/Exterior 

• Quality.Craftsmanship / /T7* 

• Over 20 Yrs. Experience \ ( V\ 

(415) 861-7167 

Call for Free Estimate 
Gensteve@pacbell.net 

CA Lie. #786219 



NORTH CAL 
ROOFING 


1 QUALITY ROOFING SINCE 10811 

a Roofs of all types 

•Jfe • Featuring 

Modified 

Single Ply 

SSEr*- Roofing For 
*|§§f All Flat Roofs 

• Gutters 

• Skylights 

• Siding 

• Steep Shingle 
Work A Specialty 

• Cedar Sdewall 
Shingles 

i| Insured PL & PD-State Uc# 757164 

, J|jL John Bailey 

Owner, Operator 

FREE ESTIMATES 
333-3701 


SHEILA’S REPAIRS 


415.584.5669 

Carpentry • Plumbing • Dry Rot 
Retrofit • Foundation Bolts 
Painting • Drywall 

Doors & Windows 


THE ELECTRICIAN 

Victorian Specialist 

Track Lighting 

Internal & External 

Motion Detectors 

Down Lights 

Low Voltage Systems 
Heating/Air Conditioning 
Hydroponics Servicing 

Lic#394787 • Bonded & Insured 

( 415 ) 252-8574 

Serving our Community with pride and respect 



CALIFORNIA 
^^CARPENTRY CO. 

BATHROOMS & KITCHENS 
DECKS & FENCES 

TEL: 415.244.8523 

CaliforniaCarpentry.com 

UC# 841971 



PHILLIP JAMES 


• HOME REMODELING • 

• CARPENTRY • ELECTRICAL • 

• PLUMBING • FINE FINISHWORK • 

415-374-8983 

CA Lie# 778285 


Brookline 

Aries 


\\ 

K 


We 

Like 


Electric 

Old Houses 


CONDO CONVERSIONS 


( 415 ) 239-5393 


Victorian, Edwardian, Queen Anne 
Neat & concealed upgrades 
Code corrections for a safe house 
Old knob & Tube wiring 
Insured, no claims in 15 years 
Good Service Guidebook approved 
Japeters@pacbell.net 33 years service 
121 Santa Rosa Ave S.F. 



BAY 

ELECTRIC 

rPH (41 
LFRiE 

15) 563-5649] 

Estimates LL 

Old Houses • Condo Conversions 

New Panels • Service Calls 

Kitchen and Bath Remodels 

CA Lie # 810652 • Bonded & Insured 



TOM SKIDMORE 415-279-2853 
• HANDIWORK • REPAIRS 
• SMALL PROJECTS • SMALL REMODELS 

REASONABLE RATES EXCELLENT REFERENCES 



am 

INTERIORS ONLY 
COLOR CONSULTATION 


GREAT PRICES, 
CLEAN, FAST 

415 . 370.4849 

JPPCOMPANY@AOL.COM 


CARPENTRY 

ALL PHASES • DRY ROT 
( 415 ) 621-1379 
Wren 


Bay Garage And 
Foundation Co. 

License #852029 
I • Foundations New and Replace¬ 
ment 

• Garages Installed 

• Sidewalks 

• Driveways 

l • Architectural & Engineering 
Available 

! 415.626.0630 



JUST HAUL IT I 
JUST PAINT IT I 
JUST PLUMB IT I WWJA 
JUST SHOCK IT ! M\W 

JUST FIX IT ! 

- AN ALL PURPOSE HANDYMAN SERVICE - 

JIM ~ (415) 864 - 6850 


CARPENTRY 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Specializing in 
Kitchens 
& Baths 

Interior 

Remodeling 

Crown & 
Custom Trim 

Windows & Doors 

Impeccable References 

1-415-505-2427 
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MTO1MIICT 


UPKEEP 


Handyman & MORE 

GENERAL HOME REPAIR - fast friendly and 
reliable service! All types of remodeling: 
painting, tyling, drywali, carpentry, decking, 
pluming, specialized plaster finishes etc. 
Elisha for an immediate quote and excellent 
service. Emergency call-outs. 

415 - 722-0103 


CONSTRUCTION 

Associates 

License #852029 

• Remodeling • Additions 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Dry Rot Repairs 

• Structural Work 

• Seismic & Earthquake Up¬ 
grades 

41S.G2i.0n0 


High Quality Workmanship/Great Prices 

EURO 

Painting & Restoration 
Residential Commercial Interior Exterior 
Victorian Homes Carpentry & Drywali Repair 

(415)519-7377 

www.eurorestorating.com 
Fully Bonded Insured State Lie. # 792783 


E&R PAINTING 

For a fine and neat painting 
Interior & Exterior 
Residential &Commercial 

FREE ESTIMATES 

650 - 755-4343 


HAULING 


„cUM $LE REL °C4r/ 0/ y r 

^ ( 415 ) 621-5164 "S 

CAREFUL, EXP., FRIENDLY. 2-3 MEN 
16' ENCLOSED, WELL-EQUIPPED TRUCK 
REAS. RATES • APTS, HOMES, OFCS. 

★ B.A.R. ADVERTISER SINCE 1991 


LOU’S EXPRESS CO. 

Home Office Business 


Trash, Garage, Junk, Sofas, Padding, 
Carpet Removal, Appliances, 

Nail Strips, Large Truck 
Serving the Gay Community 

Lou Hauler (415) 225-4637 


'FAST HAUL* 

**-415 665 - 0800 -** 


FRIENDLY, SAME-DAY SERVICE 
David Singer - Owner 
www.FastHaul.com 


Castro Hauling 

Yard & Garage Cleaning ° 
Tree Care & Dump Runs 
Very Responsible, from $15 per hr 


Call Yoel 282-2023 


EZ RELOCATION 

TIT 


HOME & OFFICE 
415-810-6807 


Let's Negotiate 


Relocation Services 

Specializing in Relocation Services of all types 
Homes • Offices • Apartments 
415 . 261.3285 • 510 . 997.0518 





•Hauling in general 
•Careful & Dependable 

650557-1543 
415310-4857 


Hauling Reliable On Time 
Call Mike 415-577-7180 

E28 

Hauling, etc. 441-1054.Large Truck! 
Remove carpet, appl., sofas, cement.^ 

2 men Lg clean truck. Cheap, 24 hrs 
Free est. Louis 902-3229 

.—-- 


MOVERS 


Pat Ryan 
Moving & 
Storage 

Call for a free estimate 

415 - 871-8196 

• NO EXTRA CHARGE 
EVENINGS & WEEKENDS 

• Free use of wardrobe 

BOXES 

• Excellent references 

• Frequent trips to 
Palm Springs 

• Licensed & Insured 

Cal T *189509 



MOVING 

SPECIALIST 

GAY OPERATED 
FOR 25 YEARS 


[~Pftl 


FREE ESTIMATES 


m\ 


PACKING* MOVING* STORAGE 


415 * 821*4755 

WWW *1ACKTRUX* COM 


NOTICES 

POINT RICHMOND 

Over 100 Town Garage Sales 
Benefit - Masquers Playhouse 
105 Park Place - (510) 232-3888 
Map - Refreshments - Sale 
Monday-May309:30AM-4PM En 

PRIDE IS ALMOST 
HERE! 

DON’T MISS YOUR 
CHANCE TO ADVERTISE 
WITH THE B.A.R. 

DEADLINES: 

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS 
FRIDAY, JUNE 17TH @ 
3:00PM 

CLASSIFIED LINE ADS 
MONDAY, JUNE 20TH @ 
12:00PM 

Call 415-861-5019 or Email 
baradv@aol.com 


COUNSELING 



David Lai, ph. D. 

Psychologist (PSY17205) 

My approach ftises western science and 
eastern philosophy to help you with 
Depression, Anxiety, 

Drug Use, HIV. 
Individuals and Couples. 
Castro Office 
No Charge for First Consultation 
415-608-7092 
ww.DrDavidLai.com 


Therapy 

for Individuals & Couples 

relationship & family issues • sexuality 
grief & loss»transitions * depression 
lesbian/gav concerns • addiction 



Don Mack, M.A., M.F.T.I. 

Depth-oriented. Conveniently located 
on Divisadero Street at California. 

Call 415-820-9620 for a free consultation. 

Marriage & family Therapist intern #46243. 
Supervised iyy X. Mai ie. MR #23656 


1 

New Gay Men’s Group 
Forming 

Interviewing now. Work with others to grow beyond 
self-limiting attitudes, feelings and behaviors. An 
indepth, dynamic, long-term group. Haight & Di¬ 
visadero. Wednesdays at 7:30pm. 

Limited to 8 members 

BE 

DAVE 

COOPERBERG 

lie# MFT12549 

(415) 431 -3220 Individual & Couples Work 

davecooperberg@yahoo.com SefVing the Bay Area Since 1973 


OVEREATING? 

Experienced, Compassionate, 
effective therapy. 

ELLEN DEKKER, MFT 

(415) 979-6830 


[5L 


NOAM SaLPETER, MFT, CCHT 


Counseling ano Conical hypnosis 

San Francisco & East Bay 
(415)339-8311 
wmi.OfftGL-BSxxxn 


THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, 
TRANSGENDER PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
ASSOCIATION OF THE BAY AREA 


a nonprofit cotpcfoitafi 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
REFERRAL SERVICE 

088.869.4993 

CALL TOLL FREE 24 HOURS A DAY 

Free confidential referrals made to 
qualified therapists throughout the 
Bay Area who understand Issues of 
concern to our community. 

CALIFORNIA'S OLDEST G/L/B/T 
THERAPIST ASSOCIATION. 

Paid for by over 120 participating 
licensed therapists. Insurance 
referrals available. 

wwwgoylesta.org 


Brief, 

solution- 

focused 

therapy and 

coaching 

for individuals 

and couples 


Dr. Eric Nicely 

Psychologist (PSY 18892) 

(415) 955-1975 
www.drnicely.com 

Visit Website for Free Information 



HEALTH 


DIAKADI 

BODY 


DO YOU LIKE A 
CHALLENGE? 

CHALLENGE 

YOURSELF TO GET 
FIT AT 

DIAKADIBODY. 



• Experienced, Certified 
Personal Trainers 

• State-of-the Art Equipment 

• Spacious and Inspiring 
Workout Areas 

• All Encompassing: Yoga, 
Pilates, Massage, Chiro, 
Nutritional Consultations, 
Personal Chef Service 

www.diakadibody.com 

290 Division Street 
(10th St & Brannan St) 
415.863-4922 


ESCAPE • UNWIND • 

UNLEASH YOUR INNER ATHLETE 


Eye Exams - Contacts 
Fashion Frames 
in Pleasant Hill 

925.687.7638 

Dr. Thomas Ophardt, O.D. 
VSP, Spectera, EyeMed, Others 



www.shaveorgasmic.com 


Advertise in the 

BayAreaReporter, 

for a good time call David! 

Call 415.861.5019 
for rates and info. 

Or email BARadv@aol.com 


?AY.. REA REPORTER 


CLASSIFIEDS ORDER FORM 


Indicate 
Type Style 
Here Y 


X-BOLDs 


Regular Stops Here 1 


DEADLINE 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 


RATES 


First line, Regular 6.00 
All subsequent lines 4.00 
CAPS double price 
BOLD double price 
X-BOLD triple price 


PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 

JVlinimumSIO charge, 
pn Visa and MasterCard. 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 


Card Number 


3-Digit Security Code 


CONTACT INFORMATION 


Amount Enclosed 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

BAY AREA 
REPORTER 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO; 

415.861,8144 , 
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f0r Vn„ 


^-Exclusi ve Vacations and Cru ise^ 

s ^ 9 ‘ 

7-NigMWesternCaribbel_J-4-^ 

_ ,,„.Q6 $1199' 

7-Night WesternCaribbean^J 

RSW Va ^ U0 “’^ , era™0rt ‘06 

7-Night Mexican Riviera — 


* travelocity 

You’ll never roam alone!" 


PASSPORT bearer swears on his nudgy nodkin that the following™^ 
Sumame|Nom Date of birth/Date de naissance 

GNOME ITS/RUDE/TO/ASK 

Given Name/Prenoms 

(THE) ROAMING 

Height/lieude naissance 

UP TO LESLIE'S KNEECAPS 

Sex/Sexe 

ON OCCASION 

Current Status/Citoyennete 

INTERNATIONAL MAN OF HOT TUBS 


«travelocity.com/gaytravel « Official Travel Partner of GAY.COM 


•Terms and Conditions: Cruise Offers: Prices listed are per person, cruise-onty, and are I 
are not guaranteed until the deposit or full payment has been made on your booking at 
by a parent, relative, or guardian 25 years or older. Some cruise lines age restrictions m 
packaging engine is constantly updating prices and availably. Please check pricing at 


sad on double occupancy. Port charges, gratuities and government fees and taxes are additional for all guests, 
you have received a confirmation number from Travelocity. Additional restrictions from various suppliers may 
/ vary. Flight Plus Hotel Deals: Prices are in USD for one adult based on double occupancy and include tax rec 
avaiiaMity for your travel dates and departure city on this site. ©2005 Tievalocity.com IP All rights resort 


lead rates displayed for cruise offers are valid as of April 21, 2005. Rates and availability are subject to change. Prices 
ipply- Cruise lines require that guests under the age of 21 years must stay in the same stateroom and be accompanied 
overy charges. Sample prices gathered on 04/06/05 for travel 06/23/05 to 06/26/05. Our realtime dynamic Flight + Hotel 
ed. TRAVELOCITY, the Stars Design and The Roaming Gnome are trademarks of Travelocity.com IP. CST# 2056372-60, 
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Remembering a great leatherman 

Robert Davolt was a major force for goody 
says leather columnist Mister Marcus. 

page 42 


A whale of a bar 

Our bar columnists visit 
the Castro's Moby Dick. 

page 44 


Big whoop at NCTC! 

Howard Crabtree's back 
in ‘Whoop-Dee-Doo!' 

page 32 
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Director Gregg Araki adapts 
Scott Heim’s ‘Mysterious Skin’ 


by David Lamble 


i n the new film, Mysterious Skin , brilliantly adapted and re-imagined 
for the screen by Gregg Araki from the harrowing, fantastic and at 
times darkly funny novel by Kansas native Scott Heim, two eight year 
old boys meet while playing Little League baseball. They share an 
emotionally traumatic night with their coach, and then cope with 
the consequences in the same small town until they are yoked back to¬ 
gether, on the cusp young adulthood, having not seen each other, as one of 
them precisely recalls, for “ten years, five months and seven days.” 

One of the many qualities of this beautifully crafted, astonishingly enter¬ 
taining film is that Araki and his actors give us an unusually detailed account 
of small town American life as its is experienced by two very different boys. 
One, Brain Lackey, is a classically introverted young man whose natural fear 
of life is reinforced by a black hole of lost memory: “The summer I was eight 
years old, five hours disappeared from my life, five hours lost, gone without a 
trace.” The other, the sexually precocious Neil McCormick, experiences the 
summer of amorous adventures with the coach as a scary but dangerously ex¬ 
hilarating rite of passage: “It happened, that’s what I told myself, it just hap¬ 
pened.” 

Mysterious Skin opens in a blaze of color, as tiny flake-like objects rain 
down on a small boy’s head. This is the blizzard of cereal in Coach’s kitchen, 
the sticky pellets a symbol of how Coach wickedly employs, child-centered 
games and comfort-food to seduce his victims. But Araki takes a leaf out of 
Heim’s book in insisting on the stark if uncomfortable truth that young Neil 
was already fantasizing about his mother’s dumb-as-a-bag-of-rocks 
boyfriend, Alfred, before Coach provided a more desirable model. 

Bill Sage as Coach gives an unsettling performance as a character who in 
his dastardly way loves his little charges. In both book and film Coach is 
never brought to justice, but simply vanishes from the story, while his ghost 
seems to linger over “his boys,” as one of them will admit late in the film: “It’s 

page 34 ► 


Gay fiction-writers speak out 

Four authors discuss ‘the gay novel’ in Palm Springs by David Batterson 


I ovelists Christopher Rice, William Mann, Dan Boyle 
and Trebor Healey came to the desert this spring to 
discuss The Purple Quill - Writing the Gay Novel, as 
I part of the First Annual Palm Springs Book Festival, 
hosted by Peppertree Bookstore. Marc Thomson, senior staff 
writer at Desert Post Weekly, served as moderator of the gay 
novel dialogue. The first question to the panel was, “What is 
a gay novel?” 

William Mann, the most prolific writer of the group ( All 
American Boy, The Grave Passions, Edge of Midnight: The Life 
of John Schlesinger), answered by saying, “I don’t know. Is 
there such a thing? I’m the senior member of this panel, and 
I can remember the gay book boom of the ’90s. I remember 
being on panels with people like Armistead Maupin and Ed¬ 
mund White. They would talk about it being so important to 
have this construct of the gay novel,” he said, “because up 
until the ’70s, there wasn’t such a thing. 

“Of course, there were the works of James Baldwin and the 
plays of Tennessee Williams. These were gay works. I think,” 
he said, “we have moved beyond the sense of ‘this book is a 
gay book and this book is not.’ I think it’s more important to 
talk about the gay market.” 

Mann said his fiction books have been targeted “primari¬ 
ly toward the gay market, especially The Men from the Boys 
and Where the Boys Are. That’s wonderful to me.” Mann stat¬ 
ed he’s “happy to have a gay readership primarily. We think of 

page 36 ► 


From left: Trebor Healey, William Mann, moderator Marc Thompson, Christopher Rice, and Dan Boyle. 
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The Publishing Triangle’s 17th 
Annual Triangle Awards presented 

Edward Field, Michael Kearns receive Lifetime Achievement Awards 


/ he 17th Annual Triangle 
Awards, honoring the best 
lesbian and gay fiction, 
nonfiction, and poetry published 
in 2004, were presented on May 10 
at the Tishman Auditorium of the 
New School for Social Research in 
New York. 

The Publishing Triangle asso¬ 
ciation of lesbians and gay men in 
publishing began honoring a gay 
or lesbian writer for his or her 
body of work a few months after 
the organization was founded in 
1989, and has now partnered with 
the Ferro-Grumley Literary 
Awards and the Robert Chesley 
Foundation to present an impres¬ 
sive array of awards each spring. 

Edward Field is the 2005 recip¬ 
ient of the Publishing Triangle’s 
Bill Whitehead Award for Lifetime 
Achievement, named in honor of 
a legendary editor of the 1970s 
and ’80s. Field, the first male poet 
ever recognized by this award, is 
the author of A Frieze for a Tem- 


FREE ADMISSION 


main 


ANTIQUES 

STREET FAIRE 

SUN0AY MAY 29 




Edward Field. 


pie of Love, Magic Words, Counting 
Myself Lucky, and others. Joan 
Larkin, one of this year’s White- 
head judges, called Field “one of 
the major American poets since 
the mid-20th century, and a truly 
indispensable artist.” The Bill 
Whitehead Award is given to a 
man in odd-numbered years and 
a woman in even years, and the 
winner receives $3,000. Poet and 
editor David Groff introduced 
Field, saying, “His poems are eas¬ 
ily accessible, their language de¬ 
ceptively plainspoken.” 

The Publishing Triangle pre¬ 
sented a special Leadership Award 
to The Lesbian Herstory Archives, 
the largest and oldest lesbian 
archive in the world. Founded in 
the mid-’70s by a group of women 
concerned about the failure of 
mainstream publishers, libraries, 
and research institutions to value 
lesbian culture, this archive hous¬ 
es more than 20,000 books, along 
with thousands of photographs, 
magazines, files, film and video 
footage, and other materials. Its 
headquarters in a Brooklyn, NY 


brownstone preserve many publi¬ 
cations that no other library or 
archive originally deemed impor¬ 
tant enough to keep. Deborah 
Edel accepted the award, present¬ 
ed by Triangle co-chair Carol 
Rosenfeld, on behalf of the 
Archive. 

The Publishing Triangle estab¬ 
lished its poetry awards in 2001. 
Each recipient receives $250. 

The Thom Gunn Award was 
known as the Triangle Award for 
Gay Male Poetry until this year. In 
her opening remarks, Publishing 
Triangle co-chair Carol Rosenfeld 
announced that the award was 
being renamed to honor the au¬ 
thor of The Man with Night 
Sweats (1992), Boss Cupid (2000; 
the winner of the first Triangle 
Award for Gay Male Poetry) and 
other works. The British-born 
Gunn, a longtime resident of San 
Francisco, died on April 25, 2004, 
at the age of 74. 

Winner, The Thom Gunn 
Award for Gay Poetry: Carl 
Phillips, The Rest of Love (Farrar 
Straus Giroux) 

Finalists: Ron Mohring, Sur- 
vivable World (Word Works); D. A. 
Powell, Cocktails (Graywolf Press) 

The Audre Lorde Award hon¬ 
ors the American poet, essayist, li¬ 
brarian, and teacher. Lorde (1934- 
1992) was nominated for the Na¬ 
tional Book Award for From a 
Land Where Other People Live and 
was the poet laureate of New York 
State in 1991. She received the 
Publishing Triangle’s Bill White- 
head Award for Lifetime Achieve¬ 
ment shortly before her death. 
Among her 16 books are Zami 
(1982) and A Burst of Light 
(1989). 

Winner, The Audre Lorde 
Award for Lesbian Poetry: Mau¬ 
reen Seaton, Venus Examines Her 
Breast (Carnegie Mellon Universi¬ 
ty Press) 

Finalists: Adrienne Rich, The 



Pont mu* 


Starts This Week 


Now Playing 


On Sale Now 


THE NEW CONSERVATORY THEATRE CENTER 


fNNCER DAY 

AND Till 

CftlMfONCMlft in 

Someday, 
Love 


A UNIQUE NEW CABARET 

MU*m»8Y 


ftieiiAftft tCmiMBlY KOLBEWYN 
AN IN CONCERT WORLD PREMIERE 


Subscribe to the In Concert Summer Series and see Someday, Love, 
Drunk With Love: a Tribute to Frances Faye and Dress Up! with the 
imcomparable Carole Cook. Ail 3 shows for a special low price! Call today. 


I O 


25 Van Ness Avenue«San Francisco * ( 415 ) 861-8972 
visit us online at www.nctcsf.org 


HOWAUP CRABTREE'S * &***%>** * 

WHOOP-?' 

"DEE-POO! 


Directed by 
Ed Decker 


Starts 


13,2005 


ICKET 1 

■■[TO THE : 

Tony* 


JunDAY 
JunE 5,2005 

A (ELEBRATIOn Of THE 

AmERiun Theatre QJincf 
Artomette Perry Award* 


MAY 27 


THRU 


JULY? 


School Among the Ruins (W.W. 
Norton); Lee Ann Roripaugh, Year 
of the Snake (Southern Illinois 
University Press) 

The Publishing Triangle began 
giving the Shilts-Grahn awards for 
nonfiction in 1997. Each recipient 
receives $1,000. The Judy Grahn 
Award honors the American 
writer, cultural theorist and ac¬ 
tivist (b. 1940) best known for The 
Common Woman (1969) and An¬ 
other Mother Tongue (rev. ed., 
1984). It recognizes the best non¬ 
fiction book of the year affecting 
lesbian lives — the book may be 
by a lesbian, for example, about a 
lesbian or lesbian culture, or both. 

Winner, The Judy Grahn 
Award for Lesbian Nonfiction: Al¬ 
ison Smith, Name All the Animals 
(Scribner) 

Finalists: Alexis De Veaux, 
Warrior Poet: A Life of Audre Lorde 
(W.W. Norton); Evelyn C. White, 
Alice Walker (W.W. Norton) 

The Randy Shilts Award hon¬ 
ors the journalist whose ground¬ 
breaking work on the AIDS epi¬ 
demic for the San Francisco 
Chronicle made him a hero to 
many in the community. Shilts 
(1951-94) was the author of The 
Mayor of Castro Street, And the 
Band Played On, and Conduct Un¬ 
becoming. 

Winner, The Randy Shilts 
Award for Gay Nonfiction: David 
K. Johnson, The Lavender Scare: 
The Cold War Prosecution of Gays 
and Lesbians in the Federal Gov¬ 
ernment (University of Chicago 
Press) 

Finalists: David Carter, 

Stonewall: The Riots That Sparked 
the Gay Revolution (St. Martin’s); 
Graham Robb, Strangers: Homo¬ 
sexual Love in the Nineteenth Cen¬ 
tury (W.W. Norton) 

The Ferro-Grumley Awards for 
lesbian and gay fiction were estab¬ 
lished in 1988, to recognize, pro¬ 
mote excellence in, and give 
greater access to fiction-writing 
from lesbian and gay points of 
view. The awards honor the mem¬ 
ory of authors Robert Ferro (The 
Blue Star, Second Son ) and 
Michael Grumley ( Life Drawing ), 
who were life partners and died 
that year of AIDS, within weeks of 
each other. Two awards are given 
each year, each carrying an hono¬ 
rarium of $1,000. A new commit¬ 
tee of six judges (three women 
and three men) is formed each 
year. Judges are selected from 
throughout the US and Canada, 
from the arts, media, publishing, 
bookselling, and related fields. 

Winner, The Ferro-Grumley 
Award for Lesbian Fiction: Stacey 
D’Erasmo, A Seahorse Year 
(Houghton Mifflin) 

Finalists: Emma Donoghue, 
Life Mask (Harcourt); Heather 
Lewis, Notice (Serpent’s Tail) 

Winner, The Ferro-Grumley 
Award for Gay Fiction: Adam 
Berlin, Belmondo Stories (St. Mar¬ 
tin’s Press) 

Finalists: Colm Toibin, The 
Master (Scribner); Jim Tushinski, 
Van Allen’s Ecstasy (Southern Tier 
Editions/Harrington Park Press) 

The Robert Chesley Founda¬ 
tion, named for the late play¬ 
wright whose play Jerker was the 
first play about AIDS to be staged 



Michael Kearns. 


in the United States, presented its 
2005 awards for playwriting. This 
year’s co-winners are Michael 
Kearns (Lifetime Achievement 
Award) and Jorge Ignacio Cor- 
tinas (Emerging Playwright). Past 
Chesley recipients include Rebec¬ 
ca Ransom, Jane Shepard, Maria 
Irene Fornes, Christopher Shinn, 
Doric Wilson, Lisa Kron, Susan 
Miller, Robert Patrick, Victor 
Lodato, Chey Yu, Madeline Olnek, 
Jeff Weiss, Rev. Al Carmines, and 
H. M. Koutoukas. 

Michael Kearns has been jug¬ 
gling a mainstream film and tele¬ 
vision career with a prolific career 
in the theater for three decades. 
His theater pieces include Barri¬ 
ers, Blessings, and Who’s Afraid of 
Edward Albee?, and his work as a 
solo artist has been acclaimed in¬ 
ternationally. He is also a director, 
producer, acting teacher, and the 
author of five theater books, in¬ 
cluding T-Cells & Sympathy. 
Kearns co-wrote the screenplay 
and is featured in Nine Lives, a 
Dean Howell film. His newest solo 
work, Make Love Not War, will 
premiere on June 4 at the Gallery 
Theatre in Los Angeles. Mr. 
Kearns received his award from 
Caroline Kava. 

Jorge Ignacio Cortinas is an 
Artistic Associate at INTAR The¬ 
ater. His plays have been work- 
shopped at the Joseph Papp Pub¬ 
lic Theater, South Coast Reperto¬ 
ry, and the Arena. The South 
Florida Critics Circle gave his 
Sleepwalkers, produced by the 
Area Stage in 1999, a Carbonell 
Award for Best New Work. His lat¬ 
est play, Tight Embrace, will re¬ 
ceive its premiere at INTAR in 
2005, and he is currently under 
commission from the Mark Taper 
Forum. The award was presented 
by Jorge Cachiero. 

The Robert Chesley Founda¬ 
tion was founded in 1991 by play¬ 
wright Victor Bumbalo to honor 
the memory of Robert Chesley by 
recognizing the work of openly 
gay and lesbian playwrights. Each 
year, the foundation honors a 
playwright who has either con¬ 
tributed significantly to the 
growth of gay and lesbian images 
in theatre, or is at the start of a 
promising career. Robert Chesley 
was born in 1943, and was among 
the first playwrights to record the 
effects of AIDS on gay men and 
women. His plays include Night 
Sweat, The Dog Plays and Jerker. 
He died of complications from 
AIDS in 1990. T 
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Fun, local and gay 

Rhino reprises 'Medea: The Musical' 


CD f 


by Richard Dodds 

if ast year, a bill of Albee and 
U Pinter closed out the The¬ 
atre Rhino season. This 
year, it’s Euripides and Fisher. 

That’s John Fisher, who 11 
years ago decided to write his own 
show when his first choice was un¬ 
available. He staged it at UC 
Berkeley on a $200 budget, and 
then saw it grow into one the Bay 
Area’s biggest homegrown com¬ 
mercial hits. 

Now he’s returning to Medea: 
The Musical, this time at Theatre 
Rhino, where Fisher became artis¬ 
tic director a few years ago. “I 
wanted to end the season with a 
musical, something fun and local 
and gay,” he said, “So I thought, 
‘Why don’t I just put on my 
show?’ It’s fun for me and I think 
it’s fun for the audience.” 

Fisher has made some changes 
for the Rhino production, open¬ 
ing this week. “I always adapt it for 
the people who are in it, and none 
of these people have done it be¬ 
fore, so it’s kind of exciting.” And 
he’s cut for length. “The earlier 
version,” Fisher said, “was, like, so 
long.” 

But otherwise, this is the full 
show. “It’s sort of weird because 
I’ve never done it in a theater this 
small, so it seems absurdly large.” 

In addition to writing it and 
directing it, Fisher was in the orig¬ 
inal production — and he’s doing 
that again. After he couldn’t get 
right to the notorious flop musi¬ 
cal Carrie, he decided to write a 
show “about how I put on shows, 
like a peek behind the scenes.” But 
the musical, he added, 

“makes us look a lot 
crankier and a lot more 
interesting than I think 
we probably are.” 

In his theatrical ver¬ 
sion of himself, Fisher 
plays the “uber faggot” 
director staging a gay 
version of Medea. 

The mounting 
backstage crises are 
topped when the gay 
leading man finds himself falling 
in love with a woman who may 
have ulterior motives to encour¬ 
age this reversal of sexuality. 

Hidden behind the farce is a 
message that turns up in most of 
Fisher’s plays. “It’s this thing I’ve 
got about sexual fluidity,” he said. 
“We’re arrogant to go through life 
saying we are this or we are that.” 

Medea: The Musical has found 
life outside of SF, including runs 
in Seattle and Los Angeles, and it 
almost made it to New York. 

“These producers got excited 
about doing it in New York, but 
then I think they got cold feet be¬ 
cause they wanted me to do 
rewrites which basically meant 
taking me out of it,” Fisher said. 
“They wanted to gay it down, and 
I was actually kind of amenable 
because I was sort of greedy, but 
they never ended up doing it.” 

The show also got national 
exposure when it was staged as 
part of an HBO comedy festival 
in Aspen. “It was the weirdest ex¬ 
perience of my life,” Fisher said. 
“It was like all of Los Angeles was 
in Aspen for the weekend, and 
we were the poor faggots from 
San Francisco, and they’re all 
walking around in their ski gear. 
They didn’t know what to make 
of us.” 

Medea: The Musical will run at 
Rhino through June 19. Call 861- 
5079 or go to therhino.org. 



C - Of 


Audra McDonald, soprano 

Fri, May 27, 8 pm 
Zellerbach Hall $32, $46, $68 

“She packs more emotion into one word than most 
singers find in a lifetime.” — Newsweek 
The New York Times has compared her to a young 
Barbra Streisand and USA Today likened her to a 
young Judy Garland. Four-time Tony Award winner 
Audra McDonald delights audiences with her electrify¬ 
ing lyric soprano voice, charismatic stage presence, 
and dazzling range stretching from low and bluesy 
to richly operatic. She performs selections from her 
repertoire of musicals old and new, and original songs 
by up-and-coming composers. 


ORDER NOW FOR THE BEST SEATS 


Sarah Mitchell and Nathan Bayard play Medea and Jason at The Rhino. 



Sounds of summer 

New Conservatory Theatre 
Center has a trio of personality- 
driven productions for its 2005 In 
Concert series, starting off this 
week with a “noir musical” creat¬ 
ed by and starring local lounge su¬ 
perstar Spencer Day. 

In Someday, Love, 
Day will be performing 
with his ensemble The 
Crimson Club in the 
story of three lonely 
barflies looking at their 
last chances for love. 
Richard “Scrumbly” 
Koldewyn is the direc¬ 
tor. 

Bawdy 1950s 
nightclub person¬ 
ality (and lesbian) 
Frances Faye is the subject of 
Drunk with Love, opening in July. 
Terese Genecco stars in this trib¬ 
ute based on Faye’s live record¬ 
ings. 

Stage and screen actress Carole 
Cook arrives in August with Dress 
Up!, a solo show recounting her 
early life in Texas and subsequent 
career through stories and songs. 

For more info, call 861-8972 or 
go to nctcsf.org. 

Short scenes 

• Want to watch the Tony 
Awards with other theater fans? 
New Conservatory is presenting 
its second annual Ticket to the 
Tonys on June 5. A benefit to sup¬ 
port NCTC, the event includes a 
silent auction, live music, a wine 
bar, and munchies — and, of 
course, the Tony broadcast. Call 
861-4914. 

• Add Marga Gomez to the list 
of special summer attractions on 
local stages. The popular lesbian 
comedian will premiere *Los Big 
Names* at the Magic Theatre on 
July 13. The new solo show com¬ 
bines stories fronT her childhood 
with her eccentric showbiz par¬ 
ents as well as misadventures in 
her own career. Call 441-8822 or 
go to magictheatre.org. 

• Big names are also returning 
this summer to Teatro Zinzanni. 
Joan Baez is back for another run 
as La Contessa on June 9 - 24, 


while Sally Kellerman does anoth¬ 
er stint as Madame Zinzanni from 
July 27-Sept. 4. Call 438-2668 or 
go to zinzanni.org. T 


Order Online 
calperfs.berKeley.edu 


Cal I'l'i'fiii'iiiam i's 


Charge by Phone 
510.642.9988 

10 am-5:30 pm, Tue-Fri 
1 pm - 5 pm, Sat-Sun 

Season Sponsors: 


Ticket Office 
Zellerbach Hall 

UC Berkeley Campus 
10 am - 5:30 pm, Tue-Fri 
1pm - 5 pm, Sat-Sun 


I JTrmmsro COjrenirlr 


The legendary and trend-setting 
SWING OUT SISTER is back!! 


Catch them at their 
one and only area 
show playing all of 
their classics plus 
hits from their 
I brand new CD 
“Where Our Love 
Grows’’ 


Swing < 
Out 
Sister 



Saturday June 4th - 8PM Doors 


Qjr WWW.: 


shanachie.com 


Bimbo’s 365 Club 
1025 Columbus Avenue @ 
Chestnut Street 
San Francisco, CA 
ForTickets/Info: 

(415) 474-0365 
www.bimbos365club.com 


www.swingoutsistercom 
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Audiences go bananas for Howard Crabtree's Whoop-Dee-Doo! 


Making whoopee 

1 Whoop-Dee-DooV at New Conservatory 


by Richard Dodds 


H oward Crabtree’s Whoop- 
Dee-Doo! was a warm-up to 
his irresistible posthumous¬ 
ly produced hit When Pigs Fly, and 
New York audiences were able to 
enjoy the progression of his and 
his collaborators’ talents. New 
Conservatory Theatre Center has 
reversed the order of production, 
having presented a successful ver¬ 
sion of When Pigs Fly last year, 
and now offering Whoop-Dee- 
Doo! as the final show of its cur¬ 
rent season. For those who saw 
When Pigs Fly, Whoop-Dee-Doo! 
may feel like lesser of the same. 

But even at its least inspired, 
Whoop-Dee-Doo! possesses an 
amiability that helps connect the 
occasional moments of comic ge¬ 
nius. As with its successor show, 
Whoop-Dee-Doo! centers on a 
character named Howard trying to 
put on an extravagantly costumed 
show on a shoestring budget. In¬ 
terruptions and calamities threat¬ 


en the show-within-the-show until 
Howard saves the day by turning 
trash into costumes for the finale. 

The songs and sketches are 
credited to 11 contributors, and 
the rangy material is united most¬ 
ly by a sensibility that really de¬ 
serves the overused designation of 
“camp.” In one of the best scenes, 
a show queen’s trunk falls from an 
airplane onto an isolated tropical 
island. Before long, the natives are 
interspersing their ugga-bugga’s 
with snatches of Jerry Herman 
and Stephen Sondheim while 
sounding a lot like Carol Chan- 
ning. But in the end, the creators 
can’t sustain their inspiration. 

Patrick Michael Dukeman 
makes a welcome return from 
When Pigs Fly as the gentle 
dreamer Howard, and Trauma 
Flintstone, who can somehow 
turn his mouth into a parallelo¬ 
gram, is also back with shtick both 
worn and welcome. 

Tom Orr, best remembered for 
Dirty Little Showtunes, is back 
from a local theatrical hiatus as a 


hard-working member of the en¬ 
semble who best gets to show off 
as a weakling-turned-buff go-go 
boy. John Cavellini, Dann Howard, 
and Justin Weatherby complete 
the cast in agreeable fashion. 

Director Ed Decker and chore¬ 
ographer Stephanie Temple have 
staged the revue with a swift, light 
touch befitting the frothy materi¬ 
al, and musical director Kelly 
Crandell has elicited a polished 
sound from the piano and the 
cast. Costumer Carola Anderson 
and her crew have obviously done 
yeomen’s work, but the costumes 
don’t have the impact as did the 
outlandish outfits built and bor¬ 
rowed for When Pigs Fly. 

Whoop-Dee-Doo! may have 
come first, but it still feels like a 
case of sequelitis. T 


Whoop-Dee-Doo! will run 
through July 10 at New 
Conservatory Theatre Center. 
Tickets are $26 - $32. Call 861- 
8972 or go to nctcsf.org. 


LaBelle of the Balt 

Just Added: Patti LaBelle plays the Black+White Ball* 



San Francisco Symphony’s 

ILJICHIITEBALL 


Presented by /T\ 

Sat June 11/8 pm/Civic Center 

Ticket prices $160-8220 

Groups of 10 or more save up 

Mercedes-Benz 

Bay Area Dealers 

Visitbwball.org Call 415-864-6000 

to 30%. Offer ends on June 3. 

To order group tickets, please 
call 415-503-5311. 


Anyone care to dance? Patti LaBelle, Train, Violent Femmes, Village 
People, Minnie Driver, San Francisco Symphony, Charlie Hunter Trio, 
Natasha Miller, Red Meat, Chrome Johnson, The Motet, Zoo Station, 
Steve Lucky & The Rhumba Bums, Stymie & The Pimp Jones Luv Orchestra, 
Los Mocosos, The Johnny Nocturne Band, Chain-Garden, Orquesta BaKan, 
Marianne Kent and Bay Society, Realistic Orchestra, Amazing Embarrassonic, 
Contemporary Jazz Orchestra Trio, and much, much more! 


*macys 5L fgf at&t 

Sirfiss Media 

Sponsor American Airlines' Sponsors 


fr%N&sco 


Artists are subject to change. 

Mot proceeds from the Black & White Bair 
support the San Francisco Symphony's 
acclaimed music education programs 
serving 75,000 school children each yea. 


So 70s 

by Gregg Shapiro 


T he ’70s were already off to a 
rolling start when the 
Rolling Stones released their 
legendary Sticky Fingers album in 
1971. The rocking, sax-fortified 
“Brown Sugar,” the striking ballad 
“Wild Horses,” and the down-and- 
dirty “Bitch,” all originally found 
on Sticky Fingers, also made the 
cut for Made in the Shade (Virgin), 
the ’75 mid-decade hits compila¬ 
tion recently reissued in a faithful 
CD version. 

Picking up where Made in the 
Shade left off, the equally true-to- 
form reissue of ’81’s Sucking in the 
Seventies (Virgin) backtracks a bit 
with the inclusion of “Time Waits 
For No One,” then focuses on 
songs from ’76’s Black and Blue 
forward. It’s unclear, however, why 
“Shattered” and “Beast of Burden,” 
two songs from ’78’s seminal Some 
Girls album are found on this col¬ 
lection, to the exclusion of that 
record’s biggest hit, “Miss You.” 
Still, it’s worth having these songs 
together in one place for a sound¬ 
track to a trek down memory lane. 

It seems somehow incredible in 
retrospect that at the same time 
the Stones were a dominant force 
on the radio and the charts in the 
early ’70s, so was The Partridge 
Family. Like The Monkees before 
them, The Partridge Family had 
their own television series (some¬ 
thing the Stones can’t claim), and 
produced an actual string of hit 
singles. In other words, this is a 
band that had a theme song. 

Come On Get Flappy: The Very 
Best of The Partridge Family 
(Arista) is the third PF hits collec¬ 
tion, and it remains faithful to the 
“family” concept (’89’s Greatest 
Hits slipped in David Cassidy’s 
solo hit “Cherish” under the radar) 
by including “I Think I Love You,” 
“I Woke Up In Love This Morn¬ 
ing,” “Doesn’t Somebody Want To 
Be Wanted,” “Echo Valley 2-6809” 
(written by Rupert Holmes!), “I 
Can Feel Your Heartbeat,” “I’ll 
Meet You Halfway,” the Beach 
Boys-esque “Let The Good Times 
In” and the Fifth Dimension-like 
“Together (Havin’ a Ball).” 

next page ► 
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dan in all their endearir 


th musical 

Also Starring DAVID ALAN GRIER 


Written & Directed by John Fisher ♦ Mike Zimmerman, Honorary Producer 
“ADelight! Pure FunT "Exuberantly Funny!" 

— Variety - *»v *«« Theatre critics’ circle _ Francisco Chronicle 

FOUR WEEKS ONLY! MAY 26-JUNE 19 

THEATRE RHINOCEROS 

2926 16^ St. at B.A.R.T./Mission • San Francisco 

Box Office. 415.861.5079 * www.ThcRhino.org 


Catfights a-plenty 

' Dynast / brings back the naughty ' 80 s 


by David Nahmod 


Dynasty: The Complete First Sea¬ 
son ( 1981 ) - Fox DVD 

T his over-the-top primetime 
soap is fondly remembered 
for its costumes and its cat- 
fights. Its success was a product of 
its time, the ’80s. Out-of-control 
conspicuous consumption was 
the order of the day, on a level that 
made San Francisco’s dot-com 
boom of the ’90s seem tame in 
comparison. 

Joan Collins’ portrayal of uber- 
bitch Alexis Carrington Colby, the 
mother and wife from Hell, cata¬ 
pulted Dynasty into the stratos¬ 
phere of pop-culture entertain¬ 
ment. Her grand entrances, 
scheming, and bitch-fights with 
the ever-suffering Krystle were 
unlike anything seen on screen 
since the glory days of Bette Davis 
and Joan Crawford. Far removed 
from the real world, Dynasty-was a 
campy delight, a guilty pleasure. 
Naturally, gay audiences tuned in 
by the millions. Dynasty nights 
were all the rage at gay bars. 

Alexis didn’t appear until sea¬ 
son two, and few people remember 
that in its initial season, Dynasty 
was a fairly straightforward drama 
about the super-rich. During its 
first season, it was such a low-rated 
show, it was in danger of cancella¬ 
tion. Now Dynasty has joined the 
parade of popular shows released 
on DVD season by season. 

I admit to having caught Dy¬ 
nasty Fever in those bygone days. 

I still tune into SoapNet’s reruns 
of the series to see Alexis and 
Krystle throw each other into the 
pool, pull each other’s hair out by 
the roots, or fling mud on each 
other’s elegant gowns. But until 
the first season discs arrived, I had 
never seen the earlier episodes. So 
how does this first season hold up 
for those of us who recall Dy¬ 
nasty- mania with such campy 
fondness? 

It was a deadly serious show in 
its 16-episode freshman year, 
which included a three-hour pilot 
film. A totally different show from 
what followed, it’s a surprisingly 
compelling and believable family 
drama. 

Oil money 

The story opens as super-rich 
oil tycoon Blake Carrington (John 


So 70s 

A previous page 

Manilow’s the man 

Inflated ego aside, in ’75, when 
Barry Manilow sang, “I write the 
songs that make the whole world 
sing,” he wasn’t far off the mark. 
After all, Manilow is the man be¬ 
hind commercial jingles for Mc¬ 
Donald’s, Band Aid, State Farm, 
and others, and even if you never 
sang along with “Mandy” or “Co- 
pacabana,” you probably know 
them. But back to Manilow’s ego: 
how could he have dared to write 
lyrics for the American Bandstand 
theme (“Bandstand Boogie”) or 
try to introduce pop music listen¬ 
ers to classical music (the Chopin- 
influenced “Could It Be Magic”)? 
All of these songs can be found on 
The Essential Barry Manilow 
(Arista/Legacy), a thorough dou¬ 
ble-disc collection that makes 
2002’s Ultimate collection obso¬ 
lete. Manilow’s gay following was 


Forsythe) prepares to wed his 
beautiful secretary, Krystle (Linda 
Evans). You need a scorecard to 
keep track of the many plotlines 
and complicated relationships. 
Krystle is still in love with her ex- 
boyfriend Matthew (Bo Hopkins), 
who works for her new husband. 
Matthew is dealing with Claudia 
(Pamela Bellwood), his mentally 
ill wife. 

Blake is a man of questionable 
business ethics. In a still topical 
subplot, he may have sold out his 
country’s security in order to do 
business with some Arab oil 
sheiks. He may also have sabo¬ 
taged the oil fields of a competi¬ 
tor. 

Blake’s children are a handful. 
His daughter Fallon (Pamela Sue 
Martin) is a spoiled bitch who’s 
sleeping with the handsome 
chauffer (Wayne Northrop). His 
son Steven (Al Corley) is gay. 

The character of Steven Car¬ 
rington received a lot of press 
when the series premiered in 
1981. While gays were becoming a 
staple of sitcoms, usually as the 
butt of homophobic jokes, Dy¬ 
nasty was the first primetime se¬ 
ries with the courage to present a 
handsome, likable gay man as a 
continuing character. Steven was 
no gay eunuch — he had lovers! 
While his lover Ted appears in two 
episodes, and while it’s clear the 
two are going to spend the night 
together, we never see them touch. 
Today’s viewers might see this as a 
step backward. But 24 years ago, 
Steven and Ted were a major step 
forward. 

One very powerful scene from 
the pilot episode stands out. 
Macho, homophobic Blake con¬ 
fronts his son about his sexuality. 
This scene will hit home for many 


a given considering he rose to 
prominence as Bette Midler’s 
piano player/arranger when she 
performed at the Continental 
Baths early in her career. 

Gang of Four redux 

With the popularity of new 
wave revival acts like Franz Ferdi¬ 
nand, now is a good time to look 
at one of the most influential of 
the original new wave bands, 
Gang of Four. Released in ’79, 
their full-length major label 
debut, Entertainment! (Warner 
Bros./Rhino), effectively displayed 
the band’s herky-jerky, near-me¬ 
chanical post-punk sound. The 
expanded reissue, which features 
eight bonus tracks including a 
cover of The Velvet Under¬ 
ground’s “Sweet Jane,” contains 
Gang of Four trademark tunes “At 
Home He’s a Tourist,” “Damaged 
Goods,” “I Found That Essence 
Rare,” and “Anthrax,” most of 
which have a persistent dance beat 
hard not to obey. ▼ 
j 

J 


THRU JUNE I? GOLDEN GATE THEATRE 

bestofbroadway-sf.com = unninilnUi™. 


Premium Packages: 
415-512-7770 800-622-1021 


Groups: 

415-551-2020 


bill MORAUS and JAIMI (AMU in THE MAMBO KINGS starring DAVID A1AN GRIER Based on the Novel by OSCAR HI1UE10S and the WARNER BROS Notion Picture 
Book by OSCAR HIJUELOS A ARNE GIIMCHER Music by CARIOS fRARifTTI lyric; S Direction by ARNE GlIMCHER 


gay viewers. Both actors are su¬ 
perbly in the moment for this dif¬ 
ficult scene, and there’s not a false 
note. 

Steven embarks on an ill-ad¬ 
vised affair with the still unstable 
(and still married) Claudia. This 
sad attempt to please Dad is obvi¬ 
ously doomed to failure, and both 
Steven and Blake must deal with 
Steven’s love for Ted. Can they? As 
this is a soap opera, I can only ad¬ 
vise readers to tune in tomorrow. 

Dynasty Season One stands 
out as a compelling drama in its 
own right. It makes one wonder 
how the stories might have pro¬ 
gressed had the show remained 
serious. Al Corley played Steven 
for the first two seasons, later re¬ 
placed by Jack Coleman. Corley is 
an attractive pretty-boy whose sad 
facial expressions gave the charac¬ 
ter a depth and sensitivity that the 
more hunky Coleman could not. 

Some of the show’s campiness 
is in evidence even this early on. 
When Blake takes Krystle to San 
Francisco’s Chinatown for dinner 
on his private jet, we see a shot of 
the Bay Bridge and Coit Tower. We 
then see the happy duo walking 
down the street in what is all too 
obviously an indoor studio set. 
Locals familiar with Chinatown’s 
bustling Grant Ave. will no doubt 
snicker. 

Fox DVD presents Dynasty: 
The Complete First Season on four 
discs. All 16 episodes, plus the 
three-hour pilot, are presented 
uncut. Series creator/writer Esther 
Shapiro and Al Corley provide 
commentaries for select episodes. 
The documentary Family, Furs 
and Fun: Creating Dynasty fea¬ 
tures interviews with Shapiro, her 
husband and co-creator Richard, 
Corley and Pamela Sue Martin. ▼ 


Thursday, June 2-7:30 PM 
Written by gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered people and those who 
care about item, 50 Ways 10 Support Lesbian and Gay Equality 
is a compendium of informative, joyful, and poignant essays 
by well-known experts, activists, and leaders, each promoting 
understanding while suggesting simple actions. Books Inc. kicks off 
Pride Month with editor Meredith Mam and contributors 
Joel Ginsberg Johnny Symons and Diva Dan, 

Wednesday, June 8 - 7:30 PM 
In his breakthrough memoir Nasty, Simon Doom revisits his formative years 
I and the defiantly eccentric, loveably odd family he Calls his own. 

I The essays chronicle die misadventures of die Doonan 
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Scott Heim explains it all for you 

'Mysterious Skin' author tells his story 


by David Lamble 





BOOTS. 


n a warm spring day a 
H If decade ago, Scott Heim 
Up waltzed in to my Market 
Street apartment eager to talk 
about his novel Mysterious Skin, 
with its lyrical descriptions of sav¬ 
age love on the edge of Kansas 
wheatfields. A Little League coach 
lures his eight-year-old charges into 
a suburban ranch house, chock-full 
of videogames, sugary breakfast 
food and tawdry snapshots. 

Coming on the heels of the 
McMartin pre-school case, with 
its lurid charges of unspeakable 
crimes against children supported 
by the witchcraft psychology of 
“repressed memory,” Mysterious 
Skin reveals its secrets slowly, be¬ 
ginning with one of the most 
heartbreakingly poignant para¬ 
graphs in queer fiction. 

“The summer I was eight years 
old, five hours disappeared from 
my life... Whatever happened dur¬ 
ing that empty expanse of time re¬ 
mains a blur.” 

In two conversations (April 
’95; May ’97), Heim cast himself 
as the bard of a fast-living group 
of boys whose knowledge that 
they’re still in Kansas doesn’t pre¬ 
vent them from pursuing mad ob¬ 
sessions. Heim’s Kansas boys are 
lost in this rural place with its de¬ 
ceptively serene landscape. The in¬ 
terviews cast light on why it took 



yk&Wies 

The hideaway you ’re looking for 

Dinner & Weekend Brunch 4123 24 th St. at Castro 
285-5598 call for hours 




Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Jeffrey Licon and Michelle Trachtenberg bring Scott Heim's Mysterious Skin to life. 


10 years for Mysterious Skin to 
make its sensational transition to 
the big screen, in a taut, econom¬ 
ical but splendidly faithful adap¬ 
tation by Gregg Araki. 

David Lamble: When did the idea 
for Mysterious Skin come to you? 

Scott Heim: The book began as 
a short story about a boy who was 
molested as a child and comes to 
believe a UFO abducted him. That 
just kept on growing, and gaining 
characters, and sooner or later the 
book became more about two 
protagonists. 

I found that when writing 
about the progression of memory, 
from the point of view of 
teenagers, it worked well to bring 
in the other characters and have 
their points of view, to give a more 
well-rounded view. 

You write in an informed way 
about sports, particularly base¬ 
ball. 

Right! People tend to ask, is this 
book autobiographical, and that’s 
one thing that I’m not really 
ashamed to say. That’s the one sport 
as a child that I was really good at. 
Also, for a long time I worked as a 
scorekeeper and announcer at the 
softball complex, which one of the 
characters does also. 

The book does start with a sex¬ 
ual molestation from the Little 
League coach. Then, when they’re 
older and they talk about details 
of the baseball field, and aspects of 
the game, I think it makes the 
reader keep thinking back to that 


initial scene. 

The subject of molestation is very 
hot right now, politically. When 
you thought about dealing with it 
in fiction, did you think about any 
of the political ramifications? 

It wasn’t until I was close to 
being finished with the book that 
I started thinking, if this book is 
published, is it going to anger peo¬ 
ple? I’m really interested in show¬ 
ing how the people involved are 
more than just stock characters, 
because when people think of 
things like child abuse and mo¬ 
lestation, they tend to see the peo¬ 
ple involved in terms of the villain 
or the demon, the prey or the vic¬ 
tim, and I wanted to show the 
predator as more human, and to 
show the prey as feeling more 
than just victimized. 

Brian Lackey, the young man who 
ultimately turns out to have been 
molested, is not really a sexual 
being. Of all the male characters, 
he's the only one who clearly isn't 
gay, though we're not sure by the 
end of the book what he will be¬ 
come. 

I very much wanted to play 
down his sexuality in the book, 
since he’s counteracted with Neil, 
who’s the most explosive sexual 
being you can imagine for his age. 

Brian might be have had his life 
spoiled by the encounter with 
Coach, while Neil clearly has been 
stimulated by it, becoming a hus¬ 
tler. Some people might say his 


life was ruined, but in many ways 
he was projected on a faster path 
to something he might already 
have been headed to. And he 
claims quite frankly to have loved 
the coach at one point. 

Neil sort of sees the seduction 
coming a mile away, and he kind 
of runs with that. It’s almost the 
first time in his life where some¬ 
one has shown him love. 
Throughout his life, he’s always 
comparing his relationships with 
this relationship he had with his 
Little League coach. 

I think society tends to squash 
any kind of homosexual feelings 
that a boy would ever have. And I 
think it’s fascinating to portray a 
child as sexually aware. I think 
people tend to underestimate 
childhood sexuality. 

There's not all that much sex in 
your book, but what there is has a 
violent tinge to it, or is very physi¬ 
cal, very hands-on. The coach re¬ 
ally is not so much rough with 
Neil, but he really gets to the 
point. Neil develops a taste for 
rough sex with his johns. But in 
each case, when you depict sex, 
you depict it very physically and 
in a full-bodied way. There's no 
doubt about what's happening. 

Good. I’m very bored by read¬ 
ing vanilla sex in books, and I guess 
that’s the reason why my book is 
like that. I wanted to show the 
more ferocious side of sex, to kind 
of mirror the psychological feroci¬ 
ty of what happens to the children 
at the beginning of the book. T 


Mysterious Skin 

M Arts cover 

almost as if he’s here in the room 
with us.” The recovery of lost 
memory, the justice for their loss of 
innocence, and the redemption for 
their futures has to come from 
Brian and Neil themselves. 

Joseph Gordon-Levitt as the 
older Neil, and Brady Corbet (as 
in sorbet) as Brian, give heart¬ 
breakingly truthful performances. 
Gordon-Levitt, 22 at the time of 
filming, is a pistol of an adolescent 
who ages in a peculiar way before 
our eyes, much as David Bowie’s 
lonely space alien did in The Man 
Who Fell To Earth. Corbet, who at 
filming was a 14-year-old actor 
playing an emotionally stunted 


18-year-old boy, gives Brian a vul¬ 
nerability that makes the whole 
world want to give him hug. 

Gordon-Levitt hits a home run 
with a flat Midwestern accent em¬ 
bellished by the trick of swallow¬ 
ing his words. Like a young Paul 
Newman, Gordon-Levitt’s Neil 
walks with a hard-dick swagger, 
boasting to his friends Wendy and 
Eric at one point that “I have 
fucked every single one in this 
park except white Camaro.” 

The darkness of the material is 
punctured by a delicious satire on 
the work ethic of rent boys, as one 
of Neil’s more demanding clients 
reminds him: “Well, come on, 
stud, we’re on the clock, here!” 

As the aging salesman slobbers 
over him, Neil lets his mind drift 
back to the apogee of his child¬ 


hood joy—the moment Coach 
showered them both with the 
sticky sweet cereal that was their 
foreplay. Araki frames the shot 
with Neil’s face upside-down to 
the camera, the salesman’s eager 
hands caressing his face until the 
boy guides those stubby fat fingers 
into his mouth. Araki subverts, to 
great dramatic and thematic pur¬ 
pose, the classic porn device of the 
camera observing the effect of the 
act rather than the act itself. 

After sex, Neil counts his 
money (a ten and two twenties) 
and the salesman invokes the 
American ritual of disinfecting 
the scene of the crime, with 
mouthwash and the great balm of 
denial: “I know what you’re think¬ 
ing—that wasn’t safe, but we’re in 
next page ► 
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Mysterious Skin 
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.Kansas, thank god, not some big 
city full of diseases, plus you’re 
only a kid.” 

Later Neil will confess his sin, 
his night of guilty pleasure, to his 
friend Wendy. Her warnings that 
he’s getting in over his head are 
dismissed with a sly grin and an 
“Okay, mom.” 

Araki gets compelling perfor¬ 
mances from Chase Ellison and 
George Webster as the 8-year-old 
Neil and Brian. Ellison even has 
an embryonic trace of the older 
Neil’s cool, beyond-his-years 
swagger, while young Webster’s 
glassy eyed, Bambi-violated inno¬ 
cence prepares us for Corbet’s 
painful recovery of those trau¬ 
matic missing five hours. 

Araki points out the vital sup¬ 
porting work of Elisabeth Shue as 
Neil’s lonely mom with her many 
boyfriends. Gordon-Levitt and 
Shue are splendid, in a short 
amount of screen time, in estab¬ 
lishing the very physical affection 
that Neil and his mom share, not 
alluding so much to incest as to 
the very real dilemma of sons step¬ 
ping up to be second husbands to 
abandoned but still vital moms. 

Back in the public eye 

Gregg Araki is amused when I 
remind him how long he’s been 
out of the queer film spotlight. 
Causally attired and looking a 
good decade younger than his ac¬ 
tual early 40’s, the director says he 
is neither recovering from a 12- 
step program nor returning from 
the purgatory of some weird ex¬ 
gay status—but is simply a very 
private person who only steps out 
when he has a film to plug. 

Mysterious Skins themes of 
battered boys who fit no main¬ 
stream gay niche reflects Araki’s 
early ’90s passionate low-budget 
body of youth-at-risk cinema 
(The Living End, The Doomed 
Generation ). Araki says he’s had 
his eye on Scott Heim’s explosive 
first novel since its 1995 publica¬ 
tion, and that his movie owes its 
success in large measure to the 
haunting, dark but compelling 
truth of Heim’s vision of small 
town boys in peril: “The adapta¬ 
tion is extremely faithful; I would 
literally have the book with me 
and just lift whole passages, all the 
characters, all the scenes, the 


Elisabeth Shue (right) with Joseph Gordon-Levitt and Jeffery Licon . 


structure, everything.” 

Araki says the film’s portrayal 
of a world of fatherless boys 
comes directly from Heim’s own 
childhood: “Scott’s parents di¬ 
vorced when he was very young. I 
think that Scott lived in a kind of 
fatherless world, and that was a 
very important theme to him. The 
coach sort of feeds on that.” 

Shielding the children 

Araki notes the dilemma of 
employing child actors who are 
literally too young to see the fin¬ 
ished film. His detailed reply is a 
convincing rebuttal to right wing 
Christian critics who have begun 
to suggest that the shooting of 
Mysterious Skin was some kind of 
exercise in child pornography: “It 
was very important to producer 
Mary Jane Skalski and I that we 
not traumatize two children while 
making a film about childhood 
trauma. Chase and George only 
read their scenes and we shot 
those scenes so that they didn’t re¬ 
ally know what was happening. 
Astute film students will be able to 
deconstruct the scenes and see 
how I shot in a way that the kids 
would not know what was going 
on.” 

While the kids were kept in the 
dark, says Araki, “obviously, their 
parents had read the whole script 
and we had many long conversa¬ 
tions, and they were there to make 
sure their kids were okay. The kids 
actually had a really good time 
making the movie.” 

Central to one’s experience of 
the film is the incredible perfor¬ 
mance of Joseph Gordon-Levitt as 
the obsessed small town hustler 
who finds, even in his part-time 


job as PA announcer at the town’s 
softball complex, a way to interject 
hard-core sexuality into his every 
waking moment. Araki is effusive 
in his praise for the lanky, not-an- 
ounce-of-body-fat former TV 
actor (NBC’s 3rd Rock From the 
Sun ) who devoted himself to 
every nuance of Neil McCormick, 
down to traveling to Kansas to 
record the local dialect. 

“Joe is such a great actor, he 
did so much research for the part. 
Our joke on the set was, ‘Oh, it’s 
Neil McCormick” — he literally 
became that character. Neil Mc¬ 
Cormick is a very tricky character 
in the sense that he’s kind of a lit¬ 
tle bit of an asshole, so the charac¬ 
ter could have easily come off as 
this kind of arrogant dick, but in¬ 
stead there’s a kind of vulnerabil¬ 
ity to Joe.” 


Vibrant colors 

Brady Corbet, who plays the 
older Brian, got some attention as 
the younger brother to Evan 
Rachel Wood’s out-of-control girl 
striving for popularity in Cather¬ 
ine Hardwicke’s Thirteen, and 
ironically just as he does in Skin, 
Corbet was called upon in Thir¬ 
teen to tell off an absent dad. Araki 
says Corbet helped make the im¬ 
portant yin-and-yang contrast be¬ 
tween the immature introvert 
Brian and the sexy hustler Neil, 
whose contrasting journeys give 
the film its emotional wallop. 

“Brady was only 14 when he 
made this film, playing 18,” says 
Araki. “He’s one of those sort of 
amazing genius prodigy kids; he’s 
a huge fan of international cine¬ 
ma, he loves Claire Denis films. 
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The boy who started a war 


Harlan Greene on The German Officer's Bo/ 


by Jameson Currier 

The German Officer's Boy by Har¬ 
lan Greene; The University of 
Wisconsin Press/Terrace Books, 
$26.95 

O n November 7, 1938, Her- 
schel Grynszpan, a young 
Jewish man living illegally in 
Paris, walked into the German em¬ 
bassy and shot Ernst vom Rath, a 
German diplomat. The assassina¬ 
tion triggered Kristallnacht, the or¬ 
ganized Nazi pogrom against the 
Jewish community inside the 
boundaries of Third Reich that was 
the symbolic beginning of the 
Holocaust. Many historians have 
speculated that the young Grynsz¬ 
pan had intended to shoot the am¬ 
bassador, Count Johannes Welczek, 
but according to author Harlan 
Greene in his new novel, The Ger¬ 
man Officer’s Boy (University of 
Wisconsin Press), the shooting was 
the accidental result of the 17-year- 
old Grynszpan’s affair with the 
older, 29-year-old German officer. 

Greene, whose prior works in¬ 
clude two historical novels about 
gay life in Charleston (Why We 
Never Danced the Charleston and 
What the Dead Remember ) and an 
admirable shelf of nonfiction 


books on Southern history, said 
that for years he had noted the 
speculation of Grynszpan’s ho¬ 
mosexuality in the footnotes of 
books on Kristallnacht. 

“Because my parents were 
Holocaust survivors, I was always 
reading about the Holocaust,” 
Greene says. “I first noticed the 
reference in the mid-1980s in a 
book by Frank Rector called The 
Nazi Extermination of Homosexu¬ 
als, and, to be frank, I didn’t be¬ 
lieve it. I thought someone was 
trying to write gay history into 
everything. Over time, it seemed 
something more credible to me.” 

Greene, now Project Archivist 
at Avery Institute in Charleston, 
decided to novelize the Grynszpan 
affair instead of pursuing a non¬ 
fiction route. In spare, concise 
prose, Greene details the young 
man’s family life, his journey 
through the underbelly of Paris as 
a “rent boy,” and the ill-fated ro¬ 
mance between “a boy with dark, 
brooding eyes and olive skin” and 
the older, secretive, “tidy blond” 
German. Greene has the affair 
begin in the summer of 1938 and 
continue until November, when 
Herschel, whose papers were not 
in order, was about to be deported 
from France. 

During the course of research¬ 



ing and writing the novel, Greene 
discovered many works which 
openly affirmed Herschel’s decla¬ 
ration that he was gay and that he 
and Ernst were in a relationship, 
but feels that many historians try 
to explain it away, as if labeling 
Herschel as gay insults him and 
makes him less of an “innocent” 
victim. “Those who believe Her¬ 
schel assume that any such rela¬ 
tionship between a Jew and a Ger¬ 
man had to be tawdry,” Greene ex¬ 
plains. “I began to write this story 
to restore Herschel to history as a 
gay man — and to give him the 
possibility of having had some 
happiness.” 

Grynszpan’s fate has become 
one of the unsolved mysteries of 
World War II and the Holocaust. 
The last time anyone saw Herschel 
in the Sachsenhausen Concentra¬ 
tion Camp was September 1942. A 
number of postwar sources have 
contended that Grynszpan sur¬ 
vived only to resume his Paris res¬ 
idence after the War and start a 
family. One of Grynszpan’s origi¬ 
nal lawyers reported that he had 
been beheaded by the Germans 
after his transfer into their hands 
in 1940. 

Greene, who began writing his 
novelization in the late ’80s, kept 
close to the historical facts sur¬ 
rounding Grynszpan’s imprison¬ 
ment, but fictionalized his family 
background and his angst over 
being separated from his family. 
“Herschel himself is pretty much 
as I found him,” Greene writes in 
the Afterword to his novel, “puz¬ 
zling, annoying, contradictory, 
adolescent, and tragic.” 

All of Grynszpan’s family sur¬ 


vived the war except for an uncle 
who was murdered in Auschwitz, 
and Grynszpan’s sister who died 
in Russia, where the family took 
refuge. The Grynszpan family 
later immigrated to Israel, where 
they played a part in the trial of 
Adolf Eichmann in Jerusalem. 
Herschel’s father and brother tes¬ 
tified that all their previous efforts 
to find him had failed. In the late 
’50s, the family petitioned the 
German government for a death 
date in order to give the family 
closure. Herschel Grynszpan was 
declared dead June 1,1960. 

Southern exposure 

Greene’s parents, Sam and Regi¬ 
na Greene, survived the Holocaust 
in Russian work camps during 
World War II. They were married 
in June 1939, shortly before war 
broke out. After the war, his parents 
moved to Charleston, where his 
mother had an aunt and a first 
cousin. Greene, born in 1953, was 
raised in Charleston, where he now 
lives with his partner, Jonathan Ray. 
Among the projects Greene has 
worked on locally has been to help 
collect and archive the experiences 
of Jews in South Carolina of the 
past 200 years, forming the basis of 
the Jewish archive at the College of 
Charleston. 

In 1989, Greene lived in 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina, 
where his companion at the time, 
Olin Jolley, was starting his resi¬ 
dency in psychiatry at the Univer¬ 
sity of North Carolina. In October 
of that year, Jolley was diagnosed 
with AIDS. 

“I started working on this 
novel right when Olin was diag- 



Harlan Greene. 


nosed with AIDS,” Greene says. 
“Ironically, it was on Yom Kippur 
of 1989 that he basically went into 
the hospital and almost died. He 
subsequently lived seven years. I 
think that’s one thing that 
launched me onto this novel — 
and I’m certainly not comparing 
my experiences with Olin being 
sick with Holocaust experiences 

— but what struck me in those 
first few months when Olin got 
sick and we weren’t telling his par¬ 
ents was that I was leading some¬ 
thing of a double-life, pretending 
everything was fine, but there was 
this devastating experience that I 
was going through. It struck me 
that this might be what someone 
felt who was passing at the time 

— a Jew pretending not to be Jew¬ 
ish pretending not to be going 
through a tragedy. Olin’s experi¬ 
ence made me read a lot more 
stuff into Holocaust works, and 
appreciate my parents’ experience 
much more.” ▼ 


Jameson Currier is a freelance 
journalist and author. His most 
recent book is Desire, Lust, 
Passion, Sex. 
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Gay fiction 

M Arts cover 

crossover as selling more copies, 
but it’s not always the case.” 

He cited the benefits of target¬ 
ing the gay market. “We get per¬ 
haps more sales because we have 
this niche that we can fit right 
into. But as writers,” he explained, 
“we don’t ever want to think 
there’s only one thing we can do. 
You want to reach out. I want to 
keep pushing myself as a writer to 
do new and different things. 

“The idea of a gay novel is per¬ 
haps an anachronism. I’m not 
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sure we can continue to use that 
term.” 

Trebor Healey wrote Through 
It Came Bright Colors. His answer 
to “What is a gay novel?” was that 
“the protagonist or 
main character is gay. 

It’s a gay novel, like a 
black novel. Are Toni 
Morrison’s novels black 
novels?” he asked. 

“Some people think so. 

It is helpful to have this 
market because I can 
present my work to a 
group of people who 
are willing to look at it. 

But I write exactly what 
I want to write.” 

Healey doesn’t view a 
gay novel as that differ¬ 
ent. “Whether gay, or 
between older people or 
younger people, the uni¬ 
versal truth of human 
connection of people is 
the same. I think there is 
sort of an evolution of 
what is a gay novel. As 
gay themes are more ac¬ 
cepted and gay people 
are more accepted, I 
think more novels cross 
over.” 

His challenge is, 

“How can I write a story 
and have the gay mater¬ 
ial I want to talk about, 
but make it appeal to 
other people as well? I 
think it’s just to write as 
well as possible.” 

Christopher Rice, son of nov¬ 
elist Anne Rice, has the most 
name recognition of the four. His 
works include The Snow Garden 
and Light Before Day. His answer 
about gay novels: “I think the re¬ 
quirement is that,the gay charac¬ 
ter^ homosexuality plays a pivotal 




Dan Boyle 



William Mann 


role in the progression of the nar¬ 
rative.” 

“I write crime fiction, or you 
could call it more of a gothic hor¬ 
ror story,” Rice said. “By the time I 
sat down to write these 
books, I thought that I 
had read a great deal of 
truth about the gay male 
experience in this coun¬ 
try, so I was intimidated 
out of writing exclusive¬ 
ly that. So I wanted to 
write mystery and crime 
stories with gay charac¬ 
ters. The issue of homo¬ 
sexuality was always 
sublimated by the mys¬ 
tery itself.” 

Dan Boyle is the au¬ 
thor of the bestseller 
Huddle. “I went on a 
book tour last February,” 
he said, “and every time 
we stopped in a place, 
they asked if our book 
was geared just to the 
gay market. Was it a gay 
novel?” Boyle said he 
waltzed around the 
question. 

“I wrote about seven 
gay football players. I 
was hoping I was going 
to break boundaries on 
the concept of masculin¬ 
ity, I guess. After about 
the third or fourth tour, 
I said, ‘This is a cover of 
my novel. It’s a gay 
novel.’” 

Boyle is working on 
another book, but is it a gay novel? 
“It’s really two main characters. 
One is a Cal Tech physicist who is 
trying to understand the meaning 
of life, and his mother is dying of 
dementia. I just happened to 
make the.physicist gay.” . 

next page ►' 
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He said it gave him some con¬ 
cern. “Is this going to hurt me as 
far as crossing over the market? 
But I know a lot more about being 
gay than about straight men,” he 
continued, “and I want 
to make the physicist gay. 

As I write it, more gay 
people get into the 
novel.” 

His final word on the 
subject: “It’s not really a 
gay novel; just two pro¬ 
tagonists, and one is gay. 

I really don’t want to 
pitch it as a gay novel.” 

Sex talk 

The authors also addressed the 
subject of explicit sex in their nov¬ 
els. The answers varied, as one 
might expect. 

Mann explained, “I like to push 
a lot of buttons, and that’s why 
there’s so much sex in The Men 
from the Boys. The sequel to that 
book, Where the Boys Are, you’d 
think there would be more sex. 
There isn’t.” 

He said he gets “tons of e-mails 
from readers saying, ‘Where’d all 
the sex go?’ I think they do like it, 


because it is an affirmation.” He 
cited Will & Grace, “where there’s 
no gay sex.” 

Mann thinks “there’s a hunger 
for it. People do want to read 
about sex. When it’s right, it’s 
right. I’m not going to just write a 
gratuitous sex scene.” 

Rice said he doesn’t write many 
sex scenes. “I don’t like 
writing sex scenes; they 
don’t interest me. I’m 
more interested in what 
the lead-up to the sex is 
about for the charac¬ 
ters,” he said. “I’m often 
writing about sex as 
manipulation, so the 
act itself is not where 
■my focus is.” 

Boyle laughed as he 
stated: “According to 
our publisher, we have to have a 
man’s naked torso on the cover of 
the book. They’ve done market 
studies and shown that the book 
sells better.” 

In Huddle, he said, “I do have a 
couple of sex scenes. I don’t think 
I’m going to have a sex scene in 
my next novel. But they’ll still 
have a half-naked torso.” 

He said, “What makes us gay is 
our sexuality, but there’s a lot 
more to it. I really don’t think it’s 
necessary to be in a gay novel.” ▼ 


Christopher Rice 


'The Graffiti Artist' is out on 

by David Lamble 


DVD 

tors that the title is not oxy- 
moronic. The film is a gritty 101 
in overcoming one’s aversion to 
tagger art. Nick’s graffiti is defiant, 
anarchic, but not vandal-like or il¬ 
literate. Gradually, as he opens his 
heart and his treasured scrapbook 
containing the instant-camera 
records of his pieces, we under¬ 
stand why they are indeed art, and 
why this very public art is really 
just for him, not a ticket to art- 
world whoredom. The conflict is 
the same that grips the protago¬ 
nist in Rodney Evans’ Brother to 
Brother, burned down to its 
essence, the way Nick’s spray 
clings to the raw metal of the 
trainyards. 

Expressively shot in tight close- 
ups by Sarah Levy and harmo¬ 
niously scored by Hip Hop DJ Kid 
Loco — whose lovely Middle 
Eastern riffs cascade through a 
basic ambient-flavored composi¬ 
tion — with a sound design by 
John Northcraft, The Graffiti Artist 
has a touch of the hypnotic quali¬ 
ty possessed by another album¬ 
like film, Richard Linklater’s as¬ 
tonishing Waking Life. Seeking to 
create a lovely little jewel of a 
DVD, Bolton and company pro¬ 
vide explanatory extras that break 
the mold of the usual voiceover 
commentary. It’s refreshing to see 
the director telling his story on 
screen, to see just how young he is. 
There’s also a smart gallery of lo¬ 
cation photography and a reveal¬ 
ing interview with co-star Ruben 
Bansie-Snellmean. Y 


T his almost dialogue-free 
probe into the world of a 
biracial, horny, teen spray- 
paint-artist is the second feature 
film from James Bolton, whose 
brave Eban and Charly, about the 
love of a 29-year-old soccer coach 
for a 15-year-old aspiring 
poet/musician, won hearts all 
across the queer-film circuit. 
Bolton sets The Graffiti Artist in 
Gus Van Sant country, the kid- 
populated urban jungles around 
the trainyards of Portland and 
Seattle. Nick (Dutch-born actor 
Ruben Bansie-Snellmean, from 
the cast of Van Sant’s Elephan t ) 
gives off the sexy panache and 
non-swaggering nonchalance of a 
young Derek Jeter. He’s fiercely in¬ 
dependent in his spray art, his liv¬ 
ing arrangements and his erotic 
attachments. When the curly- 
haired Jesse (the pouty-lipped 
Pepper Fajans) catches his fancy, 
all is well in tagger heaven until 
boredom, class attitude and urban 
bullshit spoil this boy’s story. 

Bolton, whose body of work 
began with a documentary on 
novelist Dennis Cooper and a 
short film about teenage hustlers 
surviving on the streets of LA 
(completed in his teens), has an 
instinctive feel for the social 
prison of adolescence. Some pris¬ 
oners like Nick are serving self- 
imposed sentences. He operates in 
a cash-free zone, shoplifting all his 
basic needs, from Washington 
State apples to indelible markers 
and aerosol paint with which he 
sprays his rebel tag, Rupture. 

When we first spy him, Nick 
behaves like a space alien, beaming 
in and out of the industrial scar of 
Portland on his board, eschewing 
all human contact, until he spies 
Jessie talking with some other ldds. 
The two don’t become a duo until 
Nick is busted by Portland train- 
yard dicks. Deprived of his board, 
he hops a train for Seattle. In a film 
that revels in its plotless abandon, 
the relationship of Nick and Jesse 
is as close as we get to a love story, 
or any kind of story. 


At first, Jesse is an angel, using 
his absent mom’s money to buy 
Nick a classy new board and veg¬ 
gie brunch. One of the first things 
that divides them is Nick’s insis¬ 
tence that all stuff should be free 
for the taking. Bolton uses the 
shoplifting theme not so much as 
an anti-authority wet dream, but 
to demonstrate the challenge that 
a really wild kid like Nick repre¬ 
sents to a middle-class guy like 
Jesse, whose rebellious instincts 
are pre-paid in plastic. 

But what will separate the boy 
from the boy is the big S. Sex, on 
their second night together, comes 
at Jesse’s bidding. He tops Nick in 
a scene that is as tender and sweet 
as any in Eban and Charly. We see 
what we need to see, but the real 
pleasure of the moment comes, as 
much of this film’s pleasures do, 
from the soundtrack. Nick’s 
breathing gradually increases in 
tempo as the two, for a brief, bliss¬ 
ful moment, become one. This sex 
is between guys who don’t have la¬ 
bels for what they do. It’s a mo¬ 
ment that rivals the great campfire 
scene in My Own Private Idaho. 
This time, the agendas and egos of 
movie stars don’t deprive us of the 
clinch. It’s also a deal-breaker, 
with Jesse freaking out over the in¬ 
timacy, and Nick left to his lonely 
pursuit of truth. 

Tag along 

This brings us back to the 
movie’s title, The Graffiti Artist. It’s 
to the credit of Bolton and the ac- 
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Do the hustle 


by Jim Piechota 


The Sluts by Dennis Cooper; Void 
Books; $50 

■P he Internet reviews are in, 
^ and Brad, a strung-out, skin- 
i ny, jittery Long Beach hus¬ 
tler advertising himself on an es¬ 
cort website, has all of his filthy 
fetishes exposed by a string of 
johns who either consider him to 
have a “delicious, baby-soft ass 
with a talented hole” for bare- 
backing, or they simply beat Brad 
to a pulp — just for fun. 

This is familiar territory for 
Cooper, whose wayward, dirty- 
faced juvenile delinquents have 
been traipsing through his fiction 
since 1989’s Closer, which proved 
just the first entry in fiis Georgy 
Myles Cycle. Readers familiar with 
the works of the edgy novelist will 
hardly be shocked by the premise 
for this latest kink-soaked odyssey, 
and may only find themselves 
mildly titillated. 

Derived entirely from disturb¬ 



ing web-review sites, e-mails, 
faxes, twisted online personals 
(“Dr. Jack Kevorkian type seeks 
cute, thin 18-24-year-old terminal 
patient type”) and chatrooms, the 
sad story of a downtrodden hus¬ 
tler who may or may not have 
been snuffed is the central theme. 
The introductory chapters’ slick, 
unsafe sex eventually blossoms 
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into more treacherous territory as 
the johns begin to reveal their sep¬ 
arate obsessions with the intricate 
torture and near-death persecu¬ 
tion of Brad and a few other rent 
boys. 

The material is graphic and 
unsettling, and absolutely not for 
the faint of heart: one of Brad’s 
customers performs an S/M geni¬ 
tal hazing ritual involving lighter 
fluid and a match, stun guns, and 
a metal bat; another writes that his 
“greatest fantasy is to have sex 
with a boy and murder him.” 

If this book were written as a 
prose-driven novel, its graphic 
language and grisly details would 
be more memorable, but given 
that the book is told from the per¬ 
spective of web-sawy hustlers 
and johns furiously punching out 
fantasies on their keyboards, its 
raw shock impact has the equiva¬ 
lent of a dull knife. The expanse 
of our perverted imaginations 
isn’t able to fly freely. E-mails and 
Web-postings, a repetitive and 
lethargic form on the page, will 
soon have readers craving for liv¬ 
ing, breathing, fleshed-out char¬ 
acters — except in the book’s hor¬ 
rific ending, where the gore goes 
into Technicolor overdrive, with a 
john who describes his castration 
fetish. 

Because Brooklyn-based Void 
Books issued a limited-print run 
of 550 copies, the extreme list- 
price might deter book-buyers, 
but this fall, Carroll & Graf Pub¬ 
lishers will re-release this naughty 
gem in paperback (at $15.95), 
when Cooper and his hustlers 
will, er, spread themselves open 
for a considerably wider release. 
www.void-books.com ▼ 


Pants on fire 


by Robert Julian 


Charlotte by Kathryn Shevel- 
ow; Henry Holt and Co., 

$27.50 

O nce upon a time, in 
Merry Olde England, 
there lived a woman 
named Charlotte Cibber 
Charke. She was an actress 
and writer, born into a Lon¬ 
don theatrical family with 
impeccable political connec¬ 
tions to the house of 
Hanover. She started her pro¬ 
fessional life as a member of 
her father’s Drury Lane the¬ 
atrical company. But Char¬ 
lotte’s promising career in the theater was adversely impacted by 
her irresistible desire to appear, on stage and off, in men’s clothing. 

Kathryn Shevelow’s biography Charlotte illuminates the life of 
this 18th-century actress in great detail, or at least in as much de¬ 
tail as can reasonably be expected of any author exhuming events 
and personalities that are now 300 years old. The first half of 
Shevelow’s book is prologue, establishing the context of London’s 
theatrical community in the early 1700s. It is only in the second 
half of the narrative that Charlotte’s ultimately tragic adult life un¬ 
folds. Shevelow provides meticulous research, 20 pages of foot¬ 
notes, and a seven-page bibliography. Shevelow is a professor who 
teaches theater history at the University of California in San Diego. 
And there, dear reader, lies the rub. 

Even for those of us with undergraduate degrees in theater, 
Charlotte is an almost impossible book to digest. Shevelow is not a 
bad writer, but an author in her position has an understandable 
need to protect her academic credentials. The result is a book valu¬ 
able for those who want to research the English theatrical tradition 
or theater history, but essentially useless to everyone else. Henry 
Holt and Company should be congratulated for giving this work a 
quality printing and good publicity, especially in light of the fact 
that there is zero audience for this work. By contemporary stan¬ 
dards, the idea of a cross-dressing, possibly lesbian actress is hard¬ 
ly shocking. And the life of an antiquarian one remains, at best, a 
footnote to history. T 



Sopranos for the ages 

Two great singing actresses on disc 


by Jason Victor Serinus 


aving heard mezzo-sopra- 
1 ijj no Anne Sophie von Otter 
1 1 live three times in the past 
year, most recently in April at the 
Met in Mozart’s final opera seria 
La Clemenza di Tito, my admira¬ 
tion for her versatility and artistry 
have continued to grow. Some 
have disparaged von Otter’s gor¬ 
geous CD collaboration with Elvis 
Costello, suggesting that pop 
singing (including her forthcom¬ 
ing recording of ABBA, and her 
coy Christmas encore of “Santa 
Baby”) provides an easy way out 
for a vocalist past her prime. But 
save for a tight high B-flat in her 
performance of Mozart’s “Parto, 
parto,” I have heard nothing to 
suggest that the just-turned 50- 
year-old singer is in decline. 

Von Otter’s latest solo record¬ 
ing Music for a While: Baroque 
Melodies (DG) finds her in splen- 
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did vocal and histrionic estate. 
Variously accompanied by Jory 
Vinikour’s authentic harpsichord 
8c chamber organ, Jakob Lind- 
berg’s theorbo, lute 8c Baroque 
guitar, and Anders Ericson’s theo¬ 
rbo, the program reminds us that 
her legacy of baroque recordings 
that began with Monteverdi and 
Bach in ’87 has also generated two 
awards for her Handel. 

Some singers approach Baroque 
music with politeness. Not von 
Otter. Guided by scholarly research 
into period practice, she launches 
into Benedetto Ferrari’s jovial 
“Amanti, io vi so dire” (“Lovers, I 
can tell you that it is much better to 
flee from a pretty woman”) with 
jocular passion, whooping it up like 
a female in hot pursuit. That she 
manages to maintain a coherent 
musical line while underscoring 
Ferrari’s multiple shenanigans is 
much to her credit. 

Von Otter quiets down as ap¬ 
propriate for many of the 10 songs 
by Purcell and Dowland that com¬ 
prise the bulk of the program. 
With her accompanists eschewing 


conventional string bass continuo 
to provide what the liner notes call 
“greater intimacy,” Purcell’s 
“Sweeter than Roses” and Dow- 
land’s pristinely accompanied “In 
darkness let me dwell” are lovely. 
But when she turns Barbara 
Strozzi’s “Udite, amanti” (“Hear, 
lovers, the cause, oh god, that 
brings me to tears”) into over-the- 
top melodrama, von Otter’s im¬ 
primatur as a singing actress 
comes to the fore. With the inclu¬ 
sion of some wonderful instru¬ 
mental solos, this is a great disc for 
baroque lovers. 

Rare Callas 

After listening to von Otter’s 
maids and sirs sighing and crying 
their baroque hearts out, it may 
not seem like such a far stretch to 
turn to the illuminating DVD 
Maria Callas: Living and Dying for 
Art and Love (TDK). The com¬ 
pelling 60-minute BBC produc¬ 
tion, directed by Steve Cole, inter¬ 
sperses excerpts from rare footage 
of La Divina and Tito Gobbi’s ’64 
Covent Garden Act II of Puccini’s 
Tosca (plus vocals and stills from 
other performances of the period) 
with commentary from such 
renowned singers as Grace Bum¬ 
bry, Placido Domingo, and Gobbi 
himself. Additional insights from 
conductor Antonio Pappano and 
director Franco Zeffirelli, make 
the DVD indispensable. 

Critical reaction to Zeffirelli’s 
recent feature-length movie Callas 
Forever provided ample evidence 
next page ► 
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Bertolucci finds his voice 

Criterion releases 'La com mare secca' 


by Matthew Kennedy 


talian director Bernardo 
Bertolucci has made a career 
1 of alienation. Consider the 
overheated shut-ins of Last Tango 
in Paris (1973) and The Dreamers 
(2004). Sex, mind games, and cin¬ 
ema became obsessions against 
the participation in everyday life. 
The Last Emperor (’87) and Little 
Buddha (’93) are epic odes to as¬ 
cribed political and spiritual oth¬ 
erness. His preoccupation with in¬ 
sider/outsider dynamics reached a 
moment of terrifying clarity in 
The Conformist (’71), as Do¬ 
minique Sanda seeks refuge from 
certain death in a car whose occu¬ 
pants refuse her admittance. 

With the Criterion DVD re¬ 
lease of Bertolucci’s 1962 debut 
film La commare secca (The Grim 
Reaper), the theme of alienation is 
demonstrated to be with him 
from the start. Nothing and 
noone connects in this film. A 
low-angle shot of a bridge is the 
opening image. We hear the rum¬ 
bling of a vehicle passing. Loose 
newspapers are set adrift by the 
displaced air. They float down¬ 
ward, then are carried by the wind 
through the tall grass on the banks 
of the Tiber. The camera pans to 
the right, settling on the corpse of 
a murdered woman. It’s an arrest¬ 
ing few moments, appearing like a 
trumpet flourish to announce the 
arrival of a great director. 

To further a sense of disassoci- 
ation, each suspect in the crime 
has an episode in the film. There’s 
a petty thief, a pimp, and soldier, a 
waiter, and a pair of callow boys 
out to score with their girlfriends. 
As they are rounded up and La 
commare secca moves through its 
93 minutes, it begins to suggest a 
number of genres, directors, and 
titles. Its eclecticism confirms that 



it could only be directed by a 
young man in search of his voice. 
It first begins to resemble 
Rashomon, Akira Kurosawa’s great 
1950 study of relativity in truth, 
though Bertolucci vows he did not 
see it prior. Both feature off-cam¬ 
era interrogators and use rain for 
symbolic value, but unlike 
Rashomon, the crime of La com¬ 
mare secca is solved. 

Italian blend 

The film remains a curious, in¬ 
triguing blend of Italian Neoreal¬ 
ism and Nouvelle Vague, from the 
bleached and derelict city streets to 
the discordant, jump-cutting visu¬ 
als. The blighted landscapes have 
the cold sterility and discomfort of 
Antonioni’s L’Awentura, an alle¬ 
gorical film made just two years 
prior. Bertolucci says his fluid cam¬ 
era, which at times is spectacularly 
effective, was a conscious break 
from the frontal setups of his men¬ 
tor Pier Paolo Pasolini, who wrote 
the story that inspired La commare 
secca. It was on Accattone (1961) 
that Bertolucci first worked as as¬ 
sistant director and saw Pasolini’s 
Marxist examination of cruelty in 
Roman slums at the hands of the 
Italian bourgeois. Primarily La 


commare secca feels like Bertolucci 
was making creative hay, finding 
his style, and exploring his cam¬ 
era’s potential. Amazing but true, 
he was just 21 in 1962. His only 
prior experience, apart from his 
Pasolini internship, was with two 
short home movies made when he 
was 16. When it came time to be in 
charge of La commare secca, he was 
bossing grips, cameramen, cos¬ 
tumers, actors, and production 
managers who were all older and 
more experienced. 

He humbled all skeptics. La 
commare secca has flashes of bril¬ 
liance and remains the worthy 
first effort of a director who went 
on to adoration and Oscars. As he 
did in future movies, he made un¬ 
canny musical choices, using an 
ongoing aural overlay of guitars 
and flutes. He sometimes ends the 
music with the abruptness of a 
film cut. Such disconnection re¬ 
flects on his dark view of human 
relations here and elsewhere, as he 
deprives his film of virtually any 
communion. The film’s attractive 
specimens reveal hearts of coal, 
and grotesque closeups are not 
uncommon. The murder victim 
was a prostitute, and she is always 
referred to as such, never “person” 
or “woman.” Even a slow dance 
looks like a zombie hop, flesh 
barely touching flesh, eyes unfo¬ 
cused, while the business of mov¬ 
ing to music has the dull routine 
of doing laundry. 

In a 2004 interview, featured as 
an extra on this DVD, Bertolucci 
said his 21-year-old self wanted to 
see if “it was possible to write po¬ 
etry with a movie camera.” With 
La commare secca, he nearly suc¬ 
ceeded. 

DVD extras include an exclu¬ 
sive new interview with director 
Bernardo Bertolucci and a new 
essay by film critic David Thomp¬ 
son.. criterionco.com ▼ 


Sopranos 

A previous page 

that one of the major artistic 
tragedies of the AIDS epidemic 
has been the loss of a generation 
of gay men who could have passed 
on the appreciation for opera that 
has up to now been a hallmark of 
our community. How many men 
who first learned about opera 
from older lovers have been de¬ 
nied that opportunity by the 
death of a generation? 

As many times as I’ve seen 
footage of Callas and Gobbi in 
Covent Garden’s fully staged Tosca 
Act II, I have never appreciated it 
more than in this context. To wit¬ 
ness Zeffirelli hoarsely describe 
how he coached Callas, then im¬ 
mediately see her amplifying his 
direction, illuminates her genius 
better than other Callas biogra¬ 
phies and documentaries com¬ 



bined. Not only do we learn from 
Zeffirelli and Gobbi what was 
staged and what was spontaneous, 
but Bumbry, Domingo, and Pap- 
pano (plus other artistic luminar¬ 
ies including Dame Judi Dench) 


offer an additional level of appre¬ 
ciation that deepens our ability to 
assess Callas’ achievement. 

Only 18 months before the 41- 
year-old soprano abandoned the 
operatic stage entirely due to vocal 
decline, she rallied for her Covent 
Garden Tosca performances. Yes, 
she emitted a wobble or two, but 
they are negligible in the context of 
her profound singing and acting. 

Callas could still produce a 
vulnerable, sweet tone when 
called for, all the more miraculous 
when contrasted with the well of 
personal suffering that lay at the 
core of her Tosca voice. Moving 
with extraordinary freedom, with 
gestures worthy of a ballerina’s 
and facial expressions second to 
none, Callas illuminates Floria 
Tosca’s tragedy like no other. 
Thanks to biographical commen¬ 
tary that sets the stage for her in¬ 
comparable performance, this 
DVD is a must. T 


Mysterious Skin 

◄ page 35 

Brady in real life is nothing like 
Brian at all. He would come on the 
set as Brain and when he reverted 
back to Brady, there was just a 
whole change in his demeanor.” 

Araki says that since the older 
Neil and Brian characters don’t 
share any scenes until the end of 
the film, Mysterious Skin was shot 
likejtwo parallel films that only 
comf together in a wrenching 


crescendo at the end: “Joe and 
Brady’s chemistry is what makes 
that scene work, the chemistry of 
two strangers who share this past. 
The fact that they were really not 
buddy-buddy all along comes 
through, and makes the ending of 
the film work.” 

Araki has sought to soften the 
onus of the material with a bright 
pallet of colors; it’s as if the whole 
film comes exploding out of the 
Coach’s small cereal boxes: Cocoa 
Krispies, Fropt.Lppp$,£orp Pops, 
all washed down by peach Nehi 


soda. Later in the film during Neil’s 
horrific mauling at the hands of 
the trick from hell, those vibrant 
colors will return, the petroleum 
yellow of baby shampoo mixing 
with the cherry red of his blood. 

Araki confesses his deep debt 
to the visually rich style of Skin’s 
author: “In the book, there are 
these bursts of imagery, the baby 
shampoo bottle and Neil’s face 
and this guy kind of towering over 
him. Scott writes in a very cine- 
maUtlapguageiThat. sjcene- ui tfre ^ 
book vrvid td'me.” ▼ ’ 1 1; ’ > * Tt 
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Out&About 



Dancing a true story of blind love and brutal murder. 


alendare 


by Mark Mardon 


Blinde Liebe 

S an Francisco is home to some of the most brilliant innova¬ 
tors in electronic music, not just in the form of nightclub 
beats, but in the realm of high art. Now one of our great local 
composers, Erling Wold, who has made a name for himself with 
the chamber operas A Little Girl Dreams of Taking a Veil , Queer, and 
Sub Pontio Pilato, is back with an ambitious music/dance produc¬ 
tion that takes creative electronics to a whole new level. 

Starting tonight, Thursday, May 26, at Dance Mission (24™ & 
Mission streets), Erling Wold’s Fabrications together with the Ger- 
man-American group Palindrom Intermedia Performance Group 
present the US premiere of Blinde Liebe — A True Story of 
Blind Love and Brutal Murder —A Multimedia Dance Opera in 
One Act. Blinde Liebe involves two dancers, two actors, two singers, 
seven instruments, interactive technology, and computer projec¬ 
tions. And it’s put together by a stellar group of artist/scientists 
types, with music by Erling Wold, libretto by Robert Wechsler, 
Diana Wildschut, Erling Wold, and Jim Cave, choreography by 
Robert Wechsler and Helena Zwiauer, and interactive systems by 
Frieder Weiss. The show is directed by Jim Cave. Performing the 
roles are Johannes Reichert, countertenor, and Mariko Wakito, so¬ 
prano, and dancers Helena Zwiauer, Robert Wechsler, Aimar P£rez 
Gali, and Diana Wildschut. 

The story they’re showcasing is bizarre and chilling. On August 
26, 1997, Jenny, then 18, and her friend Samuel were busily mur¬ 
dering Robert K. They referred to this murder as their child, as the 
first scene in a movie, a romantic drama where they played the roles 
of Bonnie and Clyde. The murder, motivated by robbery, was to fi¬ 
nance a trip to Spain where they would live off the land and leave 
behind their difficult past. However, within weeks of their arrival in 
Spain, they turned themselves in to the police, bringing the script 
to an abrupt end. 

The show’s interactive system, using bio-sensors 8c motion 
tracking technology, brings the audience closer to the experience. 
This has become Palindrome^ specialty. Originally a New York City 
dance company in the 1980s, Palindrome relocated to Nurnberg, 
Germany, where the group has focused on artworks — perfor¬ 
mances and installations — that use human movement to control 
sound, lighting and projected images. 

Robert Wechsler, artistic director of Palindrome, is a choreog¬ 
rapher, dancer and developer of interactive methods of performing 
with technology, the latter of which has come about through a 
long-running (since 1995) collaboration with the computer engi¬ 
neer Frieder Weifi. 

Palindrome’s Helena Zwiauer, dancer/choreographer, comes 
from a background in gymnastics and music (voice and flute). She 
studied under Merce Cunningham in New York City and has 
danced in the companies of Jean-Christophe Maillot, Frey Faust, 
Susan Quinn and Kathy Sharp. With Palindrome she has choreo¬ 
graphed over 15 works, including the award-winning “seine hohle 
Form”, and has danced with the ensemble in tours throughout Eu¬ 
rope, England, and South America. 

Erling Wold’s work has been performed and produced through¬ 
out the US and Europe. ▼ 


Tickets are $17. Shows on Thu. May 26 @ 7:30pm; Sat. May 
28 @ 3:30pm; & Sun. May 29 @ 9:30pm. Dance Mission, 
3316 24th St. Info: www.palindrome.de; www.erlingwold. 
com. Tix: 415-978-2787; www.SFIntlArtsFest.org 



Get your Memorial Day groove on with Tom Stephan SUPERCHUMB0 
and Miss Honey Dijon at Mezzanine. See Sunday. 


Fri 27_ 

Spencer Day & Crimson 
Club: Someday, Love 
@ NCTC 

In Concert Series: Someday, Love starring 
Spencer Day and The Crimson Club in con¬ 
cert. Original music by Spencer Day; direct¬ 
ed by Richard 'Scrumbly' Koldewyn. Some¬ 
day, Love is the intriguing new Noir musi¬ 
cal about three lonely barflies imprisoned 
by their own lives. Reflecting upon their 
loss of innocence, they each reach a cross¬ 
roads where they must decide whether or 
not to give love one more chance. $15-$28. 
8pm. Show runs May 27-July 3. Series 
passes available ($36 previews; $60 Flex 
Pass; $70 Opening Night passes; $50 Pride 
Season passes). Theatre Three, NCTC, 25 
Van Ness Ave. near Market. Tix/info: 415- 
861-8972; www.nctcsf.org 

Whoop-Dee-Doo! @ NCTC 

The New Conservatory Theatre Center's 
Pride Season Ten presents the musical ex¬ 
travaganza, Whoop-Dee-Doo!, directed by 
Ed Decker with musical direction by 
Michael O'Dell and choreography by Tom 
Segal. Conceived/created by Charles 
Catanese, Howard Crabtree, Dick Gal¬ 
lagher, Peter Morris and Mark Waldrop. In 
this prequel to When Pigs Fly, host and cos¬ 
tume designer Howard Crabtree triumphs 
over a tiny budget, balky actors, and a near 
electrocution to produce a dizzy collage of 
songs and sketches. $20 Wed.; $26 Thu. & 
Sun.; $28 Fri.; $32 Sat. Showtimes 8pm 
Wed.-Sat.; 2pm Sun. NCTC, 25 Van Ness 
Ave. near Market. Tix/info: 415-861-8972; 
www.nctcsf.org 

The Grand Inquisitor 
@ The Thick House 

Central Works presents Dostoevsky's The 
Grand Inquisitor from The Brothers Kara¬ 
mazov. It's the height of the Spanish Inqui¬ 
sition. And He has come again ... or has 
He? Central Works takes the magnificent 
sotry-within-the-story of the Brothers Kara¬ 
mazov, adapting it for the stage. Directed 
by Jan Zvaifler; featuring Gary Graves and 
David Skillman. $9-$25 sliding; pay-what- 
you-can performance on June 2. Runs May 
27-June 19 at Thick House, 1695 18 th St. 
(also runs July 8-31 at Berkeley City Club). 
Tix: 415j-401-8081; thickdescription.org 

Queer Open Mic 
@ Three Dollar Bill Cafe 

A tranzfabulous Queer Open Mic, hosted by 
Cindy M. Emch, featuring ryka aoki de la 
cruz, members of Trans/Giving, and yvonne 
o2 etaghene on the only SF stop of her 
womanifesting dangerous freedoms poetry 
tour. Open mic readers get 5 minutes, one 
poem or 3 pages of prose. $l-$5 donation. 
Open Mic sign up begins at 7:30, readings 
start at 8pm. Three Dollar Bill Cafe, SF 
LGBT Community Center, 1800 Market @ 
Octavia. Info: www.sfcenter.org 

Voices of Rhythm 
@ Jon Sims Center 

JSC AIRspace (Artist-In-Residence) pre¬ 
sents the final performance of Voices of 
Rhythm in "Separation of Differences" fea¬ 
turing Jennie Marshall & Anguluh Boes. 

Tap and modern dance are fused together 
with theater and multimedia in confronting 


the connotations of sexual identity and its 
predicaments. $10-$15 sliding (N0- 
TAFL0F). Fri., May 27 and Sat., May 28at 
8pm. Jon Sims Center for the Arts, 1519 
Mission St. (at 11th). Info/Res: 415-554- 
0402; www.jonsimsctr.org 

Garrin Benfield & Cas Lucas 
@ Epic Arts, Berkeley 

Together on stage for the first time, Garrin 
Benfield and Cas Lucas, two of the Bay 
Area's top acoustic musicians. Both amaz¬ 
ing acoustic guitarists and crafty songwrit¬ 
ers. 8:30pm. 1923 Ashby Ave. Berkeley. 
Info: www.garrin.com 

Seth Montfort’s Fridays @ 
Victorian Englander House 

Superman The Human Juke-Box: Seth 
Montfort performs audience requests from 
over 100 memorized works from Mozart, 
Beethoven, Chopin (more works by Chopin 
than required for The International Chopin 
Competition), etc. to Joplin, Gershwin & 
Cabaret Jazz by classical composers world¬ 
wide. $5-$10. Fri., May 27 at 6pm. 807 
Franklin St. (between Turk & Eddy). 

Shadowplay @ The Stud 

Shadowplay, the omnisexual indie, new 
wave, electro, and discopunk club, puts on 
the glitter and platforms to present "Twen¬ 
tieth Century Boy" on Fri., May 27. Seven¬ 
ties glam classics mixed with danceable 
indie and new wave. Free entrance by join¬ 
ing the Shadowplay email list; otherwise $5 
after 10pm. DJ Donimo & guest DJ Skip 
(New Wave City, Decade). Go go dancers 
Catyanna and Johnny Sexbang. The Stud, 
399 9th St. at Harrison. 9pm-3am. Info: 
shadowplaysf.com 

Foot Pasty SF 

All-male parties for guys into or curious 
about feet, socks, footwear, tickling, tram¬ 
pling and more. Watch the latest foot fetish 
videos and meet sexy foot models! Get to 
know other hot guys into your scene. Parties 
happen the 4 th Friday of every month. New¬ 
comers welcome. Info: 877-299-2338; 
www.footpartysf.com 

Rock Out w/o yr Cock Out 
@ Edinburgh Castle 

Femina Potens presents "Rock Out w/o yr 
Cock Out", with Project Renovate, If Re¬ 
becca Horn Played Guitar and Violetta 
Beauregarde. Come support women and 
transgendered musicians, eat some fish and 
chips, have a beer, and see kick-ass perfor¬ 
mances. $5. 9 pm. Edinburgh Castle (950 
Geary). Info: www.myspace.com/projectren- 
ovate; www.tinabutcher.com 



Medea: The Musical 
@ Theatre Rhinoceros 

Opening night: Theatre Rhinoceros closes 
its 27th season with the first Bay Area pro¬ 
duction in five years of the runaway hit 
Medea: The Musical, a rollicking backstage 
musical of love, lust, adventure and ambi¬ 
tion, written/directed by John Fisher (The 
Joy of Gay Sex, Combat!, Titus!, Amnesia). 
Cast features Floriana Alessandria, Nathan 
Bayard (Equity), David Bicha, Gary Can¬ 
non,Paul J. Hammonds, Barry Kendall, 

Casi Maggio, Sarah Mitchell, lldiko Polony, 


Natalie Saibel, Enrique Vallejo, Maryssa 
Wanlass and Matt Weimer. $15-$28. Pre¬ 
views: Thu. & Fri., May 26 & 27. Opening 
night Sat., May 28. Runs thru June 19. 

8pm Wed-Sat.; 3pm & 7pm Sun. (no 3pm 
on 5/29). The Rhino, 2926 16th St. (btwn 
Mission/S. Van Ness). Tix: 415-552-4100 
ext 104; www.therhino.org 

Pam Tent/Cockettes 
@ Long Haul, Berkeley 

Pam Tent will be reading from her great 
book "Midnight at the Palace: My life as a 
fabulous Cockette." Plus Carl Linkhart 
doing music, Michael Layne Heath reading 
poetry, Jay Alan Davis doing music and 
Rumi showing his 1972 cult film "Elevator 
Girls in Bondage" Free. Sat., May 28, 
7:30pm at the Long Haul in Berkeley, 3124 
Shattuck (btwn Prince & Woolsey near 
Ashby BART). Info: 510-540-0751. 

Swing Dance Party 
@ Synergy School 

Last Saturday Swing Dance Party. 7pm be¬ 
ginning swing. 8pm Intermediate swing. 

$10 donation for the night; under-21 
FREE! Half off for Queer Dance Pass hold¬ 
ers! Fancy attire suggested; comfortable 
leather soled shoes recommended. No Part¬ 
ner and Experience needed. These are Les¬ 
bian, Gay, Bl, Trans, All-Ages dances open 
to everyone! Sat., May 28 at Synergy 
School,1387 Valencia at 25th St. Info: 
www.QueerBallroom.com 

Memorial Day Weekend 
@ Industry 

Mezzanine & Industry bring you Memorial 
Day Weekend, two parties with great DJs. 
Weekend passes available. Tonight: Industry 
DJs Suzanne Palmer, Jamie J. Sanchez, 
and Luke Johnstone, Prototypelover, 
Jonathon Wiggins, & Mike Brady. $20 
gen'l (Boy Badges half price; $25 weekend 
passes). 10pm-6am. Mezzanine, 444 Jessie 
St. Info: www.MezzanineSF.com 

‘Mini-Bootie’ 

@ Top Rocks,’ DNA Lounge 

DJs Adrian & the Mysterious D and Party 
Ben will be spinning mash-ups all night at a 
"mini-Bootie" party in the upstairs lounge 
at "Pop Rocks" at the DNA Lounge on 
Sat., May 28, and there will be a midnight 
show from Princess Kennedy. Cover is only 
$5! 21+w/ID. 375 11th St. Info: 
www.dnalounge.com 

Carnaval Show 
@ Esta Noche 

Celebrate Carnaval at SF's legendary Latin 
drag nightclub. 7pm Sat., May 28 & Sun., 
May 29. Esta Noche, 3079 16th St. Info: 
415-861-5757 


Club Papi SF Memorial Day 
Weekend ’05 @ Space 550 

Club Papi Productions presents "Memorial 
Day Weekend '05," a special Sunday night 
event... Monday is a Holiday! Performing 
live: Latin freestyle queen Debbie Deb 
singing her hits "When I Hear Music" & 
"Let the Music Play." 3 dance floors with 
DJs Marco, Carlitos, & Jorge Terez. Offi¬ 
cial Taino CD release party in association 
with Platinum Bullet Records, Granda En¬ 
tertainment & Universal Music Latino. Free 
posters, CD singles, albums & more. $15 
cover. 10pm-4am. 21+w/ID. Info: 415- 
675-9763; clubpapi.com 

SUPERCHUMBO & Miss 
Honey Dijon @ Mezzanine 

Mezzanine & Industry bring you Memorial 
Day Weekend, two parties with lots of great 
DJs & performers. Weekend passes now 
available. Tonight: Miss Honey Dijon of 
NYC spinning her native Windy City sound, 
and Tom Stephan SUPERCHUMBO, whose 
"transatlantic, twisted sound is an inim¬ 
itable, seamless blend of deep tribal beats 
and industrial funk, a journey into the dark¬ 
er side of electronica." — The Collective 
Agency. $10 all night (weekend passes 
$25). 9pm-4am. Mezzanine, 444 Jessie St. 
Info: www.MezzanineSF.com 

Beer, Sex & BLOW III 
@ Eagle Tavern 

Beer, Sex & BLOW III, benefiting: The 
Center For Sex & Culture & BLOW - Beau¬ 
tiful Lips On Whistles. MCs - Manley 
Lennox & Sister Kitty Catalyst. Special 
Guest: Dr. Carol Queen, The BLOW Project 
will present the Annual BLOW (Beautiful 
Lips On Whistles) Awards (Beautiful Lips 
On Whistles is a grassroots campaign using 
the safety whistle as a symbol of empower¬ 
ment against hate crimes). $8 beer/bever¬ 
age bust includes dinner. Raffle-o-porno 
tickets $2 each; 3 tickets for $5. Hun- 
dred$$$ in prizes and give-a-ways. 3-6pm 
Sun., May 29 Memorial Day Weekend. 
Eagle Tavern (voted Best Place to get 
Groped by a Butt Pirate), 12th & Harrison 
Streets. Info: www.SFE^agle.com 

Peaches DJ set @ 

Coup d’etat, 1015 Folsom 

Special DJ set from electro star Peaches. 
Also DJing: Riton, Fat Truckers, Matt 
Safer (The Rapture), Gucci Sound System. 
"Bootie in the Basement" with DJs Adrian 
& the Mysterious D, Party Ben. "Club 
Fake" in the front room with Jenny & 

Omar. $20.10pth-5am. 1015 Folsom St 
Info: www.gi;povetickets.com 
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Out in the Heartland 
@ Lexington Club 

Film Benefit at the Lexington for "Out in 
the Heartland." Come out to the Lexington 
on Memorial Day and help this important 
film get finished! "Out In The Heartland" is 
a 25-minute documentary about the person¬ 
al impact of a campaign to ban gay mar¬ 
riage in Kentucky. It was made by Gretchen 
Hildebran while attending Stanford Univer¬ 
sity's Documentary Film and Video Pro¬ 
gram. See parts of this film as well as a 
"The California State Recall - Folsom 
Street Style" a short film by Erica Milsom 
and Rebecca Weisser. Drink up! Proceeds 
from the bar during 4-6pm benefit the film! 
Mon., May 30, 4-6pm at The Lexington 
Club, corner of 19th & Lexington (Mission 
District). 



Mutilated Mannequins 
@ Bottom of the Hill 

Rock out with queer death-metal band Mu¬ 
tilated Mannequins ("The beats are ma¬ 
chine generated. The guitar is sleazy, sex 
stained distortion, and the keys are like a 
greased-up cock sliding in and out. The Mu¬ 
tilated Mannequins mission right now is 
about manufacturing and selling synthetic 
sex"). Also playing: Fuck Wolf and Master 
Moth. $7. Doors 8:30, show 9pm. Bottom 
of the Hill, 1233 17th St. @ Missouri. 

Info: 415-621-4455; 
www.bottomofthehill.com 


Wed 1 

Meredith Maran @ A 
Different Light Bookstore 

Meredith Maran (meredithmaran.com), 
along with Angela Watrous, shares 50 
Ways to Support Lesbian and Gay Equality. 
The book includes essays by Candace Gin¬ 
grich, Margaret Cho, Judy Shepard, Rebec¬ 
ca Walker, and leaders of organizations in¬ 
cluding the ACLU, Amnesty International 
USA, GLAAD, Human Rights Campaign, 
and PFLAG; it is a compendium of personal 
stories, each promoting understanding while 
suggesting simple actions. Free. 7pm. 489 
Castro St. Info: 415-431-0891. 

Hush Up, Sweet Charlotte @ 
Lorraine Hansberry Theatre 

Preview: Make It So Productions presents 
International Drag Superstars Matthew 
Martin as "Charlotte" and Varla Jean Mer¬ 
man (aka Jeffery Roberson) as "Miriam" in 
Hush Up, Sweet Charlotte, directed by 
Matthew Martin, aside-splitting parody of 
the original book & cult film Hush...Hush, 
Sweet Charlotte (1964) which starred Bette 
Davis and Olivia DeHavilland. Cast includes 
Andre C. Andree, Michael Sousa, Sandra 
Schlechter, Erika Atkinson, Vince Cal¬ 
abrese, Woody Clar, and Kai Brothers. $20 
previews (June 1-3); $27-$32 other nights 
($5 off students, seniors, groups of 10). 
Opening Night Gala on Sat., June 4. 8pm 
(2pm Sun.). Lorraine Hansberry Theatre, 
620 Sutter St. at Mason (Union Square). 
Tix/info: 415-474-8800; TIX Union Square; 
ticketweb.com. Info: www.makeitsoproduc- 
tions.org 

Sony Holland 
@ Empire Plush Room 

Jazz vocalist Sony Holland (www.sonyhol- 
land.com) performs a CD release show with 
new songs (by award winning composer 
Jerry Holland) about the city, including 
"Polk Street Girls," "I Was No Angel My¬ 
self" (set on Haight Street), and "Kissing 
You On The Street" (set in Union Square). 
Featuring Ken Muir on Piano and long-time 
Benny Goodman sideman Al Obidinski on 
bass. $20 & $25. 8pm June 1, 2, 3 & 4. 
Empire Plush Room, York Hotel, 940 Sut¬ 
ter St. Tix/info: 415-885-2800; www.plush- 
room.com 


Storm Florez/Charlie Anders 
@ GenderEnders 

This month's GenderEnders features Charlie 
Anders, publisher of other (the magazine of 
pop culture and politics for the new out¬ 
casts), and author of The Lazy Crossdresser 
(Greenery Press, 2002) and her latest, 

Choir Boy, just out from Soft Skull Press. 
Writer/musician Storm Florez has released 
a solo album. Standing Between the Day 
and Night and is the author of Pussyboy 
Chronicle. Open mic for folks of all genders, 
sexualities & identities. Hosted by musi¬ 
cian/writer Julia Serano. $5-$7 sliding 
scale; only $3 for open mic performers. 
Wed., June 1 at 8 pm. All Ages! Femina 
Potens, 465 South Van Ness (at 16th St.). 

Myths & Meanings 
@ New College of California 

Editors and publishers from the alternative 
press will speak at New College of Califor¬ 
nia in four free events. May 31-June 3, as 
part of "Myths & Meanings: An Interdisci¬ 
plinary Summer Intensive Bridging Writing, 
the Arts, & the Sacred." Today (Wed., June 
1, from 7-9pm, New College and Intensive 
faculty will present a series of brief read¬ 
ings and/or performances. 7p.m. at 777 Va¬ 
lencia Street. Updates/room locations at 
www. newco I lege.edu 



3DB Trivia 

@ Three Dollar Bill Cafe 

3DB Trivia, a night of fierce competition 
where participants match wits and wield 
their mastery of the mundane. Bring your 
friends, form a team and compete with oth¬ 
ers for fabulous prizes. The evening will be 
broken into rounds of questions, including 
audio and visual clues displayed on the 
cafe's plasma TV. Topics will be wide-rang¬ 
ing, from popular culture and SF history to 
science and the paranormal. Open to every¬ 
one. Food and drink available, including 
beer and wine. Thu., June 2 at 7:30pm. 
1800 Market St. Info: threedollarbill.com 

Revival Bingo @ MCC-SF 

The Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence present 
their infamous "Revival Bingo!" This 
month's theme: "June Cleaver Bingo: Blood 
on the Crinolines," a spoof on the famous 
"Leave It To Beaver" TV Show of the '50s. 
Put on your pearls and dust off your biggest 
kitchen knife because June has gone IN¬ 
SANE! Funds benefit The SF Lesbian/Gay 
Freedom Band. Prize for best costume! Ga¬ 
metime: 7pm Thu., June 2.. $15 for one set 
of cards (eight rounds of bingo), $5 for 
each additional set. Cards can be purchased 
at the door, at All American Boy (463 Cas¬ 


tro St.) or online at Acteva.com. Purchase 
cards in advance to insure you will be seat¬ 
ed. MCC Church, 150 Eureka St. Info: 
www.thesisters.org 

(Y)AHHFF @ Roxie Cinema 

Launch Party: SFIndie presents "(Yet) An¬ 
other Hole in the Head Film Festival," 8 
nights of horror, sci-fi & fantasy, featuring 
21 films from six countries, offering a 
week-plus of Egyptian gods, Godzilla, sa- 
tanists, bloodsucking parasitic monsters, 
angry ghosts, clones, maniacs, spider 
women, assassins, samurai werewolves, . 
zombies and more. Tonight's kickoff party 
at Roxie Cinema, "The Rock & Roll Horror 
Show," screens the classic Vampire Circus 
(unedited & uncut), followed by live music 
from local bands Godz of Rock and The 
Hellbillies. $12 opening & closing nights 
(June 2 & 9); $9 all other screenings. 

Roxie, 3117 16th St.; Victoria, 296116th 
St.; Rickshaw, 155 Fell St. Tix/info: 415- 
820-3907; www.holehead.org 

Kate Mulgrew/Tea At Five 
@ Marines Memorial Theatre 

Preview: Kate Mulgrew ( Star Trek: Voy¬ 
ager) stars as legendary actress Katharine 
Hepburn in Matthew Lombardo's Tea At 
Five, a one-woman play directed by John 
Tillinger. $38-$58 ($35 for previews). Pre¬ 
views begin Thu., June 2; opening night on 
Tue., June 7. 8pm. Run thru June 19. Tue.- 
Fri. at 8pm; Sat. at 2pm & 8pm; Sun. at 
2pm. 609 Sutter St., 2 nd Floor. Tix: 415- 
771-6900; ticketmaster.com 

Queer Beats @ YBCA 

Reading/discussion: Queer Beats: How the 
Beats Turned America on to Sex, with edi¬ 
tor/scholar Regina Marler and Bay Area 
contributors Kirk Read and Daphne Got¬ 
tlieb. Queer Beats traces, for the first time, 
the queer pulse throughout the Beats' writ¬ 
ings, from William S. Burroughs's Naked 
Lunch and Allen Ginsberg's wistful, boy-lov¬ 
ing sex poems to Jack Kerouac's hero-wor¬ 
ship of Neal Cassady. Free. Thu., June 2, 
6:30pm at Yerba Buena Center's Education 
Resource Room. Info: www.ybca.org 

Thursday Nite Live 
@ Eagle Tavern 

Live bands take over the Eagle Tavern every 
Thursday. Tonight: Riot A-Go-Go; Teenage 
Harlots; The Mouth Offs; and Gang-Way! 
9pm. 398 12th St. Info: 415-626-0880; 
www.sfeagle.com 

Quickie Fest 

@ New College of California 

New College graduate students involved in 
"Myths & Meanings" will put on the "Sec¬ 
ond Annual Quickie Fest," a series of brief, 
explosive, innovative performances and 
readings. Thu., June 2 & Fri., June 3, 7- 
9pm. 777 Valencia St. Updates/room loca¬ 
tions: www.newcollege.edu 

Alone Together 
@ Gallery Lounge 

Opening reception: "Alone Together," a 
Pride Month group show of four queer men 
with four divergent points of view: Casey 
Paine, Christopher Stout, Matt O'Neill, and 
Matt Pipes. Bonus show in the back by 
Christopher Stout and Matt Pipes exploring 
the sacred and profane. Show runs June 2- 
27. Reception Thu., June 2, 7-10pm. Clos¬ 
ing Reception Friday June 24, 7-10pm. 

The Gallery Lounge, 510 Brannan St. Info: 
www.thegallerylounge.com 

Send your calendar 
event listings to: 

Mark Mardon 
Out & About 

Bay Area Reporter 

395 Ninth Street 

San Francisco, CA 94103 

Deadline is the Friday 
before issue date. 
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The bestACTION bars in the Castro 

SFBadlands • Detour 
• Pendulum 

Saturday, May 28th 
Badlands' 5th Anniversary Half Price 

All Drinks Half Price 

Domestic Beer $ 1.25 

now thru June 15th 
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Russian River Resort 

NEW OWNERSHIP-NEW RESTAURANT 
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WEEKEND 



Direct from NYC 

Splash - Roxy - Palladium - Limelight 
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fiuto €rotica 

purveyor of vintage porn 
& fine dildos 
4077ft 18th Street 

415 - 861-5787 
open every cloy 




we buy 



photos, dvcrs, magazines & videos 

call 
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415 - 621-1188 

days, or 
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evenings & weekends 
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RAGING STAllIQN 
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Castro Gulch 
2352 Market St. 
or 

Folsom Gulch 
947 Folsom St. 

sfguleb.com 


REE PORN! FREE PORN! 


HfRPPPa 


You’ve got it! 
We’ve got it! 


EXPECT THE 
UNEXPECTED! 


NOW OPEN 2 pm Sat & Sun, • 4 pm weekdays 

2051 Market at Church • info: 864-3767 • massage appts: 255-4921 • erossf.com 


Honorable in 
words and deeds 

Farewell to leatherman Robert Davolt 



The late Robert Davolt, seen in a lighter moment last year at IML 2004, 
just before the contest started. As always he was equipped with materials 
for his copious notes and painstaking research technique. 


by Mister Marcus 


I IP 1 he leather world as we know 

5 it was both saddened and 

I shocked to learn last week 
that Robert Davolt had passed 
over on Monday, May 16 at Davies 
Medical Center in San Francisco. 
An ad hoc group of the “leather 
faithful” has seen fit to schedule a 
memorial event during the IML 
weekend in Chicago at 1830 hours 
in the Crystal Ballroom of the 
host hotel on Friday, May 27. The 
celebration of Robert’s life will 
take place at Daddy’s Bar in San 
Francisco on Saturday, July 9, be¬ 
ginning at 1400. 

As many- of you know, my 
deadline for this column, without 
fail, is 9 a.m. on Monday morn¬ 
ings. I did not receive the news of 
Robert’s passing until about Noon 
on that day — too late to write 
anything meaningful then. 

My editor(s) allowed a single 
sentence noting Robert’s passing 
at the end of my column last 
week. A few emails criticized me 
for what they considered a “pass¬ 
ing” notation. Under the deadline 
circumstances, it was the best op¬ 
tion available. 

As with many of you, my rela¬ 
tionship with Robert Davolt was 
sometimes “stormy”, but for the 
most part we enjoyed sitting over 
a beverage of choice, discussing 
the “state of affairs” in the leather 
community. Like all people of 
reason, we agreed to disagree on 
very few aspects of our dreams. 
We never really had an “argu¬ 
ment” about expectations and 
goals for the leather commu¬ 
nity we both loved. 

He sought my advice 
and vice-versa on many 
occasions. When Robert 
took over the Drummer 
Magazine there was 
much wailing and wild 
speculation about 
that development. Yet, 
because of my convic¬ 
tion that Robert could 
make it work, I volunteered to be 
the judges’ coordinator for every 
edition of International Mr. 
Drummer and boy competition 
that he produced. Almost every 
judge I recommended was ap¬ 
proved to serve on those panels. 
Some of our choices were lauded. 
Some were not. Knowing that 
someone, somewhere, for whatev¬ 
er reason(s) has a grudge about 
somebody else, and more often 
than not, eschewing “Politically 
Correct” issues, we made the final 
decisions. I am proud to say that I 
served in this same capacity with 
publishers Tony DeBlase and 
Martijn Bakker, the Dutchman 
who was the sole killer of Drum¬ 
mer and all it stood for. 

Blessed with an outstanding 
literary bent and impeccable re¬ 
search abilities, Robert Davolt will 


forever be remembered for his co¬ 
gent, insightful and knowledge¬ 
able essays not just on leather, but 
the leather lifestyle mores and ca¬ 
pabilities. I often read with com¬ 
plete fascination his views on var¬ 
ious subjects and marveled at 
the insights, which I also felt 
but couldn’t put down in words 
as Robert was able to do. 
Often, his observations 
were not well received, 
but a writer stands be¬ 
hind his words and opin¬ 
ions. After all, any essay 
of this nature is subject 
to opposition along 
with praise, accolades, 
awards and lauding — 
all part of the literary 
game. At least Robert never got 
any death threats as I did in the 
early days of writing this column. 
In the early ’70s, bike clubs were 
so closeted, printing items about 
them was viewed as an outrage. I 
wouldn’t sit in the Twin Peaks 
Tavern with my back to the win¬ 
dows for fear of a drive-by shoot¬ 
ing! Idle threats, idle and idol gos¬ 
sip — all part of the “game”. 

In his last email to me, Robert 
praised my column of May 5th — 
“Change Happens”, as it appeared 
in the printed version of the Bay 
Area Reporter (see “Transitions” 
on www.mamasfamily.org). He 
wrote, in part: “I know that we 
have had our personal and profes¬ 
sional differences in the past, but 
it would be foolish of me to pre¬ 
tend that I have not admired and 
respected your longevity, your in¬ 


fluence and still, in all, feeling 
privileged to know you. You are a 
rascal, but I believe in your heart 
and in your love for the same 
community that I love.” 

He also urged me not to put off 
writing my book, “Bound But Not 
Gagged,” with tips on a copy edi¬ 
tor, typography designer and 
making sure ‘every dot, dash and 
period is EXACTLY as you want it 
before signing off on it’. 

Who could assume there was a 
major rivalry between us after all 
of the words quoted above? He 
forgave me for calling him 
“Robert Revolting” and rather 
liked the nomenclature. He also 
reminded me that my appellation, 
“Marcus the Merciless” was fun, 
but like him, we were/are not re¬ 
ally “revolting” and/or “merciless”, 
but rather astute, caring and res¬ 
olute in attempting to make the 
leather community look and be 
even better than it is. 

Robert Davolt may be gone, 
but he will certainly never be for¬ 
gotten. His words will live on in 
those emails you all saved, in his 
“Painfully Obvious” masterpiece 
and all those final issues of Drum¬ 
mer Magazine that was so cruelly 
yanked away from him by Dutch 
corporate greed. Yes, in spite of 
our differences, we maintained a 
relationship that few could under¬ 
stand, some misconstrued as a 
“war”, and some viewed as a rival¬ 
ry that would never be resolved to 
anyone’s satisfaction. 

My slogan in life has always 

next page ► 



EVENTURES IN LEATHER 


Weekend, May 26-31 

27th edition of International Mr. Leather at the 
Navy Pier in Chicago. Hundreds of parties. NO 
drugs condoned! 

Friday, May 27 

Pig Fuck 2005 in a Chicago warehouse near the 
host hotel. Only 1500 men admitted by the Dick- 


Wadd Fan Club. Get an invite at the Dick Wadd 
booth at the IML Leather Market or email: cus- 
tomerservice@dickwadd.com 

Saturday, May 28 

The 15 Association play party at the usual location. 
For info call 673-0452 or: 
www.the25association.com. 












































I f a guy sporting titclamps and 
a dildo sounds like a double 
whammy to you, you should 
check out Gemini Studios. The 
banner on the box of Best Damn 
Dildo Movie #1 proclaims, ’’Hot 
Str8 Guys Hard Up for $$$ Stuff 
Their Hot Holes.” While the de¬ 
scription is apt, the title is hyper¬ 
bolic. The movie is a sampler of 
three- to five-minute clips taken 
from each of decidedly amateur 
filmmaker Mark Gemini’s hour- 
long sessions with 18 different 
guys. It’s a good intro to Gemini’s 
obsessions, letting us chose our fa¬ 
vorite guys as it throws at us em¬ 
blematic poses and climactic mo¬ 
ments from their solo films. 

Gemini’s stuff is like the porn 
sequence in Fame, in which a dirty 
old pornographer in a dingy stu¬ 
dio hangs his fetish on a model. 
These home movies are ap¬ 
palling/appealing, stamped by 
the studio’s clutter, the 
model’s docile passivity to¬ 
ward being used but 
what-the-hell, and 
Gemini’s lack of finesse 
while single mindedly 
pursuing the key images 
that push his button. If 
your trip 
lines up 
with his, 
you’ll be 

sucked into this perversely 
voyeuristic, old time, under-the- 
counter porn. 

Gemini offers an assortment of 
heavily tattooed white trash and 
jailbirds, construction workers, 
surfer boys, and muscle hunks. 
Most are surprisingly attractive 
and undeniably masculine. With 
titclamps dangling on their chests, 
they lean back against some cush¬ 
ions with hands behind their 
heads, elongating their torsos and 
exposing the penetration of their 
assholes. Only one quibbles with 
the titclamps, and it’s surprising 
how adept, or at least accommo¬ 
dating most of them are at anal 


Karrnal Knowledge 


stuffing. Since when does rough 
trade come with an open hole? 
Revelatory pics at 

www.AMVC.com 

Personable dildos 

Defiant Productions’ two vol¬ 
umes of Where the Sun Don’t 
Shine are certainly the 
most personable 
dildo solos available. 
Almost all of director 
Joe Serna’s mostly 
str8 skaterboys have 
pierced tongues, wear 
their baseball caps back¬ 
wards, 
and 

watch het 
porn 

while poking their puckeroos. 
Those girls whimpering in the 
background may be an authenti¬ 
cating factor for you, but theirs 
isn’t the song I’ve got in my heart. 
Still, Serna’s boys are so friendly 
and eager to please. They welcome 
us at the beginning, and at the end 
hope we enjoyed their show. It’s a 
first time experience for most, and 
they tell us how it felt in brief 
post-orgasm interviews (most like 
the ribbed toy best). I found the 
boys in volume one to be both 
more attractive and more active. 
Especially Jamie, who flips his legs 
over his head, and with the dildo 
sticking up outta his butt, sucks 


Blow Buddies 
Parties 

Always Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. 


Special hours for 
Memorial Day 
Weekend. 

Open late Sun., 
May 29 

door 6pm~4am 
play 'til 6am 
Open Mon., May 30 
door 7pm-11pm 
play 'til late 


Bear 

Buddies 


Wed., Jun. 1 
door 9-11pm 
play 'til 1 or 2am 


rfe. 




Mister Marcus 

A previous page 

been: “My friendships are based 
on knowing and interacting with 
people who know as much as I do 
or more — preferably more”. My 
friendship with Robert Davolt was 
like that. We learned from each 
other, we respected each other and 
we both know that our ultimate 
goal was identical. For this rela¬ 
tionship, I am thankful. In my 
mind and memory is a chapter 
entitled “The Most Unforgettable 
Character I Ever Met and Respect-' 
ed”. 

Of course, that would be 
Robert Davolt. 

New icon coming your way 

Jason Hendrix passes into IML 
history this coming Sunday and I 
would like to wish him well in all 
his future endeavors. His year with 
the title was fun and invigorating. 
Thanks Jason, you are a delight 
and you served your community 
well. 

See you all next week with the 
IML results and all the “dish” 
that’s fit to print. ▼ 


his cock ‘til a big load splats onto 
his tongue. The boys in volume 
two are not quite as engaging, al¬ 
though a beefy blond lays a heavy 
verbal rap on us while diggin’ 
around in his hole. And there’s 
Adam, a Defiant regular who is 
definitely a star. Handsome, 
ripped, and self-assured, he’s also 
into his ass big time. Since his ini¬ 
tial Defiant appearances, he’s 
graduated to a healthy sized toy. 
When his sphincter clamps 
around this thick baby, his hand¬ 
some cock gets rock hard and jets 
a big load. Adam. Wow. 
www.pornteam.com 

The pay-off 

Deep Diggin ’ Dildos #3 is the 
pay-off. It’s the most playful new 
dildo movie, and the most gay. 
The series has been directed by 
Edward James for Bacchus pro¬ 
ductions. Volumes 1 and 2 had all¬ 
black casts. Volume 3 is all white. 
Neither the box nor the movie it¬ 
self names the performers. But re¬ 
gardless of identification, the title 
is accurate. Each of the six guys in 
this 90 minute movie do a lot of 
sincere plugging. They start in un¬ 
derwear, work up their cocks, suck 
those dildos like they were starv¬ 
ing, and bounce around on them 
like—well, like they were having a 
whale of a time. These guys do not 
watch porn to stimulate their sex¬ 
uality—they are porn, and stimu¬ 
late themselves and us with their 
thorough dildomania. The guys in¬ 
clude a redhead whose tight cock 
ring makes his cock and balls pop, 
and a tanned guy with a swimmer’s 
build who starts out in a Speedo 
and soon reveals a shaved crotch. 
There’s a country boy who’s got 
that Lyle Lovette lankiness, the 
movie’s biggest and hardest dick, a 
slow and by far the deepest, most 
grinding technique, and, despite 
the gregariousness of his play, the 
most endurance. Deservedly, he 
gets the most time. If choosing 
only one of the recent dildo titles, 
I’d go for the pooper-pluggin’ party 
that’s Deep Diggin Dildos #3. Go to 
www.filmco.com T 


Toying with 
my Affection 

Or, Song of the Dildo, Pt. 2 


IML Weekend in Chicago also has an International Mr. Bootblack com¬ 
petition. Here's Larry Laird, Central California Bootblack 2005 from 
Fresno, who will be in the IMrBB Class of 2005. Note those big hands 
and that big smile! 


by John Karr 
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Jack Off Warehouse 

at the Circle J Club 

• SFs Only Nighttime and Daytime J/0 Club 

• Open Daly 10 a.m. ~ Midnight 

• J/0 Warehouse Open Daily 12 noon Until Midnight 

• Optional Clothes Check Always Available 

• Mandatory Clothes Check Tuesday & Friday Evenings 

• Ages 18 to 118 Welcome 

Circle J Club 

369 Ellis St (betwwen Jones & Taylor) 

San Francisco 415.474.6995 
Metro & BART - Powell Street Station 
Admission $10 

Come on ini 
Improve your sex life! 
www.circlejciub.com 


San#rancisco 

(415) 430-1199 

Oakland 

®|| (510)343-1122 

Palo Alto 

Concord 

m ; W l (925) 695-1100 

San Jose 

Pfff : /'(408) 514-11' 11 

Vallejo 

iL ^.(707)656.1111 

f-" € 

FREE CODE 3739 


Meet online FREE 

\^^)MegaMates.com 

BROWSE & REPLY TO ADS FREE 
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Whale of a tale in the Castro 


Moby Dick is a classic, classy Castro gay bar 



by Mark des Jardins 
and Mike Sher 


A hoy, ye mates! Landlubbers 
and those on the high seas 
in search of mates or ad¬ 
venture are all welcome at Moby 
Dick, located on 18th Street at 
. Hartford, one block east of Castro 
Street. In 1977, it acquired its cur¬ 
rent name when Victor Swedosh 
bought the business. He 
sold it in 2002. The 
current business 
partners, Joe Cap- 
pelletti and Doug ( 

Murphy, have 
owned it for.several years. 

Doug was their bar¬ 
tender for 10 years 
before buying the 
"place with Joe. 

Moby Dick has been a favorite 
spot for tourists and locals alike 
for 25 years. The building was 
constructed in 1872. Its second 
floor houses three apartments. 
The bar’s front shows a Victorian 
influence, blending into the archi¬ 
tecture of the neighborhood. The 
•dark green awning with the bar’s 
name in bold white letters hangs 
over the corner front doors and 
tall windows along each side, giv¬ 
ing patrons an easy view of the 
pedestrian traffic for which the 
Castro is famous. 

On entering the bar through 


the double front doors, the 25- 
foot wood bar looms. Behind the 
bar stands a 250-gallon saltwater 
tank. Herman Melville, author of 
the American classic novel Moby 
Dick (published in 1851), might 
have known the tank’s sea-faring 
population. Here an eel, clown- 
fish, lionfish and saltwater 
grouper can be found. On the 
18th Street end of the bar, a 5’ ex¬ 
tension; on the oppo¬ 
site end, a 7’ exten¬ 
sion. Around the bar 
are a dozen dark-wood 
bar-chairs, all with metal 
reinforced footrests. 

The floor space is 
divided into two 
levels. In the back 
is the gaming 
area. In the front, 
the Castro win¬ 
dow view and the bar proper. As a 
dividing point between the two, a 
large, High-Definition LCD 
screen plays contemporary music. 
The latest videos pound out the 
current rage in popular music. A 
smaller HD LCD-screen also faces 
inward toward the standing-room 
area. On the wall opposite the 
main bar, three neatly gold- 
framed mirrors hang high. Below 
these, a wood shelf low enough to 
be used for seating is against the 
wall, with a 15-foot brass footrest. 
Between this area and the main 
bar are two small elbow-height ta¬ 


bles, 2’ in diameter, embedded in 
the floor with black wrought-iron 
poles, each encircled with a 
footrest, also black and wrought- 
iron. 

Pool cues 

Deeper into the bar, up the 
four steps nicely fronted in copper 
to the second level, are a touch- 
video game and a slightly under- 
regulation-sized pool table. Be¬ 
hind the back wall are four (that’s 
right, four!) pinball machines. 


Above the pinball machines is a 
neon logo of the bar. 

But without the bar’s catering 
to a drinking crowd, it just would¬ 
n’t make it in the Castro. They sell 
a lot of beer, Joe and Doug both 
admit. The beer of the month is 
$3 a pint. They have 11 draft beers 
and pear cider on tap. Monday- 
Saturday, there’s a 2-for-1 special 
on frozen Cuervo Margaritas; on 
Sunday, the 2-for-l special is Sex 
on the Beach. The Margaritas are 
made from scratch in 15-liter 


batches from a secret recipe. And 
it’s hard to beat the prices of their 
Happy Hour, Monday-Friday 3 
p.m.-8 p.m., when domestic beer 
and well drinks are $2, and im¬ 
ported beer is $2.75. 

AOL CityGuide awarded Moby 
Dick “City’s Best 2005” for being 
the best gay bar in San Francisco. 
The bar highlights local artists 
monthly, who display their art for 
sale on the walls. Money for char¬ 
ities is also raised with the chari- 
ties-sponsoring Beer Busts on Sat¬ 
urdays (the Castro Lions Club is 
one). If you go to their website 
(www.mobydicksf.com) you can 
get on their mailing list, and at 
Christmas you can print out a 
ticket for free drinks. Their soft- 
ball team is the Whalers. 

Captain Ahab may have had a 
grudge against Moby Dick in the 
novel, but you’ll have a hard time 
coming up with a reason not to 
come back. When you walk down 
18th St. from Castro and spot the 
bar, you might say what seafarers 
in Melville’s novel said when they 
spotted a whale, “Thar she 
blows!” ▼ 


Moby Dick, 4049 18th St., SF. 
Open Mon.-Fri., 2 p.m.-2 a.m.; 
Sat.-Sun., Noon-2 a.m. Happy 
Hour, Mon.-Fri., 3 p.m.-8 p.m. 
Info: www.mobydicksf.com 
(415) 861-1199 




Free HIV/STD testing 

1st Thur, 8:30-10:30pm 
3rd Fri, 10pm-12:30am 

Get tested or ask a question. 

Confidential. Private area. 

933 Harrison @ 5th 

In cooperation with AIDS Health Project 

Get tested every 6 months! 


(415) 777-HEAD; www.blowbuddies.com 



$1/min. + $2 connect fee 18+ Discreetly billed to your telephone 
© npp productions, 'eno, m customer sersve (888) 283 3831 



Woman of many faces 

Mid-period Joan Crawford out on DVD 


by Tavo Amador 


J oan Crawford (1904-77) 
made her first film in ’25, be¬ 
came a star in ’28, and com¬ 
pleted her last picture in ’70. Many 
baby boomers remember her as a 
campy queen of cheap horror 
movies, but that was only the last, 
regrettable stage of her remarkable 
career. She began as an ingenue, 
became the embodiment of F. 
Scott Fitzgerald’s sex-crazed flap¬ 
per, then epitomized Hollywood 
glamour in the ’30s while playing 
working-class girls climbing the 
social ladder. She shifted to noirish 
melodramas in the ’40s, then es¬ 
sayed stylish, middle-aged women 
preyed upon by unscrupulous 
younger men in the ’50s, before 
succumbing to the scream-and- 
scare genre following her success 
in Whatever Happened to Baby 
Jane? The Joan Crawford Collection 
DVD set focuses on her third in¬ 
carnation, from 1939-50, when she 
left MGM for Warner Bros. 

Crystal Allen in The Women 
(’39) was Crawford’s first unsym¬ 
pathetic part and a triumph. After 
having been named “box-office 
poison” in ’38, she needed a hit, 
and this was it. Directed by open¬ 
ly gay George Cukor, she is funny 
and caustic as the perfume sales¬ 
girl who steals Stephen Haines 
from his society wife, Mary 
(Norma Shearer, Crawford’s 
major rival at MGM). Clare Booth 
Luce’s play about upper-class di¬ 
vorcees falters during Shearer’s 
domestic scenes, but livens up 
whenever Crawford, Rosalind 
Russell (as the vicious Sylvia), 
Mary Boland (hilarious as the 
Countess), Paulette Goddard, and 



the young Joan Fontaine appear. 
The dressing room confrontation 
between Crystal and Mary is su¬ 
perb, and Crawford’s last line is 
among the most memorable in 
film history. Although the entire 
cast is female, the ads rightly 
claimed, “It’s all about men.” 

Mildred Pierce (’45) marked 
Crawford’s extraordinary come¬ 
back at Warners, winning a Best 
Actress Oscar for her memorable 
performance as a housewife 
turned successful restaurateur, 
but plagued with the most un¬ 
grateful child (Ann Blyth) in 
movie history. Michael Curtiz di¬ 
rected this terrific mix of soap- 
opera and noir murder mystery. 
Zachary Scott and Jack Carson 
are the men who do Mildred 
wrong. Eve Arden, as her confi¬ 
dante, has the best fine. “Alligators 
have the right idea. They eat their 
young.” Crawford’s stormy rela¬ 
tionship with her real life daugh¬ 
ter, Christina, gives the film unin¬ 
tended irony. 

In Humoresque (’46), Craw¬ 
ford plays Helen Wright, a rich, 


married society woman who 
drinks too much and falls for 
. working-class violin prodigy Paul 
Boray (virile John Garfield.) She 
doesn’t appear until 30 minutes 
into the movie, but it’s her film 
anyway. Clifford Odets and 
Zachary Gold’s screenplay, based 
on Fanny Hurst’s story, is loaded 
with pungent dialogue. When 
Boray is rude, Helen cracks, “Bad 
manners. An infallible sign of ge¬ 
nius.” Class differences prove too 
much for the lovers, alas. At her 
beachhouse, listening on the 
radio to her beloved playing, 
Helen ends it all by walking into 
the ocean to the strains of Wagn¬ 
er’s Liebestod from Tristan und 
Isolde. With Oscar Levant, one of 
the screen’s best metrosexuals. 
Crawford’s old MGM designer, 
Adrian, created her stunning 
gowns. Ernest Haller’s noir-like 
cinematography adds to the 
glamorous suffering, and the star 
never looked more beautiful. A 
classic weepie and a hit, but less 
well-known than other Crawford 
vehicles. 

Breakdown place 

In Possessed (’47), Crawford is 
Louise Howell, a nurse caring for 
the invalid wife of wealthy Dean 
Graham (Raymond Massey). She 
loves architect David Sutton (Van 
Heflin). Louise’s paranoid patient 
dies and David dumps her, she’s 
• far too needy and smothering. 
Dean proposes marriage, and a 
desperate Louise accepts. David is 
hired to work for Dean, rekin¬ 
dling Louise’s thwarted passions. 
Dean’s oldest daughter (Geraldine 
Brooks) falls for David, which re¬ 
ally freaks out poor Louise, so she 
next page ► 
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Girlymen and 
queer others 


by Gregg Shapiro 


W ith the continuing 
crossover success of the 
Scissor Sisters and the 
growing popularity of Jinx Ti¬ 
tanic, queer bands seem to be in 
demand. Below are some exam¬ 
ples of the current crop of discs 
by queer artists that deserve to 
be played loud and proud. 

Outmusic Award-winning 
trio Girlyman follows up its ac¬ 
claimed 2003 full-length debut 
Remember Who I Am with Little 
Star (Daemon). Sticking with 
the formula that has earned 
them so much attention, Doris 
Muramatsu, Ty (Tylan) Green- 
stein and Nate Borofsky keep the 
harmonies tight, pure and sweet 
from start to finish. It begins 
with the radio-ready pop of “On 
the Air,” continues with the love 
thief’s story in “Young James 
Dean,” and goes on through the 
front-porch stomp of “Kittery 
Tide” and “I Know Where You 
Are,” which name-checks Joni 
Mitchell. 

Described as “folk pop torch 
tronic,” the 11 songs on Corvidae 
(Double Salt) by Myshkin’s Ruby 
Warblers are timeless country- 
jazz numbers with the occasion¬ 
al synthetic beat that places them 
as firmly in today as tomorrow. 
Myshkin’s steamy blues belt gives 
songs such as the finger-snapper 
“Gypsy town,” the whiskey- 
soaked toe-tapper “Drunk” and 
the erratic beat-box of “Saving 
the Day” their own distinct per¬ 
sonalities. Like a queer Shivaree, 
Myshkin and company are 
unique unto themselves. 

Easily one of the most unusu¬ 
al discs I’ve heard in a while, 
Maybe Maybe Maybe Baby (Luv- 
A-Lot) by gay male/straight fe¬ 
male duo Cheese on Bread is 
nothing short of delightful. 
Blending harmonies and humor, 
Sara Fitzsimmons and Dan Fish- 
back sing about the lack of eligi¬ 
ble guys (“Where the F*ck Are 
They?”), regretted kisses (“The 
Kiss Song”), communication 
breakdowns (“Modern Art 
Gallery”), diets (“Stepping Out 
of Ketosis”), mating rituals (“Bi¬ 
ological Romance”), lust 
(“Structure of a Crush”), and 
fashion victims (“(You’re Just a) 
Gucci Model”), all in their inim¬ 
itable anti-folk style. 

“Brother,” the irresistible 
opening track on Grab that Gun 
(Mint) by The Organ can also be 
heard on the soundtrack to The 


L Word’s second season. I’d been 
hoping for a female-fronted 
queer entry into the new wave 
revival scene, and I’m so glad 
that The Organ fills that bill. 
Add a New Order-like guitar and 
insistent beat to a lead vocalist 
who manages to be both de¬ 
tached and emotional, two new 
wave traits that translate well, 
and you have the makings of an 
exciting new new wave band. 

More than 20 years ago, queer 
singer/songwriter Adele Bertei 
could be heard singing on the 
Thomas Dolby hit single “Hy¬ 
peractive.” After releasing a solo 
disc in the late ’80s which yield¬ 
ed the single “Green Shirt,” 
Bertei was somewhat scarce. 
That is, until now. As the lead 
singer of the no-wave trio Anu- 
bian Lights, Bertei has come 
back strong. Their album Phan - 
tascope (Rhythmbank) opens 
with Bertei wailing up a blizzard 
on “Wild Winter.” “New 
Wildlife” throws in a Latin beat 
for extra motion. 

Here is some interesting queer 
rock music trivia. Hetero Oak¬ 
land rock band The Matches, 
once known as The Locals, called 
their most recent album E. Von 
Dahl Killed The Locals because 
Yvonne Doll, lead singer of queer 
Chicago-based jam band The Lo¬ 
cals, sued for copyright infringe¬ 
ment and won. Eatin Paste (lo- 
calsrock.com) finds the band 
stripped down to a trio (Doll, 
Christy Nunes and EJ Dawson) 
punk-rocking like nobody’s busi¬ 
ness on the opening track, “Psy¬ 
chic Night at the Big Boy.” 

New York scenester Dean 
Johnson and his band The Velvet 
Mafia have returned with a new 
disc, Cheap But Not Free (vel- 
vetmafiatheband.com). With 
some of the same band members 
found on the band’s ’98 album 
We Know Where You Live, The 
Velvet Mafia is as cheeky and in 
your face as ever. From the B- 
52’s homage “The Girl from 
Planet Muff” to the queercore 
punk of “The Pretty One,” the 
gay metal of “Testosterone,” the 
sweet, suggestive “Make a Mess” 
and the unabashedly graphic 
“The Big Johnson,” The Velvet 
Mafia rocks the house. 

Dutch trio Bambix is a breath 
of fresh queer punk air on their 
album What’s in a Name (Dae¬ 
mon). On their second EP 
Through the Opaque Air (Stroll), 
queer quartet The Slow Signal 
Fade displays a fondness for 
shoegazer rock. ▼ 


Joan Crawford 

A previous page 

kills him. Her subsequent collapse 
and stay in a mental hospital is 
graphically portrayed. When 
Crawford has a breakdown, it reg¬ 
isters 10.0 on the Richter Scale. 
The movie was a smash, and the 
star earned an Oscar nomination 
for her intense performance. The 
title is the old term for insanity, 
and shouldn’t be confused with a 
’31 film of the same name starring 
Crawford and Clark Gable, about 
a prominent politician and his 
gorgeous mistress. 

The Damned Don’t Cry (’50) is 
one of the maddest melodramas 
ever made, with Crawford com¬ 
bining many elements of her 
screen past: She’s Ethel White- 


head, a would-be Emma Bovary 
whose only child dies, spurring 
her to find excitement in the big 
city. She becomes a successful 
model, then a gangster’s (oily 
David Brian) mistress. He plays 
Pygmalion, transforming her into 
Lorna Hansen Forbes, heiress and 
society woman. She loves him, 
but he uses her to tempt one of 
his hoodlum rivals (macho Steve 
Cochran) to his doom. 
Ethel/Lorna decides she really 
loves the intended victim, which 
doesn’t please the boss. Fleeing 
the man who recreated her, 
Ethel/Lorna returns to her home¬ 
town. The finale is ambiguous 
(abou! the only thing in this pre¬ 
posterous movie that is) but 
Crawford takes it all very serious¬ 
ly indeed. A classic, unintended 
howler. ▼ 
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Massage 
by Jag 
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(Th§ntic Thai Bodywork 
issue 


tIiera|eutic 0OEE.C 

415.252.8126 

WWW.THAIRUBKRUP.CO 


COMPLETE RELEASE 


BY FRED OR BUTCHY 
90-MII\IUTES/$40 
CALL: 325-682-56 7 5 


Erotic nude Mass by mature, in-shape 
man SF 24Hr Mark 398-2441 

_. _E23 

YOUNG ASIAN 

IN/OUT $50 24 HOURS 

DAVE 395-9354 

_§21 

MASSAGE BY HOT ASIAN 

30,5 , 8 ,/ ,145 / Silky XXX Smooth 
$80 In/100 Out, Call Hung 948-7244. 4 

SANTA ROSA HIDEAWAY 

Superb very personal massage plus 
fantasies explored by mature masseur 
in remote country setting. Also,group 
massages and social programs. 

Roger 707-525-1771 

COMPLETE FULL BODY 

Sensual massage done in the nude by 
masculine endowed mature masseur 
at your place.Chuck* (510)388-4941^ 

SJ SFEB ASIAN CMT 

VGL masc GAM,33/5'6'7150/6.5. 
Sensual full body acupressure & 
Shiatsu massage w/release done 
nude, Therapeutic too. In/Out. 

Call Smooth Doug 408-202-0811. 

E21 

SEXY SOCCER PLAYER 

Erotic nude massage masculine 
friendly handsome Latino 28yo 24/7 
158 lbs in/out call Max 441-2854 

_E21 

TRIP TO XTASY!!! 

BUNS & LEGS, NOOKS & 
CRANNYS, MY SPECIALITY 

Hotman 48,6', 165#, S&P beard, 
hung Erotic Full body massage. In/Out 
lOam-lOpm $60-70 M/C, Visa Add 
$5. Call Dick 415-244-8828 

E24 

ACHING FOR A MASSAGE 

Deep, rich, relaxing, strong therapeu¬ 
tic massage for in-shape guys by 29 yr 
old. Student discount. In/Out calls, 
day/eve and late nite apptmts avail. 
Eric * 841-5870. 

_E21 

Hairy, Muscular, 5'10" 185 Very 
Experienced. Erotic, Sensual, 

Playful Massage. Nude, Table 415- 
934-9325. Cell is 415-310-6624 Jim 

____E22 

FIRESIDE MASSAGE 

Unique Style Therapeutic And Erotic 
Massage In Front Of A Fireplace. 

Out Calls Available Also. Johnny 
505-3060 . 


LOVING 

STROKES 

Nurturing, Sensual 
Healing, Satisfying 



STRONG HANDS 
SENSITIVE & EXPERIENCED 

From Stress Reduction to 
Simple Relaxation 

STEVE C.M.T. 
821-2985 



BODY2RELAX 
Alejandro CMT 

415.297.8360 
body2relax@ 

YAHOO.COM 


Personal Touch 

Therapeutic & Erotic 
Deep, Satisfying Massage 
Certified & Discreet 

Daniel 626-4192 Eves/wknds 



Young Nude Massage SfErotic.com^ 

24 Y.O. 5'8 x 150 Strt., Gymnast's 

NUDE BRAZILIAN RUB!! 

Soft Sensl. Touch Steve 994-9409 

_E21 

S0MAHANDS.COM 

Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage By 
Handsome Fit Professional. 

Scott CMT 415/864-6384 

E21 

Peninsula Therapeutic & Erotic 
In/Out Full Body TLC 650 367-7528 ? 

STEVE FOSTER CMT $80 

Wknts + Wknds (415) 412-0397 
SF+ EB 

E21 

San Jose Massage* (408)729-7156 

HOT MUSCLE ASIAN 

Deep, Strong, Full Body CMT 
408 661-7415 

§21 

15+ yrs Exp, Full Tension Release 

*MID-PENINSULA-CMT* 

In/Out, Days/Eves, Tom 650-345-7318 hi 

Fremont, Jim CMT • Great Hands • 
Therapeutic/Relaxing, Mature 
$40/Hour • (510) 651-2217 

HOT SEXY ASIAN 

Swedish/Deep Tissue Jay 
(415) 830-7103. 

2___E22 

VGL CMT Czech Blond/Blue 145 29 
8x6 Athletic Pavel 410-7829 

E21 

San Jose- Full Body - Swedish CMT 
$40/hr $55/90min. - Same Day Appt. 
8am-9pm Daily - Showers Avail. 
408-288-6169 Anthony - Air Cond.^ 

Castro, Certified, Only $50/$70 

*WANNA MELT?* 

Jim de Masseur • 415-621-4517 

§21 

FEEL THE DIFFERENCE 

Strong, Energetic & Athletic. 

Fernando CMT 510-325-7725 In/Out 

|21 

Sensual Fullbody Massage 
In & Out Calls! 415-350-0968 

E21 

Cute Asian Latino CMT 5'7" 135 

EROTIC SWEDISH RUB 

Relaxing Sensual & Playful 
$65/60min. or $80/90min. 

Miguel 706-7964 

In/The Castro - ■ •- 


FERNANDO 


Swedish 

and 

deep 

4 tissue mas^ 

11 sage ; ; 

H§ s in and out f| 

415.505,9056 

fernandoalvaro@earthlink.net 



BP 

■ in 


Ecstasy Of Berlin 


PWfijK 415-850-4333 


EAST BAY MASSAGE 

Therapeutic To Erotic, Relaxing To 
Deeply Stimulating. $100 For 
90 Min. Brad 510 • 418-0979 And 
More Info At: Bradinberkeley.com ^ 

PREMIER DELUXE ASIAN 
1/2 CHN 1/2 KOREAN 

25yo, 5'9", 165lbs, Swedish/Erotic 
Bodywork Call Hank 415-518-0168 n 

SENSUAL NUDE MASSAGE 

By Handsome Masculine Hot Latin. 
28/yo, 150#, 5'8". Call Luis 
415-336-0419 In Or Out. 

_E21 

SEXY C.M.T. 

Great Massage By Experienced 
Well Endowed Friendly CMT 3200302 

ASIAN EAST BAY, CMT 

Full Body, Swedish, Shiatsu < 

In $60, Out $75 510-420-0112 KJ^ 

PROSTATE BLISS 

And Health + Full-Body By Pro. 
989-7736 Union Sq. Area. In Only 

2 E28 

RESPECTFULLY SENSUAL 

Nude Deep Tissue Myofascial 
Release. Mutual Touch Release. 

Table, Lotion, Oil. Near Van Ness & 
Market. Steven, CMT. 
www.gaymassage.org/Steven 
(415) 626-4800 Visa/Mc/Amex 

v ' _ E2I 

Pecs*Kinky*Uncut*24/7*540-0269 2i 

Relaxing Swedish Massage By Rob. 
Handsome With Strong Hands. $55/hr In 
Only. Call Rob 415-845-4807 Anytime ^ 

Asian Touch In/Out Reliable CMT 
Soothing/Nurturing/Satisfying 
Short Notic OK 260-0613 Frank 

E21 

WWW.GAYMASSAGE.ORG 
CMT'S Place A Free Photo Ad. 

Browse All Ads For Free. 

_E21 

THEROTIC TOUCH 

Get Spoiled By Skilled Pro With c 
Blend Of Therapeutic + Erotic 
Massage For Men Who Want It All 
Tom In-Oakland (510) 251-2480 
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iliillJJtf 


MASSAGE 




SEXY ASIAN 

$60 Jim 269-5707 


SPANK U VERY MUCH 

Ultimate Buttology Asian 573-5696 2 

YOU DESERVE THE BEST! 

Nude, Deep Tissue, Swedish, 

Tantric, With Release. Sexy. 

Gary 415-552-1561 (In Only) 

22, 6 , 2", 170 Sensual, Erotic Mas¬ 
sage. 415-410-4105 Out Only ^ 

WWW.HEAVENSARMS.COM 

_ E21 

COMPASSIONATE 
SENSUAL TOUCH 

Sensual Swedish Full Body massage. 
Very Friendly Intuitive Handsome 
CMT. Trim, 49. Private Studio. All 
Amenitites. $60/Hr 
$75/90Min. Call Del 415-722-1406 


MASSAGE BY 
MUSCLED DUDE 

call Dave @ 650-533-2560 $80/hr ;i 

Full-Body Erotic Massage 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

Body Shaving. Body Electric Exper. By 
Well-Built, Sexy Stud. $55*0ut Extra 
707-865-2093 Bob. Enquire About 
The Special “V" Massage. 


CHINESE GQ LOOKER 
PROVIDES EXCELLENT 
BODYWORK • PAMPER 
YOURSELF BY CALLING 
DREW @ 415-255-0850 

32yo, 5'11" 175lbs, Suave & Sexy^ 

Swedish, Sensual Massage By 
Italian Jock, 6' 175lbs 
John (510) 658-2437 


HOT ASIAN CMT 

25yo Cute, Smooth, Built, Full Body 
Massage And More ... Union Square 
415-368-4628 Tom. 


PROSTATE PLEASURE 



Therapeutic Massage By Strong, 
Highly Experienced CMT. lhr 
$35/90min. $50. Nonsexual Only. 
Downtown SF. Paul • 415-928-6464 


PRIDE IS ALMOST 
HERE! 


• DON’T FORGET TO 
ADVERTISE WITH THE 
B.A.R.! 

CLASSIFIED LINE 
ADS DEADLINE 
FOR PRIDE IS 
MONDAY, JUNE 
20TH AT 12PM 

www.SfGaymassage.com 


RESPECTFULLY SENSUAL 

Nude Deep Tissue Myofascial 
Release. Mutual Touch Release. 
Table, Lotion, Oil. Near Van Ness & 
Market. Steven, CMT. 
www. gaymassage. o rg/S teven 
(415) 626-4800 Visa/Mc/Amex 


www.handsontouch;org 

SACRED TOUCH 

Intentional Focused Eroticism 
Derek, CMT 415-255-1164 

Hairy, Muscular, 5'10" 185 Very 
Experienced. Erotic, Sensual, 
Playful Massage. Nude, Table 
415-934-9325. 

Cell is 415-310-6624 Jim 


WWW.GAYMASSAGE.ORG 
CMT'S Place A Free Photo Ad. 
Browse All Ads For Free. 





MASSAGE STUD 

Therapeutic and Sensual 
Various Options Available 

Frank, C.M.T. (415) 260-5214 

www.MassageStud.com 


Enjoy A Real Massage Plus More 
By Goodlkg, Lean Muscular Man. 
Shower Avail. 244-9924 (In Only) 


ANTONIO 

Massage By Latino Out Only 
www.gaydarguys.com/aztecproud 
(415) 577-3086 


Oral Massage For Erect Meat By 
Nude 8" Stud/346-4966/Ken/$80 


AFTER THE FIRE 

Integrative Bodywork By Dr. Kirk 
Prine, CMT In New Location On 17th 
In Castro (415) 552-7417 
www.fleshandspirit.org/kp2.html g2j 

UNIQUE-AWESOME 

Nude, Deep Tissue, Intuitive 
Talented, Sexy, Nice Looking. 

Grove & Franklin St. Great $ 

Gary @ 305-5609 (In Only) ^ 

Horny Blonde Will Rub U Down 

HOT EURO BOY 

5'7" 135# Smooth Bottom Boy 
In/Out Calls - Sean 415-210-1526 


WE’RE QUEER! 
WE’RE HERE! 

Hot Asian/Spanish Dude 51" 135# 

EROTIC MASSAGE 

Str8 Acting 23yo, Horny & Friendly 
In/Out Calls - Nick 415-690-6552 



UPDONE! 

Y Dispy 
Classified an 
Classify 


ISSUE 




Saturdays at the stud 


BRING IT BACK TO BASICS! 

Festurtag BJs 

Naz, Ellen Fernaio & Chip McClure 


late Night Dancing Unit! 4 AM 

Sugar at The Stud 
399 9tlt St @ Harrison SF 

www.suppsl.net 
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■JiMlIlH 


MODELS/ESCORTS 




ftiftliiHBACK? 


Want to know if 
HIV superinfection 
is a real concern for the 
positive community? 

The Positive Partners Study is 
seeking HIV+/+ partners... 
Receive $20 each and 
FREE CD4, viral load and 
( drug resistance testing 
for completing: 

• two confidential interviews 

• two blood draws 

The Positive Partners Study 

(415) Z34-4828 




THO WORLD’S LRRGSST 
GRV eSCGRT SITS 
□nunei 


ioo% FRee Recess 

*** yfc * y 

mon& thro 5.000,000 




PRIDE is almost Here! 

Don't miss your chance 
to get in an theaction. 
Reserve your ad space now! 

BayAreaKeporter 



DEADLINES FOR OUR ANNUAL GAY PRIDE ISSUE: 

Display Aos: Friday, June 10th @ 12:00pm 
Classified and Personal Ads: Friday, June 17th @ 3:00pm 
Classified Line Ads: Monday, June 20th @ 12:00pm 
Street Date For The PRIDE Issue: June 23, 2005 



1 IE 

1 11 m 

Mm 

-LONG & SLOW- 
MY SPECIALTY 

6*3”, 185# Top 
From Mild to Wild. 
Sensual & Slow. 
Playroom/Sling 
Beginners Welcome 

Call Jay 

415.385.9623 



Handsome Hung Latin Top 


5’8” 

Kinky 
Masculine 
Shaved Head 
No Attitude 
Sensual 
Discreet 
Hablo 
Espanol 





New To SF from Texas 

STRICKLY TOP 

9x7 Hard Tool XXX Thick 
Masculine * Attractive 
Thirty Something 
6am to Midnight. Chemical Free 

Vincent • $110 • Out Only 
415.410.6369 


LEATHER TOP! 

Light to heavy sensual SM 
handsome experienced w/dungeon 

TOM 415-487-1296 


Mike, 40,5'10", 190#, Bl/Blu 
Clean-cut, Muscle Hunk 
In/Out $100, 

(415) 863-8932 

E52-o; 

Latin Macho Hunk 6' 190. Well De¬ 
fined Body, Strong Legs, Big Bubble 
Butt, Big Balls, Very Well Hung, & 
Versatile. Call Joe 
415-225-4963 


HOT HORNY 26 

Slender, Open-Minded, Cute 
Nick (415) 412-4565 








































































26 May 2005 BAY'AREA REPbRTER 49 




MODELS/ESCnUTS 


When only the BEST will do! 


( 415)412 


Jake Walker 


#1 Rated Escort in S.E 

• 30 y.o., 6ft., 170# 

• 8" cut, thick 

• Italian/French background 

• Hot & MASCULINE IT 

• Sexy Blue eyes 

• Exceptional good looks 

• ZERO Attitude!! 

Very DISCREET & Professional 


Elill TopSFstud.com 


LOS ANGELE 

S PORNSTARS 

r 

y 

JACK RYAN 

6’3, 195, VERSATILE 
(323)807-4114 

ETCIil 

NICK CAPRA 

62, 185, STRICTLY TOP 
(347)668-2859 

IN & OUTS WELCOME 

in San Francisco through June 3 

! 

www.r 

\IICKCAPRA.COM 

* 

o 

3 

£ 

i 

WANXXX.COM 


Ripped THOR! 



6'4" Blond 

Bodybuilder Fun 

408 . 403.0003 


Austin TX. Hottie 



New to S.F. 

Call Richard 24 hrs. 


My place, your place 8 hotel 
Callers welcome! 

Actual modal pictured. 


“ S aN FRANCISCO’S Top 
black Male Escort” 


415 . 425.3735 


ASIAN TOP 

$80/$100 * JIM 269-5707 

E22 

Handsome Confident Italian Top 

CHOKE ON THIS! 

Super Hung 10x7 415-256-6743 

_E21 

HOT & SEXY 

Handsome Well Endowed Will Give 
You What You Need & More 
207-6117 

_E21 

24/7 USE CONDOMS 
•BE WISE • 

4 FUN 

_E21 

FIREFIGHTER 

6T", 175#, VGL stud, 32 yo, mus¬ 
cled. Call Jeff at 1-888-699-2325 

E21 

"The Top Who Knows How 2" 

AGGRESSIVE STUD 

Hot S/M Who Is Rough, Dominant + 
Ready For Hardcore Action, Verbal, 
Long Lasting. Bali Busting 9 Incher! 
No Holds Barred Top! FFCBT 
Spanking. Expert Skills. 468-6425. 
Call Back Required. Ask For "Mac" 
The Man. Hot & Sane. 

E21 

Str8 - $160 415-336-1863 Mike! 

E21 

SEXY LATIN BOY 

25yo 5'8" 145 Ripped Muscle Body 
8" Uncut Versatile & Sweet 
(415) 336-8797 Gregory 

LOTR Weekend Special 
(415) 863-8932 

V ' _E21 

MUSCLE S&M TOP 

Farmer, 6', 32 yo, well hung. Call 
Brad @ 415-596-4184 
SF calls only. 

E21 

SF Musclebear Built & Hung Macho 
But Submissive Chuck 
209-481-6361 

E22 

TROUSER TROUT 

37, 6'3" 190lbs 
All-Amer., Muse! 

Blnd/Brn/Blu And 
Very Well Hung 
9.5x7 Avail. 24Hrs 
415.812.3147 

__E21 

WWW.RIPEBOYS.COM/ESCORTS 
Escorts Place A Free Photo Ad. 
Browse All Ads For Free. 


NEW BLATINO BOY 

Avail 24/7 In And Out 57", 1301b 
8 Cut, Versatile 
Domingo 336-4188 

_ E22 

24 HOURS 

BROWN HAIR 9 IN 29 WAIST 

305-3003 

E23 

COWBOY TOP 

6-1,177#, vgl, Muscled. 

Page 650-523-9133, and massage ^ 

HUNG BEEF VERS 

Hairy 40 6'3" In/Out Masculine 
415-205-9390 Nasty But Nice 

22 SMOOTH + CUTE 

HARD LATINO TOP, ALEJANDRO 
9' Outcalls Only 

Photos.yahoo.com/Alexsflatin21 
415-424-2843 - 

E21 

EXPERT BLK TOP 

Ex-Tall 6'6" 240lbs 38yo 
Ex-Sexy Goodlkg Totally Masc 
Smth Muse Build Uninhibited 
Ex-Hung 10x7 C-k Low Hang Balls 
SF Only, Out Only, Serious Only 
Call Robb At 415-240-0842 $180.00 
www.Geocities.com/expertblktop ^ 

SOUTH BAY LATIN 

36yo 6' 165# 100% Versatile 
8x5 Uncut, Well Built. 

Nice Bod, Tatoo, Goatee. Will Travel 
In/Out. Call Junior @ 

408-607-5113 

£21 

Domination BD CBTTT SM FF ... 

RYKER LEATHER TOP 

Muscular Built Handsome 6' 180# 
Playroom Toys 596-2737 

Submit And Surrender 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

Leatherman Master -- Spanking 
BD/CBT/TT/FF - Limits Respected & 
Expanded. Bob 707-865-2093 

I’LL WATCH STR8 PORN 

WHILE YOU FEED-WORSHIP IT 
415-573-9767 PICS AT: 

WWW.JOHNNYLYNDON.NET 

_E24 

6'2"/l 60 Lbs/Hung 7/Nice Guy/Hot 

415-596-0734 • SHAWN • 

HORNY 21 YO WM 

HOT COLLEGE STUD 

$ 120/Hr. Outcalls Only 



FF Hands For Pleasure & Relief. 
SF House-calls. 

Morlex 679-3320 


BOY NEXT DOOR 

Boy Next Door Wants To Sneak Over 
And Play. 6'2" 195lbs 22yrs Old. 
Affectionate, Versatile, Cute. 

$ 110/hr. 24/7 650-669-3640 
Jeremy 


HOT SALSA 

Smooth Slender Hung VGL Any Area 
415-577-8846 Travel Out Flexible 


WE’RE PROUD 365 
DAYS OF THE 
YEAR! 

(BUT WE ONLY GET ONE 
PARADE) 


HOT MODEL FROM NEW YORK 
IN TOWN JUNE 25 - JULY 02 


CLASSIFIED UNE ADS DEADLINE 
FOR THE GAY PRIDE ISSUE IS 
MONDAY June 20th@ 12:00pm 
CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS DEAD¬ 
LINE IS FRIDAY JUNE 17TH 
@3:00PM. 


Hot,Masculine, Buzzcut, Goatee 

SHVD HEAD STUD 

6ft. Ez-Goin' Well-Hung, Big Balls 
Pgr. #415-540-5311 *Clint* 24 His. 
Pics avl. @www.geocities.com/swingon- 
mythingsf/clinthtml 


8" Party Stud 346-4966/Ken/$80 


8" Uncut Party Boy 

26yr Call Joe 368-5679 $100 In 


HOT BLK COLLEGE 
BOY 

215"11150 Blk Brn 8c 
Ryan 415-713-7098 


DAX DEKKER 

TILL YOU’VE BEEN DAXED 
YOU AIN’T BEEN D**KED 

38, 6', 175, BRN/HZL, ITAL, 
10X6 UC, TOP/VERS 
252-8552 


Latin Macho Hunk 6' 190. Well De¬ 
fined Body, Strong Legs, Big Bubble 
Butt, Big Balls, Very Well Hung, & 
Versatile. Call Joe 
415-225-4963 
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PEOPLE 



Record & Listen to persona! ads 

05339 

code: ioio 


< 1 | 5 - 247-2000 
510 - 814-6699 
707 - 522-5001 
%i 6 - 489-9800 
209 - 473-5959 
559 - 271-9999 

i- tfgk CWWtaliMS, Bcj 1-MM2MSM 


Hot 

local Guvs! 

Bm Area s hottest chat fine 


|^VIrN~| 


Men Meet Men Right Now! 

Preview each guy before you decide to connect five! 


Try it for 


FREE 




415-707-2400 408-539-2400 707-582-2400 
510-281-2400 650-649-2500 925-955-2000 



WHO’S WAITING FOR YOU? T 

»•••••••••*-• H 

n - 

I/ LIVE \000#« , 66 m 
» LOCAL 66*~ •• I 

*\menU' f >'jl 


415.402.1010 ■; 

San Jose 

408.257.4411 

Berkeley 

510.859.2000 

Pleasanton 

925.426.5588 

Palo Alto 

650.223.0200 

Find Your Number 

1.800.777.8000 

FREE TRIAL 

CODE: 2160 

ww.lnteractiveMale.com 
1.900.505.2323 ($1,99/min.) 18+ 


Foot Fetish? Top Size 13EEE Seeks 
Worshipful Bottoms 
415-752-0971 

E24 

Good Head Sonoma County 
Call Days 
707-823-3895 

Bare Assed Spanking. 

Experienced, Safe 
DaddyHoward 
929 1185 



interactive male 


Local Men Sexdate: 888-788-8989 

E3i 

STRICTLY SEX!! 

Hook-up Discreetly. 18+. 

Call 415-247-2000 or 
510-814-6699. Ad #5102. 

EU 

Body Trim & Shave "Castro Area Loc¬ 
ation". Call 4 apptmt * 

626-1168. 



free memberships to exceptional men ages 21-3$ 

Contact us today to get started. 
www.gaymillionairesclub.com 


r SAN FRANCISCO 

2ND (HI. EACH MONTH 

PRIVATE SMS MSI Willi! 

A15.004.276e 



BAftii 


1.900.226.7036 


1.7UU.AAO. # UJO Only $1.99 per minute to respond to ads! 
Don't want to use the #9 00 line? Use BLOCK OF TIME™ You can purchase time on our system by calling 

1-800-321-6845 and requesting a 10, 20, 30, or 60 minute Block of Time'“ with discounts of up to 20%. The cost is $1.99 per minute and you may use 
your Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or American Express card. You will be able to respond, browse, and retrieve messages by using your Block of Time™ ac¬ 
count from any touch-tone phone! Available only on touch-tone telephones. You must be at least 18 years old to call. 


PARTING 

GLANCE 


C El Cerrito BART May 17 

Wed, Noon You: On Your Cell Br/Br Speaking 
Portuguese Me: Cowboy Hat, Wht Pants, Gotee, 
Too Shy To Say Hi. Let's Do Coffee — Bob 
S 71555 


Giants Vs. Nationals - 1st Game 

We Exchanged Many Glances On Muni On The 
Way To The Game. Me Giants Jacket And Cap, 
Blonde Mustache. You: Wranglers, Boots With 
A Great Smile. Let's Get Past Glances! 
a 71550 


SEEKING 

RELATIONSHIP 


Sweet Husy Huggable Mini Bear 

ISO Friendship Or More With HIV- GWM, GHM, 
40-52. I Enjoy Movies, Gardening, Cooking, The 
Ocean. Me: GWM 40's,'5'9", S & P/Blue. 

S 71553 


Tall Handsome Sexy Nature Lover 

Kind, Easygoing, Playful, Masculine, Cheerful, 
Nice Smile Seeks Similar 25-50, Ongoing Pas¬ 
sionate Foreplay! 6'2" 190lbs. Hairy, Dark 
Stash/Goatee, Blue Eyes, Shaved Head. Any 
Height/Race Thin Tightbodied. Oakland, 
a 71543 


SEEKING 

ADVENTURE 

Downtown Oakland Black Man, 52 

5'9", 180, Balding, Moustache. Seeking A Ma¬ 
ture, Orally Talented Gentleman (Clean Shaven Or 
Moustache Only) To Service Me 9am-2pm. De¬ 
scription/Direct Contact Phone # Required. 
Thanks. S 71556 


Adonis Black Ex-Marine 

Cuddly + Physically Sensational. Seeking Mature 
Older Gent. Especially Uncircumsized Men. All 
Races & Sizes. S 71554 


Searching 4 J/0 Bud 

Looking To Learn Different J.O, Techniques w/ln- 
Shape Guys Under 35yo Who Are Into Lube & 
Videos. 

S 71552 


Bails 

Balls Stretched While YoirMoan, Also, Hand 
Tapped. Dying To See You Writhe A Little. 
S 71551 


Attractive Masc. Latin Bottom 

You Are 25-40, Latin, White Or Asian - Not A 
Bar Person, Versatile Or Top Masc. + Slim. I'm 
Early 40's, Body Builder, Bottom, Bubble Ass. 
Uncut 6" Hairy Legs. No Drugs. Safe Sex Only, 
a 71549 


Throw My Legs Up! 

I'm Asian With Nice Nipples And A Great Ass, 
Seeking Attractive Masculine Buffed White Top 
For A Hot Time, 
a 71542 


Submissive Bottom HIV+ ISO 

Aggressive Dominant Top. Two Men, One Goal - 
Pleasure! 
a 71548 


Spank Your Butt 

Hot, Masculine Top, 38, 5'11" 175#, Seeks Well 
Built Bottom With Nice Ass For Over The Knee 
Spanking, Role Playing And Plowing Your Ass. 
a 71544 


FETISHES 


Guy For Jacuzzi & Gym Shower Photos 

Swimmer Wants To Pose With Lots Of Other 
Naked Guys For Some Wet Photos Or Videos in 
The Pool, Gym Hot Tub, Or Communal Shower 
Room. Not Into Gay Sex. 
a 71546 


LESBIAN 


Partner Search 

Working-Class Single Monogamous Lesbian, Any 
Size, Race, Ability,- Between 30-40 Sought For 
LTR And Family. Cat Lover, Bookworm, Liberal, 
Honest, Comfort-Shoe Wearing Movie Buff Seek¬ 
ing Healthy Lifestyle. Out. Drug Free, 
a 71545 


BARii 


K 


You must use this form to submit ads. Deadline for ads is TUESDAY at 5 PM, for the fol¬ 
lowing week's issue. New ads run for three consecutive weeks. You will be notified by mail 
with information on how to leave and retrieve messages from your mailbox ad. Print clear¬ 
ly. No ads will be accepted without valid address, telephone number and legible text. The 
Bay Area Reporter reserves the right to edit ads. One ad per customer per week. 


PERSONALS 
ARE FREE! 


Name 


Address 


City 


Daytime Telephone 


Evening Telephone 


State Zip 


CATEGORY 

Parting Glances □ 
Seeking Relationship □ 
Seeking Adventure □ 
Lesbian □ 
Fetishes □ 
CouRjes □ 
Others □ 


Headline, 30 characters maximum 


Write the rest of your ad here, 30 words maximum 


MAIL FORM TO: BAR Talk, Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 


L 


J 
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PEOPLE 



SAN FRANCISCO PRIDE 

IS COMING 


ISSUE DATE THURSDAY, JUNE 
23RD 


GAY PORN MODELS 

TREASURE ISLAND MEDIA 
Seeks Fit Handsome Hung Tops & 
Tight Hungry Bottoms For Shoots: 
Solos, Duos, & Groups. Call 415- 
437-6696 ext 3 or Send Pics & Stats to 
models-sf@treasureislandmedia.com 
to Arrange an Interview 

_E2: 

FACTORY VIDEO 

You - Hot,18-35, in shape. Like sex 
& showing off+ Making $$. Call now 
for an interview. Also looking for bears. 
Call us at 415-777-9070. 
www.factoryvideos.com 


XXX WEB 



WANT TO GET OFF? 

WWW.MECCAMEN.COM 

WWW.XCOMEDIA.COM 




tmm 


Available in 
58 cities, j 
Find | 
men 

wherever 
you are! 


men 
online 
at all 
times! 


lAY/iREAlfEPORTER 


PERSONALS ORDER FORM 


Indicate 
Type Style 
Here Y 


DEADLINE 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 


RATES 


First line, Regular 6.00 
Ail subsequent lines 4.00 
CAPS double price 
BOLD double price 
X-BOLD triple price 


PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 


j. . 1.1—L 


X-BOLD Stops Here 

I 1 


Regular Stops Here Y 


I 1 1 




J J ,1 1 


I 1 1 I I. II 


I I I I I I 


I I I I I I I I 


I . 1 . 1 


L 


I I I 


I I 


J L 


J-J J... 


I I II I 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Card Number 

Name 

Telephone 

3-Digit Security Code Expiration Date 

Address 

Signature 

City 

State Zip 

Name 

Number of issues ' Classiflddtiob 

’ ’ Amount EndSied * 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

BAY AREA 
REPORTER 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 















































































































































